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 OCTOBER 21, 2025 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

OCTOBER 21, 2025 

 Be It Remembered that a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville was held on the third Tuesday of October, being the 21st day of October 

2025, at 2:00 p.m., when and where were present the following, to-wit: 

 Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Stan Harrison, Dennis Land, Jimmy McCloud, Jim 

Whitaker, and Carl Flowers. Also present were City Clerk Shonnah Weaver; City Attorney 

Colmon Mitchell; Code Enforcement Office Hughye McDaniel; Assistant Public Works 

Director Gary Snider, Fire Chief Tim Taylor; Deputy Fire Chief James Snyder; Civic Center 

Director Rodney Holley and Administrative Assistant Sulli Bolen. 

 A quorum being present, the meeting was duly opened by the Mayor, and after the 

invocation given by Michael Bates, the following business was taken up. 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the agenda of October 21, 2025, was approved. 
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OCTOBER 21, 2025 

CITY OF BATESVILLE  
BOARD MEETING 

OCTOBER 21, 2025 
2:00 P.M.| CITY HALL 

AGENDA 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CALL TO ORDER:   Mayor Hal Ferrell 
 
INVOCATION:   Michael Bates 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
MAYOR’S WELCOME STATEMENT: “To all in attendance, pursuant to Order by the 
Board of Aldermen, adopted on March 1, 2022, in order to address the Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen, you must be on the agenda, and pursuant to Order adopted March 23, 2023, you 
must sign the sign-in sheet with a complete address.” 
 
APPROVE AGENDA 

 October 21, 2025 
 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETINGS 

 October 7, 2025- Adjourned Meeting 
 October 7, 2025- Regular Meeting 
 October 8,2025- Adjourned Meeting 
 October 14, 2025- Regular Meeting 

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
1. Approval for Lt. Jason Irby to attend Tier 1 Combat Shooting Training in Tupelo, MS, 
on November 6-7, 2025. Cost to the city is meals to be reimbursed through petty cash, 
registration of $350.00, and he will travel in a city vehicle.  
 

 
 

PAY REQUEST AGENDA 
1. Approval of Pay Application #1 to be paid to Cook Construction & Design, Inc. in the 
amount of $128,430.50 in connection with Batesville Waste Water Treatment Lab.  
 
2. Approval to pay Motorola Solutions in the amount of $12,372.00 in connection with 
repairs dispatch equipment.  
 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
1. Approval to accept Jimmy Moore’s retirement resignation, effective October 31, 2025.  

2. Approval to transfer Landen Morrow from the WWTP to the water department. Lateral 
transfer.  

3. Approval to accept the resignation of Christopher Lee Hillhouse as firefighter. Effective 
Immediately.  

4. Approval to accept the resignation of Thomas Cockrell as Driver Operator- Full-time 
fireman, Effective October 29, 2025.  

5. Approval to allow Officer Peyton Cook to work part-time for C4 Security in Oxford, 
MS.  
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VISITORS 
 
 
 
 
PERMANENT VISITORS 
 Panola Partnership  
 North Delta Planning and Development 
 Mendrop Engineering Resources 
 Panola County Board of Supervisors and department heads 
 State or Federal legislators representing any part of Panola County 
 Any person engaged in contractual business with the City of Batesville  
 The Panolian Jeremy Weldon or his proxy 

 
 
BIDS 

 Clarifier Project 
 
 
CLEAN- UP HEARING: 

 47 River Oak 
 
 
REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – ANDY BERRYHILL 
 
 
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF POLICE – BARRY THOMPSON 
 
 
CITY ATTORNEY – COLMON MITCHELL 
 
 
CITY CLERK – SHONNAH WEAVER 
1. Lease Agreement 
 
 
FIRE CHIEF – TIM TAYLOR 
1. Incident Log & inspections for September 
 
2. Approval for Fire Chief to consult with the City Engineer to acquire ROW or easements 
to install severe weather sirens.  
 
