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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 APRIL 15, 2025 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

APRIL 15, 2025 

 Be It Remembered that a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville was held on the third Tuesday of April, being the 15th day of April 

2025, at 2:00 p.m., when and where were present the following, to-wit: 

 Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Stan Harrison, Dennis Land, Teddy Morrow, Bill 

Dugger and Bobby Walton. Also present were City Clerk Shonnah Weaver; City Attorney 

Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; Assistant Chief of Police Barry Thompson; 

Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill; Code Enforcement Officer Hughye McDaniel; 

Public Works Director Newt Benson; Fire Chief Tim Taylor; Deputy Fire Chief David 

Tarver; Civic Center Director Rodney Holley; Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods; Park 

& Recreation Director Heath Fullilove; and Jeremy Weldon of The Panolian 

 A quorum being present, the meeting was duly opened by the Mayor, and after the 

invocation given by Michael Bates, the following business was taken up. 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the agenda of March 15, 2025, was approved with additions.  
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
APRIL 15, 2025 

CITY OF BATESVILLE  
BOARD MEETING 

APRIL 15, 2025 
2:00 P.M.| CITY HALL 

AGENDA 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CALL TO ORDER:   Mayor Hal Ferrell 
 
INVOCATION:   Michael Bates   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
MAYOR’S WELCOME STATEMENT: “To all in attendance, pursuant to Order by the 
Board of Aldermen, adopted on March 1, 2022, in order to address the Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen, you must be on the agenda, and pursuant to Order adopted March 23, 2023, you 
must sign the sign-in sheet with a complete address.” 
 
APPROVE AGENDA 
 

 April 15, 2025 
 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETINGS 

 April 1, 2025- Regular Meeting 
 April 3, 2025- Adjourned Meeting 

 
 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Request permission for Newt Benson to attend the Global Damage Prevention 
Summit in Dallas, TX 9/16/25 – 9/18/25. MS811 will pay for lodging. I’m asking 
The City to pay for travel and per diem.  

2. Approval for Detective Justin Davis, Captain Richard Stonestreet, Lt. Jason Irby, 
Sgt. Greg Jones, and Sgt. Matthew Brown to attend the Mississippi Law 
Enforcement Officers Association Training 2025 Conference June 8-13, 2025, in 
Bay St. Louis, MS. All expenses will be paid/reimbursed by the city.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

PAY REQUEST AGENDA 
1. Approval of payment to Riverside Traffic Systems, Inc. in the amount of $16,900.00 

in connection with restriping. 
2. Approval of payment to South Panola in the amount of $154.00 in connection with 

five ferns for the Code office and two ferns for court.  
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 APRIL 15, 2025 

HUMAN RESOURCES 
1. Request permission to hire Malik Gleaton in the street department on the weed 

eater crew for $14.00/hr. 
2. Request permission to hire TaJavious Cotton in the street department on the weed 

eater crew for $14.00/hr. 
3. Request permission to hire Terance Doyle in the street department on the weed 

eater crew for $14.00/hr. 
4. Request permission to hire Gredrecus Ford in the street department on the weed 

eater crew for $14.00/hr.  
5. Request permission to hire Hunter Bryant in the wastewater treatment plant for 

$15.00/hr.  
6. Approval of promotion of Justin Hudson from firefighter to Driver/Operator on 

Shift A. His rate of pay will be $16.44. Effective April 17, 2025.  
7. Approval to promote Patrol Sergeant Chandler Williams to the rank of Lieutenant. 

His salary will increase to $27.72 per hour. Effective April 17, 2025.  
8. Accept the resignation of Bill Furniss from the Police Department. Effective April 

15, 2025.  

 
 
VISITORS 

1. Marshall Welsh- Gospel Music and BBQ fundraiser on May 3, 2025, on Batesville 
Square 

2. Linda Mitchell- support of 1st community fitness camp & campers 
3. Chris Pope- The Grace Place- release of funds 
4. Zach Schnor- environmental project to take green waste and shut off carbon and 

methane emissions.  
5. Connie Quick- Scared Youth Ministries  

 
 
 

BIDS 
 
 
PERMANENT VISITORS 
 Panola Partnership  
 North Delta Planning and Development 
 Mendrop Engineering Resources  
 Panola County Board of Supervisors and department heads 
 State or Federal legislators representing any part of Panola County 
 Any person engaged in contractual business with the City of Batesville  
 The Panolian Jeremy Weldon or his proxy 

 
PUBLIC HEARING – 3:00 P.M. 
 
 
REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – ANDY BERRYHILL 

1. Update on 111 Patton Lane clean-up 
2. Discuss Zoning use #26.000 Special Events 

 
 
 
 
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF POLICE – BARRY THOMPSON 

1. Approval to declare one metal cabinet as surplus property.  
 
 
 
CITY ATTORNEY – COLMON MITCHELL 
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APRIL 15, 2025 

 
CITY CLERK – SHONNAH WEAVER 

1. Approval to pay 2025 election workers 
2. Fair Housing Resolution 
3. Transfer of $300,000.00 from tourism to multi-purpose building.  

 
 
 
 
FIRE CHIEF – TIM TAYLOR 

1. Approval of specifications and obtain quotes for overhead door at station 1 
2. Accept donations in memory of Bobby York.  
3. Request to declare surplus property: exmark zero turn mower 
4. Request approval to destroy old Fire Department retained records for Murphy Oil 

Company from June 13, 2002- February 9, 2025.  
5. Request approval to purchase 14 refurbished portable radios with lapel mics 

(Intergraded Communications $44,096.00) and 10 remote microphones 
(Intergraded Communications $5,049.00) 

6. Approval to purchase bunker gear through MS State Contract- Sunbelt Fire in the 
amount of $40,418.00 

 
 
 
CIVIC CENTER DIRECTOR – RODNEY HOLLEY 

1. Upcoming events at the BCC (flyers attached, please display on the TV screen) 
2. Ladder improvement plan when flags at BCC entrance are in need of replacement 

(info attached) 
3. MS Wolfpack football game 

 
 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR – HEATH FULLILOVE 

1. Boy Scouts to use the Batesville Mounds on April 25-27, 2025.  
2. Elite 100 Baseball Camp at American Legion Park on June 14 & 15, 2025.  

 
 
 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR – NEWT BENSON 

1. Requesting permission to accept Bond Recommendation for timber project off 
MLK South.  

2. Requesting permission to accept a change order ($2,925.00) from Marchbanks 
Specialty, per the approved written proposal, for additional metal roof decking for 
the Sludge Press Building at the WWTP.  

 
 
OTHER MATTERS BY MAYOR OR ALDERMAN: 
 
  
POTENTIAL EXECUTIVE SESSION 

1. Possible executive session – Personnel  
2. Insituform Roof with Joe Azar 
3. Newt’s Vacation 
4. Easements on Hwy 6 East 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
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 APRIL 15, 2025 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the minutes of the April 1, 2025, regular meeting and April 3, 2025, 

adjourned meeting were approved. 

 

 

IN RE: SIGNATURE SHEET FOR MEETING OF APRIL 15, 2025 
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APRIL 15, 2025 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Upon motion of Alderman Land and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the consent 

agenda be, and they are hereby approved: 

3. Request permission for Newt Benson to attend the Global Damage Prevention 
Summit in Dallas, TX 9/16/25 – 9/18/25. MS811 will pay for lodging. I’m asking 
The City to pay for travel and per diem.  

4. Approval for Detective Justin Davis, Captain Richard Stonestreet, Lt. Jason Irby, 
Sgt. Greg Jones, and Sgt. Matthew Brown to attend the Mississippi Law 
Enforcement Officers Association Training 2025 Conference June 8-13, 2025, in 
Bay St. Louis, MS. All expenses will be paid/reimbursed by the city.  

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF PAY REQUEST AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the pay request 

agenda be, and they are hereby approved:  

1. Approval of payment to Riverside Traffic Systems, Inc. in the amount of $16,900.00 
in connection with restriping. 

2. Approval of payment to South Panola in the amount of $154.00 in connection with 
five ferns for the Code office and two ferns for court.  

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF HUMAN RESOURCES AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the human 

resources agenda be, and they are hereby approved: 

1. Request permission to hire Malik Gleaton in the street department on the weed 
eater crew for $14.00/hr. 

2. Request permission to hire TaJavious Cotton in the street department on the weed 
eater crew for $14.00/hr. 

3. Request permission to hire Terance Doyle in the street department on the weed 
eater crew for $14.00/hr. 

4. Request permission to hire Gredrecus Ford in the street department on the weed 
eater crew for $14.00/hr.  

5. Request permission to hire Hunter Bryant in the wastewater treatment plant for 
$15.00/hr.  

6. Approval of promotion of Justin Hudson from firefighter to Driver/Operator on 
Shift A. His rate of pay will be $16.44. Effective April 17, 2025.  