3. Approval of specifications and proceed the necessary procedures for acquisition be it 
reverse auction or open bid process as deemed necessary for purchase and installation of 3 
weather warning sirens.  
 
4. Discuss inoperable tornado warning sirens.  
 
IT- JOEL TAYLOR 
 
CIVIC CENTER DIRECTOR – RODNEY HOLLEY 
1. IEBA Conference attendee notes 
 
2. Updated numbers for the BCC Facebook and BCC Walking track usage 
 
3. Approval to prepare specifications for NE chiller 
 
4. Approval to accept lowest of three quotes for SW compressor replacement on chiller.  
 
5. Approval to rescind order of minutes for approval of specifications for generator repair 
and the HVAC controls & Obtain specifications on September 2, 2025.  
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OCTOBER 21, 2025 

 
PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR – HEATH FULLILOVE 
 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR – NEWT BENSON 
1. Request permission for services outside the city limits. Freddie Joseph, 1501 Trantham  
Rd. 1” water $2,043.76 (Deposit not included)  

2. Request permission to surplus a 2008 Ford F-150 in the gas department to scrap. Vehicle 
is unrepairable. Vin# 1FTRW12W98FB36150 

 
OTHER MATTERS BY MAYOR OR ALDERMAN: 
  
POTENTIAL EXECUTIVE SESSION 
1. Mayor- Utility Bill 
2. Police Department-personnel 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IN RE: APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Upon motion of Alderman McCloud and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the minutes of the October 7, 2025, adjourned meeting, October 7, 

2025, regular meeting, October 8, 2025, adjourned meeting, and October 14, 2025, 

adjourned meeting were approved. 
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IN RE: SIGNATURE SHEET FOR MEETING OF OCTOBER 21, 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Land and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the consent 

agenda be, and they are hereby approved:  

1. Approval for Lt. Jason Irby to attend Tier 1 Combat Shooting Training in Tupelo, MS, 
on November 6-7, 2025. Cost to the city is meals to be reimbursed through petty cash, 
registration of $350.00, and he will travel in a city vehicle.  
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF PAY REQUEST AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Flowers and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the Pay 

Request agenda be, and they are hereby approved:  

1. Approval of Pay Application #1 to be paid to Cook Construction & Design, Inc. in the 
amount of $128,430.50 in connection with Batesville Waste Water Treatment Lab.  
 
2. Approval to pay Motorola Solutions in the amount of $12,372.00 in connection with 
repairs dispatch equipment.  
 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF HUMAN RESOURCES AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Flowers and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the Human 

Resources agenda be, and they are hereby approved: 

1. Approval to accept Jimmy Moore’s retirement resignation, effective October 31, 2025.  

2. Approval to transfer Landen Morrow from the WWTP to the water department. Lateral 
transfer.  

3. Approval to accept the resignation of Christopher Lee Hillhouse as firefighter. Effective 
Immediately.  

4. Approval to accept the resignation of Thomas Cockrell as Driver Operator- Full-time 
fireman, Effective October 29, 2025.  

5. Approval to allow Officer Peyton Cook to work part-time for C4 Security in Oxford, 
MS.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    183 
 
 
  
 

MINUTE BOOK NO. J-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 OCTOBER 21, 2025 

IN RE: BIDS RECEIVED – BATESVILLE FORCEMAIN & BORING 
PROJECT 

 
This day the Mayor and Board of Aldermen discussed the sealed competitive bids 

that were received and opened on October 21,2025, for the Batesville Forcemain & Boring 

Project, pursuant to advertisement made in the manner and for the time provided by law as 

evidenced by a copy of Proof of Publication attached hereto. Greg Smith of Mendrop 

Engineering Resources found that the following bids were received and are on file in the 

Office of the City Clerk: 

 Hickson Major Construction, LLC  $398,170.00 
 Waco, LLC     $354,960.00 
 Brocato Construction    $476,757.60 
 
Having heard all bids received, upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of 

Alderman Land and upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the bid from Waco, 