7. Approval to promote Patrol Sergeant Chandler Williams to the rank of Lieutenant. 
His salary will increase to $27.72 per hour. Effective April 17, 2025.  

8. Accept the resignation of Bill Furniss from the Police Department. Effective April 
15, 2025.  
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 APRIL 15, 2025 

IN RE: JR HOUSE FOR MEN 
 

The Mayor recognized Marshall Welsh who appeared before the Mayor and Board 

of Aldermen requesting permission to host a Gospel Music and BBQ fundraiser on the 

Batesville Square on May 3, 2025, for the men at JR’s House.  

Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the request above be and it is hereby approved with said event being 

coordinated with the Batesville Police Department and Batesville Street Department.  

 

 

IN RE: MATCHING FUND DONATION - THE GRACE PLACE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

RESOLUTION 

 WHEREAS, The Grace Place, Inc. has requested the City to make a matching funds 

donation to The Grace Place, Inc. to assist in their funding; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen believe that The Grace Place, Inc. 

provides a valuable service to the City, the community and to the youth of the City and 

community and that it would be in the best interest of the City to make a donation to The 

Grace Place, Inc.; and 

 WHEREAS, Section 21-19-65 of the Mississippi Code of 1972 authorizes the 

governing authorities of any municipality to expend monies from the Municipal General 

Funds to match any other funds for the purpose of supporting social and community service 

programs; and 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen as 

follows:     1. 

 That the Mayor and Board of Aldermen hereby find and determine that The Grace 

Place, Inc. provides a social and community service program of the same kind and nature of 

those set forth in Section 21-19-65 of the Mississippi Code of 1972 and is encompassed 

therein; and 

2.  

 That the Board does hereby order that the City donate to The Grace Place, Inc. the 

sum of Seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($7,500.00) to match, dollar for dollar, any 

other funds received by The Grace Place, Inc. from Cube Ice Co Inc., for support of their 

organization, said donation being contingent upon receipt of proof of matching funds. 

 RESOLVED this the 15nd day of April, 2025. 
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APRIL 15, 2025 

IN RE: YOUTH MINISTRY 

The Mayor recognized Connie Quick, a volunteer of Youth Ministry Scared Straight, 

who appeared before the Mayor and Board of Aldermen requesting for the City of Batesville 

to donate to their ministry for providing food to the Police Department.  

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the request above be and it is hereby taken under advisement.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: NATURAL WASTE SOLUTIONS 
 

The Mayor recognized Zach Schnor of Natural Waste Solutions who appeared before 

the Mayor and Board of Aldermen requesting permission to have an environmental project 

to take green waste and shut off carbon and methane emissions in the City of Batesville.   

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the request above be and it is hereby approved.  
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 APRIL 15, 2025 

IN RE: CONTRIBUTION TO PANOLA PARTNERSHIP 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted:  

R E S O L U T I O N  

 WHEREAS, Chapter 824, Local and Private Laws of 1992, as amended from time 

to time and last amended by Senate Bill 2518, Mississippi Legislative, 2023 Regular Session, 

authorizes the City of Batesville, Mississippi [“City”], to levy and collect the tax specified 

therein for the purpose of providing funds for the promotion of tourism, economic 

development, and industry in the City and the surrounding area, and authorizes the City to 

expend said funds for the purpose of carrying out programs and activities designed to attract 

visitors, tourists, and industry in order to promote and enhance the tourism, industry, and 

economic development of the City and the surrounding area; and 

 WHEREAS, Section(s) 21-19-44 and 21-19-44.1 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, 

as amended, authorizes municipal governing authorities of municipalities to appropriate, 

contribute, and donate to, or expend budgeted funds for, local economic development 

organizations; and 

 WHEREAS, Panola Partnership, Inc. is a local economic development organization 

and is a Mississippi non-profit corporation organized and existing under and by virtue of the 

laws of the State of Mississippi for the purpose of promoting economic development, 

commerce, trade, business, education, and industry in Panola County, Mississippi; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that 

the  Panola Partnership, Inc. is an organization to which the City may appropriate, contribute, 

and donate to, or expend budgeted funds for, pursuant to the authority of Section(s) 21-19-

44 and 21-19-44.1 of the Mississippi Code of 1972 as amended; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that 

monies contributed to the Panola Partnership, Inc. for special events pursuant to Section(s) 

21-19-44 and 21-19-44.1 and are used for the purpose of carrying out programs and activities 

designed to attract visitors, tourists, and industry in order to promote and enhance the 

tourism, industry, and economic development of the City and the surrounding area; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that 

the City is authorized by Section(s) 21-19-44 and 21-19-44.1 and Chapter 824, Local and 

Private Laws of 1992, as amended from time to time and last amended by Senate Bill 2518, 

Mississippi Legislative, 2023 Regular Session, to contribute funds received from the tax 

authorized by said Senate Bill to the Panola Partnership, Inc. for special events for the 

purposes set forth above. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville, Mississippi, as follows: 

      1. 

 That the recitations set forth above are true and correct. 

      2. 

 That the City of Batesville shall set aside and appropriate from the City’s tourism 

and industry promotion tax fund and expend and contribute such funds to the Panola 

Partnership, Inc. for special events in the amount of $100,000.00, and the City Clerk is 

authorized to do so. 

 RESOLVED, this the 15th of April, 2025. 
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IN RE: REQUEST FOR FUNDS - MAIN STREET PROGRAM 
 
 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

R E S O L U T I O N  

 WHEREAS, Chapter 824, Local and Private Laws of 1992, as amended from time 

to time and last amended by Senate Bill 2518, Mississippi Legislative, 2023 Regular Session, 

authorizes the City of Batesville, Mississippi [“City”], to levy and collect the tax specified 

therein for the purpose of providing funds for the promotion of tourism, economic 

development, and industry in the City and the surrounding area, and authorizes the City to 

expend said funds for the purpose of carrying out programs and activities designed to attract 

visitors, tourists, and industry in order to promote and enhance tourism, industry, and 

economic development of the City and the surrounding area; and 

 WHEREAS, Section(s) 21-19-44 and 21-19-44.1 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, 

as amended, authorizes municipal governing authorities of municipalities to appropriate, 

contribute, and donate to, or expend budgeted funds for, local economic development 

organizations; and 

 WHEREAS, the Main Street Program is a program administered by the Panola 

Partnership, Inc., a Mississippi non profit corporation, a local economic development 

organization and existing under and by virtue of the laws of the State of Mississippi for the 

purpose of promoting and enhancing economic development, commerce, trade, business, 

education, tourism and industry in Panola County, Mississippi; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that 

the Main Street Program is an organization to which the City may appropriate, contribute, 

and donate to, or expend budgeted funds for, pursuant to the authority of Section(s) 21-19-

44 and 21-19-44.1 of the Mississippi Code of 1972 as amended and the aforesaid House 

Bills; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that 

monies contributed to the Main Street Program pursuant to Section(s) 21-19-44 and 21-19-

44.1 and are used for the purpose of carrying out programs and activities designed to attract 

visitors, tourists, and industry in order to promote and enhance tourism, industry, and 

economic development of the City and the surrounding area; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that 

the City is authorized by Section(s) 21-19-44 and 21-19-44.1 and Chapter 824, Local and 

Private Laws of 1992, as amended from time to time and last amended by Senate Bill 2518, 

Mississippi Legislative, 2023 Regular Session, to contribute funds received from the tax 

authorized by said Senate Bill to the Main Street Program for the purposes set forth above. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville, Mississippi, as follows: 

      1. 

 That the recitations set forth above are true and correct. 

      2. 

 That the City of Batesville shall set aside and appropriate from the City’s tourism 

and industry promotion tax fund and expend and contribute such funds to the Main Street 

Program in the amount of $40,000.00, and the City Clerk is authorized to do so. 

 RESOLVED, this the 15th day of April, 2025. 
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IN RE:  APPROVAL FOR MAYOR TO SIGN  

The Mayor recognized Darrell Dixon of North Delta Planning and Development 

District who appeared before the Mayor and Board of Aldermen requesting that the Mayor 

sign the MCWI Quarterly report. 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the above request be, and it is hereby granted. 
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APRIL 15, 2025 

IN RE:  APPROVAL FOR MAYOR TO SIGN  

The Mayor recognized Darrell Dixon of North Delta Planning and Development 

District who appeared before the Mayor and Board of Aldermen requesting that the Mayor 

sign the Delta Regional Authority Quarterly report. 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the above request be and it is hereby granted. 
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IN RE: 113 PATTON LANE 

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Greg Smith of Mendrop Engineering Resources 

and the Legal Department title search and survey 113 Patton Lane, if necessary.  