LLC in the amount of $354,960.00 be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best bid. 
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OCTOBER 21, 2025 

IN RE: BIDS RECEIVED –WWTP CLARIFIER PROJECT 
 

This day the Mayor and Board of Aldermen discussed the sealed competitive bids 

that were received and opened on October 21,2025, for the WWTP Clarifier Project, 

pursuant to advertisement made in the manner and for the time provided by law as evidenced 

by a copy of Proof of Publication attached hereto. Greg Smith of Mendrop Engineering 

Resources found that the following bids were received and are on file in the Office of the 

City Clerk: 

 Brocato Construction, Inc.     $1,979,450.00 
 Hemphill Construction Company    $1,643,441.00 
 Mitchell Contracting, Inc.     $1,764,500.00 
 

Having heard all bids received, upon motion of Alderman McCloud and second of Alderman 

Whitaker and upon unanimous vote taken under advisement.  
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF LEASE AGREEMENT –COBB RIVER ROAD 
FARM, LLC 

 
 Upon motion of Alderman Land and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the Lease Agreement with Cobb River Road Farm, 

LLC, be and it is hereby approved, and further ordered that Mayor Hal Ferrell be and he is 

hereby authorized to sign said agreement.  A copy of the Lease Agreement is on file in the 

Office of the City Clerk: 
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OCTOBER 21, 2025 

IN RE: SEVERE WEATHER SIRENS 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Flowers and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Fire Chief Tim Taylor consult with the City 

Engineer to acquire right of way easements to install severe weather sirens.  

 

IN RE: USE OF ENGINEER AND SEAL BIDS 

Upon recommendation of Fire Chief Tim Taylor and upon motion of Alderman 

McCloud and second of Alderman Flowers and upon unanimous vote taken, the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen found and determined that the acquisition and installation of three 

weather warning sirens is a construction project and approved and authorized the project, 

and ordered and authorized that bids for the project be solicited, advertised,  received, and 

accepted or rejected as sealed bids for the time and in the manner as required by law and not 

as a reverse auction and that City engineers shall assist and participate in this construction 

project.  

 

IN RE: HAZMAT 

Upon motion of Alderman Land and second of Alderman Flowers and upon unanimous vote 

taken, it was ordered that Stephen Sarkis attend the HAZ MAT Tech Class at the MSFA, 

this is now an online course and will be taught online for two weeks. He will attend MSFA 

campus for one week for skills and testing. Online course begins November 17, 2025 and 

will attend the MSFA campus for one week on December 1-5, 2025. All expenses will be 

paid/reimbursed by the city.  

 

 

 

IN RE: PREPARE SPECIFICATIONS- NE CHILLER 

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Flowers and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Civic Center Director Rodney Holley be & he is 

hereby authorized to prepare specifications for NE Chiller.  
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IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED- SW COMPRESSOR REPLACEMENT ON 

CHILLER 

The City of Batesville received the following quotes for SW compressor replacement 

on chiller: 

TRI STAR COMPANIES, INC  $31,200.00 

APLHA ENERGY SOLUTONS  $49,750.00 

5M SERVICES     $39,100.00 

 Upon recommendation of Civic Center Director Rodney Holley and upon motion of 

Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon unanimous vote taken, it was 

ordered that the quote from Tri Star Companies, Inc in the amount of $31,200.00 be and it 

is hereby approved and accepted as the lowest and best quote. Copies of the quotes are on 

file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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OCTOBER 21, 2025 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO RESCIND ORDER OF MINUTES -APPROVAL OF 
SPECIFICATIONS FOR GENERATOR REPAIR AND THE HVAC 
CONTROLS & OBTAIN QUOTES 

 
 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the order of the minutes, approving specificatiosn 

for generator repair and the HVAC and obtain quotes, adopted on September 2, 2025, 

recorded in Minute Book J-3 at Page 25, be and it is hereby rescinded.  

 
 
 
 
 
IN RE: EXTENSION OF CITY UTILITIES OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS 

 There came for discussion the matter of a request for water services for Freddie 

Joseph, located at 1501 Trantham Road, outside the city limits of Batesville. 

 Upon recommendation of Public Works Director Newt Benson and upon motion of 

Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Whitaker and upon unanimous vote taken, it 

was ordered that city water services be provided to Freddie Joseph’s property located at 1501 

Trantham Road, contingent upon and subject to him paying $2,043.76 for said service in 

advance of such extension and sign agreement that he will not contest for future annexation. 

A copy of the total amount owed by Freddie Joseph’s is as follows: 
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IN RE: SURPLUS PROPERTY  

 Upon motion of Alderman McCloud and second of Alderman Flowers and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

R E S O L U T I O N 

 Upon recommendation of Public Works Director Newt Benson, BE IT RESOLVED 

that the following equipment is obsolete and is not needed for municipal purposes and 

therefore, the equipment should be and is hereby declared to be surplus property and further 

ordered that said equipment, having no value shall be disposed of as junk, described as 

follows, to-wit: 

 2008 Ford F-150 VIN#1FTRW12W98FB36150 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IN RE: DITCH ON HICKORY AND HEMLOCK 
 

Upon motion of Alderman McCloud and second of Alderman Flowers and upon  

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered for Public Works Director Newt Benson to get with 

Mendrop Engineering about repairing the ditch on Hickory Lane and Hemlock Road and 

possibly try to qualify for help from the Corp. of Engineers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IN RE:  STREETLIGHTS 

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Whitaker and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that a streetlight be place on an existing pole number 

SCBT F20, and A324 and A260 is an old light that needs to be replaced with a LED light. 
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IN RE: UTILITIES OUTSIDE CITY LIMITS 

Upon motion of Alderman McCloud and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that any new construction and new mobile homes 

outside the city limits that are requesting water or gas connections must get both if 

reasonably available and the requestor and spouse if any must sign an agreement that they 

will not contest any annexation proceeding brought by the City of Batesville.  

 
 
 
IN RE: EXTENSION OF UTILITIES TO FREDDIE JOSEPH OUTSIDE THE 

CITY LIMITS 
 

Upon the recommendation of Public Works Director Newt Benson and  upon 

motion made of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Whitaker and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that city water be provided to Freddie Joseph, 1501 

Trantham Road, upon payment of the costs of such extension in the amount of $2,043.76 

and upon his and his spouse, if any, executing and delivering to the City an agreement in 

favor of the City that they will not contest any annexation proceeding brought by the City 

of Batesville.  
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IN OPEN SESSION 
 
 Alderman Harrison moved that the meeting be closed to determine whether or not 

the Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Thereafter, upon the 

affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Whitaker, Flowers, McCloud and Harrison it was 

ordered that the meeting be closed in order to determine whether or not the Board should 

declare an executive session. 

 

 

 

IN THE CLOSED MEETING 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the meeting is closed to determine whether or not the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Present in the closed 

meeting were: Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Whitaker, McCloud, and Flowers; 

City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; City Clerk Shonnah Weaver 

and Administrative Assistant Sulli Bolen. 

 On motion made by Alderman Harrison, seconded by Alderman McCloud, and 

unanimously carried upon the affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Flowers, Whitaker, 

McCloud, and Harrison it was ordered that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen go into 

executive session in order to discuss personnel matters, litigation, potential appealable order, 

and location of new industry. 

 

 

 

IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will go into executive 

session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters, litigation,  potential appealable 

order, and location of new industry and that the total vote on the motion to go into executive 

session was five (5) aldermen in favor and no aldermen opposed. Those present in the open 

meeting were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Land, Whitaker, Flowers, and McCloud; 

City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; City Clerk Shonnah Weaver 

and Administrative Assistant Sulli Bolen. 
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IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen are in executive 

session. Those present in executive session were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Land, 

Whitaker, Flowers, and McCloud; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis 

Darby; City Clerk Shonnah Weaver and Administrative Assistant Sulli Bolen. 