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: SURPLUS PROPERTY  

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

R E S O L U T I O N 

  BE IT RESOLVED that the following equipment is obsolete and is not needed for 

municipal purposes and therefore, the equipment should be and is hereby declared to be 

surplus property and further ordered that said equipment, having no value shall be disposed 

of as junk, described as follows, to-wit: 

- (1) metal cabinet city #00309 
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IN RE: ORDINANCE 

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Ordinance was adopted: 

ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 2-4 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES,  
CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY 
OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
That Section 2-4 of The Code of Ordinances, City of Batesville, Mississippi, is hereby 
amended by adding the following paragraph after the existing paragraph: 
 
If  the  Mayor and Board of Aldermen find as fact that  circumstances exist or will exist at 
city hall that prevent or adversely impact  the holding of a meeting  there or if the first 
Tuesday or the third Tuesday of a month is the same day that an election governed by 
Federal or State of Mississippi law is being held, and City Hall is a polling place for the 
election, then the location of the meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen that day 
will be Room ___________ of the Batesville Civic Center located at 290 Civic Center 
Drive, Batesville, Mississippi. 
 
ORDAINED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED on the 15th day of April, 2025. 
 
 
            
             _________________________________ 
       Hal Ferrell, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________ 
SHONNAH WEAVER, CITY CLERK 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO PAY 2025 ELECTION WORKERS 
 
 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following 2025 Election workers for the 

General Election be paid as follows: 

 Poll Workers/managers   $200.00 per day 

Receiving & Returning Poll Managers  $50.00 ($25.00 each way) 

 Training for Election Personnel  $12.00 per hour 

 Resolution Board    $200.00/election day 

 Election Commissioners   $20.00 per hour except on election day 

 
 
 
IN RE: FAIR HOUSING MONTH PROCLAMATION 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Proclamation was adopted: 
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IN RE: FAIR HOUSING RESOLUTION 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 
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IN RE: TRANSFER OF FUNDS - TOURISM TO MULTI PURPOSE 
BUILDING 

 
 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

RESOLUTION 

 WHEREAS, the City of Batesville, Mississippi, is authorized under Chapter 824, Local 

and Private Laws of 1992, as amended by Chapter 912, Local and Private Laws of 1997, as 

amended by House Bill Number 1587 of the 2016 Mississippi Legislative Session, as further 

amended by Senate Bill 2518 of the 2023 Mississippi Regular Legislative Session, to collect 

certain revenue and expend same for the purpose of establishing, promoting, and developing 

tourism, economic development and industry and related matters within the city and the 

surrounding areas; and 

 WHEREAS, the Batesville Civic Center is owned and operated by the City to help 

establish, promote, and develop tourism, economic development and industry and related matters 

within the City and surrounding areas. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

1. 

 That the Mayor and Board of Aldermen does hereby find and determine that the 

Batesville Civic Center is owned and operated by the City in a manner that helps to establish, 

promote, and develop tourism, economic development, and industry and related matters within 

the city and the surrounding area. 

2. 

 That the Mayor and Board of Aldermen does hereby find and determine that the 

Batesville Civic Center attracts visitors and tourists to the City and will help to promote and 

enhance the tourism, industry, and economic development of the city and the surrounding area. 

3. 

 That the city shall set aside, appropriate, expend and transfer from the revenues received 

pursuant to said Chapter 824 and said amendments, a sum not to exceed $300,000.00 to the fund 

for the Batesville Civic Center known as the Multi-Purpose Building Fund for use in the 

operation and maintenance of the Batesville Civic Center. 

 RESOLVED this the 15th day of April, 2025. 
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APRIL 15, 2025 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF SPECIFICATIONS FOR OVERHEAD DOOR AT 
STATION 1 & OBTAIN QUOTES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following specifications for overhead door at 

Station 1, be and they are hereby approved, and further ordered that Fire Chief Tim Taylor 

be and he is hereby authorized to obtain quotes for said overhead door at Station 1. 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO ACCEPT DONATION- FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

 On motion made by Alderman Dugger, second by Alderman Land and unanimously 

carried upon a vote being taken there, it was ordered that the donation made to the Batesville 

Fire Department by private citizens of funds in memory of Bobby York, be and it is hereby 

accepted, and will be used for the Free Smoke Detector Hand Out Program.  
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IN RE: SURPLUS PROPERTY - FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Dugger and upon unanimous 

vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

R E S O L U T I O N 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the following equipment is obsolete and is not needed for 

municipal purposes and therefore, the equipment should be and is hereby declared to be 

surplus property and further ordered that said equipment, shall be disposed of through 

govdeals.com, an online auction, described as follows, to-wit:  

- exmark zero turn mower Model Number LZX29KA606. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: SURPLUS PROPERTY  

 Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

R E S O L U T I O N 

  BE IT RESOLVED that the following equipment is obsolete and is not needed for 

municipal purposes and therefore, the equipment should be and is hereby declared to be 

surplus property and further ordered that said equipment, having no value shall be disposed 

of as junk, described as follows, to-wit: 

- The Fire Department retained records for Murphy Oil Company from June 13, 2002- 

February 9, 2025.  
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 APRIL 15, 2025 

IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED- 14 REFURBISHED PORTABLE RADIOS 

The City of Batesville received the following quotes for 14 refurbished portable 

radios: 

INTERGRADED COMMUNICATIONS   $44,096.00 

NASHVILLE COMMUNICATIONS  $49,576.00 

 

 Upon recommendation of Fire Chief Tim Taylor and upon motion of Alderman 

Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered 

that the quote from Intergraded Communications in the amount of $44,096.00 be and it is 

hereby approved and accepted as the lowest and best quote. Copies of the quotes are on file 

in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
APRIL 15, 2025 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO PURCHASE 10 REMOTE MICROPHONES– MS 
STATE CONTRACT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Fire Chief Tim Taylor be and he is hereby 

authorized to purchase ten remote microphones from Integrated Communications/Motorola 

Solutions in the amount of $5,049.00 through MS State Contract. 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 APRIL 15, 2025 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO PURCHASE BUNKER GEAR– MS STATE 
CONTRACT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Fire Chief Tim Taylor be and he is hereby 

authorized to purchase bunker gear from Sunbelt Fire in the amount of $40,418.00 through 

MS State Contract. 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO PURCHASE  

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Civic Center Director Rodney Holley purchase a 

Glidesafe 32-ft fiberglass extension ladder from Lowe’s in the amount of $529.00.  
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
APRIL 15, 2025 

IN RE: MS WOLFPACK FOOTBALL GAME  

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that MS Wolfpack football may rent the Civic Center arena 

floor, north parking lot, and two rooms for the teams to get dressed. The tailgate will begin on 

June 14, 2025, at noon with kick off time at 7:00 p.m. The premises will be vacated immediately 

after the game.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
IN RE: APPROVAL FOR BOY SCOUTS CAMPOUT - BATESVILLE 

MOUNDS 
 
 Upon unanimous consent, it was requested that the use of the Batesville Mounds 

April 25-27, 2025, by the Boy Scouts, in order to hold a campout, be and it is hereby 

approved. 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: ELITE 100 BASEBALL CAMP 

Upon motion of Alderman Land and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the request for the use of the American Legion 

Park on June 14-15, 2025, in order to hold Elite 100 Baseball Camp, be and it is hereby 

approved. 
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 APRIL 15, 2025 

IN RE: PATTON LANE PARK 

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Greg Smith of Mendrop Engineering Resources 

and Public Works Director Newt Benson get information about installing a bridge across 

the ditch to Hope Ministry from Patton Lane Park.  

 

 

 

 

IN RE: BOND RECOMMENDATION 

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the City of Batesville accept the bond 

recommendation for timber project off MLK South.  
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
APRIL 15, 2025 

IN RE: CHANGE ORDER – MARCHBANKS SPECIALTY 

There came on for discussion the approval of Change Order Number 1, set out below 

in connection with the additional metal roof decking for the Sludge Press Building at the 

WWTP. 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and unanimously 

carried upon the affirmative vote of all board members present, the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen of the City found and determined that the changes or modifications to the original 

contract as shown in the Change Order are necessary or would better serve the purpose of 

the City, are necessary or incidental to the completion and scope of the work as originally 

bid, are not outside the scope of the original contact, are commercially reasonable, are not 

made to circumvent the public purchasing statutes and the increased contract amount by 

$2,925.00 is reasonable and ordered that said Change Order No. 1, shown below, be and the 

same is hereby approved resulting in a revised contract price of $20,340.00: 
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 APRIL 15, 2025 

IN RE:  MAYOR TO SIGN 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Mayor Hal Ferrell be & he is hereby authorized 

to sign the City of Batesville Projects DR-4350.  
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
APRIL 15, 2025 

IN OPEN SESSION 
 
 Alderman Harrison moved that the meeting be closed to determine whether or not 

the Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Thereafter, upon the 

affirmative votes of Aldermen Walton, Land, Dugger, Morrow and Harrison it was ordered 

that the meeting be closed in order to determine whether or not the Board should declare an 

executive session. 