      There came on for discussion of personnel matters. (Deputy Police Chief Barry 

Thompson was present for this conversation.) 

There came on for discussion of personnel matter. (Civic Center Director Rodney 

Holley was present for this conversation.) 

 There came on for discussion of litigation.  

There came on for discussion of potential appealable order.  

There came on for discussion of location of new industry.  

 

 

IN OPEN MEETING 

The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen are now in open 

meeting. Those present were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Whitaker, Flowers 

and McCloud; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; City Clerk 

Shonnah Weaver and Administrative Assistant Sulli Bolen. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: PERSONNEL MATTER-POLICE 

 Upon motion of Alderman McCloud and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered Patrol Sergeant Adam Campbell be promoted to the 

rank of Lieutenant and his salary be increased to $27.72 effective October 30, 2025.  
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IN RE: PERSONNEL MATTER-POLICE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Flowers and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered Jarvis Smith be promoted to the rank of Sergeant and 

his salary be increased to $25.93 effective October 30, 2025.  

 

 

 

IN RE: OFFER OF EMPLOYMENT-POLICE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Flowers and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that full-time employment be offered to Raven 

Chatman be hired to the position of uncertified dispatcher at the rate of $15.39 per hour 

pending successful pre-employment physical examination, drug screen and alcohol testing, 

and that said offer of employment expires on November 3, 2025, at midnight if not accepted. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: OFFER OF EMPLOYMENT-FIRE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman McCloud and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that full-time employment be offered to Stephen Webb 

be hired to the position of Certified Firefighter at the rate of $15.83 per hour pending 

successful pre-employment physical examination, drug screen and alcohol testing, and that 

said offer of employment expires on November 3, 2025, at midnight if not accepted. 

 

 

 

IN RE: DOG SHELTER 
 

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Mayor Hal Ferrell notify Michael Jones that the 

Batesville animal shelter project is concluded and ordered Michael Jones to send his final 

invoice for payment consideration.  
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IN RE: LEGAL SERVICES 

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Whitaker and upon 

unanimous vote taken, The Mayor and Board of Aldermen approved the City’s participation 

as a party to the litigation set out in the contract below and further ordered that Mayor Hal 

Ferrell sign the contract for legal services for AFFF PFAS Litigation as follows: 
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IN RE: GARBAGE FEES 

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that City Clerk Shonnah Weaver only pay for the 

amount of garbage cans the City uses, not by the invoice if it is overcharged and set off 

against any overcharged garbage bill and prior overbilling of garbage costs paid by the City 

 

 

 

IN RE: GARBAGE BILLS 

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the procedure to increase the garbage bill by $2.00 

for all customers be commenced.  
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IN RE: APPROVAL FOR WATER ADJUSTMENT – RICE PLANTING/ 
JOEL RICE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman McCloud and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the amount owed by Rice Planting/Joel Rice for 

his utility bill be decreased in the amount of $126.39, due to a water leak. The utility bills 

were unreasonably increased due to leakage, and the customer did not receive the benefit of 

the water service that it was charged for. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned to reconvene at 

2:00 o’clock p.m., November 4, 2025, at the City Hall at 103 College Street, Batesville, 

Mississippi. 

 In accordance with Section 25-41-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, a notice 

of said regular meeting has been posted in the City Hall and a copy of said notice follows 

these minutes. 

      ________________________________ 
      Mayor  

 

____________________________________ 
Clerk of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
Of the City of Batesville, Mississippi 
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NOTICE OF PLACE, DATE, HOUR AND SUBJECT MATTER 

OF AN ADJOURNED MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 The adjourned meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen, shall be held on the 

following subject matter at the following place, date, and hour, to-wit: 

 

 Place: City Hall, 103 College Street, Batesville, MS  38606   

           

 Date: November 4, 2025                   

  

 Hour:   2:00 p.m.          

 

 Subject Matter:   To transact any and all business that may be transacted at a meeting 

of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen. 

 The meeting may be conducted through teleconference or video means. Participation 

is available to the general public at said location. 
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