 

 

 

IN THE CLOSED MEETING 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the meeting is closed to determine whether or not the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Present in the closed 

meeting were: Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; City 

Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; City Clerk Shonnah Weaver; and 

Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods. 

 On motion made by Alderman Harrison, seconded by Alderman Morrow, and 

unanimously carried upon the affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Walton, Dugger, 

Morrow and Harrison it was ordered that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen go into 

executive session in order to discuss personnel matters, acquisition of real property, 

appealable order, potential purchase of real property, leasing city property, and real estate 

matter.  

 

 

IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will go into executive 

session for discussing personnel matters, acquisition of real property, appealable order, 

potential purchase of real property, leasing city property, and real estate matter and that the 

total vote on the motion to go into executive session was five (5) aldermen in favor and no 

aldermen opposed. Those present in the open meeting were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen 

Harrison, Land, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of 

Police Dennis Darby; City Clerk Shonnah Weaver; and Administrative Assistant Sulli 

Woods  
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 APRIL 15, 2025 

IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen are in executive 

session. Those present in executive session were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Walton, 

Dugger, Morrow and Land; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; 

City Clerk Shonnah Weaver; and Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods. 

 There came on for discussion of a personnel matter. (Public Works Director Newt 

Benson was present for this conversation.) 

There came on for discussion acquisition of real property. (Public Works Director 

Newt Benson was present for this conversation.) 

 There came on for discussion of an appealable order. (Public Works Director Newt 

Benson, Panola Partnership Director Joe Azar, and Darrell Dixon of North Delta Planning 

and Development were present for this conversation.) 

There came on for discussion of a personnel matter. (Chief Building Official Andy 

Berryhill was present for this conversation.) 

There came on for discussion of potential purchase of real property. (Public Works 

Director Newt Benson was present for this conversation.) 

There came on for discussion of leasing city property. (Public Works Director Newt 

Benson was present for this conversation.) 

There came on for discussion of real estate matter. 

There came on for discussion of a personnel matter. (Public Works Director Newt 

Benson and Parks and Recreation Director Heath Fullilove were present for this 

conversation.) 

  

 

 

IN OPEN MEETING 

The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen are now in open 

meeting. Those present were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and 

Walton; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; City Clerk Shonnah 

Weaver; and Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods. 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
APRIL 15, 2025 

IN RE: LEASING CITY PROPERTY 

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that if an individual has an event on the Batesville 

Square, they will be required to pay a $200.00 deposit for clean up and obtain liability 

insurance in addition to signing the contract. 

 

 

 

IN RE: QUIT CLAIM DEED  

Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Mayor Hal Ferrell and City Clerk Shonnah Weaver 

sign a quit claim deed.  
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 APRIL 15, 2025 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned to reconvene at 

2:00 o’clock p.m., April 29, 2025, at the City Hall at 103 College Street, Batesville, 

Mississippi. 

 In accordance with Section 25-41-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, a notice 

of said regular meeting has been posted in the City Hall and a copy of said notice follows 

these minutes. 

      ________________________________ 
      Mayor  

 

____________________________________ 
Clerk of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
Of the City of Batesville, Mississippi 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
APRIL 15, 2025 

 
NOTICE OF PLACE, DATE, HOUR AND SUBJECT MATTER 

OF AN ADJOURNED MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 The adjourned meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen, shall be held on the 

following subject matter at the following place, date, and hour, to-wit: 

 

 Place: City Hall, 103 College Street, Batesville, MS  38606   

           

 Date: April 29, 2025                   

  

 Hour:   2:00 p.m.          

 

 Subject Matter:   To transact any and all business that may be transacted at a meeting 

of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen. 

 The meeting may be conducted through teleconference or video means. Participation 

is available to the general public at said location. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


