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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 JANUARY 7, 2025 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

JANUARY 7, 2024 

 Be It Remembered that a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville was held on the first Tuesday of January, being the 7th day of January 

2024, at 2:00 p.m., when and where were present the following, to-wit: 

 Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Stan Harrison, Dennis Land, Bill Dugger, and Teddy 

Morrow, Also present were City Clerk Shonnah Weaver; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; 

Chief of Police Dennis Darby; Assistant Chief of Police Barry Thompson; Chief Building 

Official Andy Berryhill; Assistant Public Works Director Gary Snider; Civic Center Director 

Rodney Holley; Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods; and The Panolian Jeremy Weldon.  

 A quorum being present, the meeting was duly opened by the Mayor, and after the 

invocation given by Tommy Snyder, the following business was taken up. 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the agenda of January 7, 2024, was approved with an addition to 

opening bids.  
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JANUARY 7, 2025 

CITY OF BATESVILLE  
BOARD MEETING 

JANUARY 7, 2024 
2:00 P.M.| CITY HALL 

AGENDA 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Hal Ferrell 
 
INVOCATION:  Tommy Snyder    
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
MAYOR’S WELCOME STATEMENT: “To all in attendance, pursuant to Order by the 
Board of Aldermen, adopted on March 1, 2022, in order to address the Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen, you must be on the agenda, and pursuant to Order adopted March 23, 2023, you 
must sign the sign-in sheet with a complete address.” 
 
APPROVE AGENDA 
 

 January 7, 2025 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETINGS 
 

 December 17, 2024- Regular Meeting 
 

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

1. Approval to allow Christopher Hillhouse, Jaden Dawkins, and Justin Johnson to 
attend the Haz Mat Awareness and Operations course delivered through MSFA. 
They must attend one week at the MSFA where students will take finals and test on 
JPR’s classes starting February 3, 2025, online. Campus classes start February 17-
21, 2025.  They will travel in a city vehicle. All expenses will be paid/reimbursed by 
the city. 
 

 
 

 
 
PAY REQUEST AGENDA 

1. Approval of payment to be made to Taylor Power Systems in the amount of $12, 
500.00 in connection with LED light tower. Approved on December 17, 2024.  

2. Approval of payment to be made to Southern Pipe & Supply in the amount of 
$11,600.00 in connection with four fire hydrants. Approval on November 19, 2024.  

3. Approval of payment to be made to First Security Bank in the amount of $74,634.02 
in connection with 1st payment for leaf loader.  

4. Approval of payment to be made to Deere Credit, Inc. in the amount of $7,875.42 in 
connection with leasing two backhoes.  

5. Approval of payment to be made to Cadence Bank in the amount of $56,701.43 for 
the fourth installment on the street sweeper.  

 
 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES  

1. Approval for Kaye Smythe to work on an as needed basis at an hourly rate of $20.00 
per hour in connection with the 2025 election.  
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VISITORS 
 
 

PERMANENT VISITORS 
 Panola Partnership  
 North Delta Planning and Development  
 Mendrop Engineering Resources  
 Panola County Board of Supervisors and department heads 
 State or Federal legislators representing any part of Panola County 
 Any person engaged in contractual business with the City of Batesville 
 The Panolian Jeremy Weldon or his proxy 

 
PUBLIC HEARING – 3:00 P.M. 

1. Conditional Use Permit- Barefoot Village, Don Mays for fireworks trailer 
 
BIDS 
 
 
REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – ANDY BERRYHILL 

1. Monthly inspection & Complaint list 
2. Planning commission minutes meeting for December 

 
 
 
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF POLICE – BARRY THOMPSON 
 
 
CITY ATTORNEY – COLMON MITCHELL 
 
 
 
 
CITY CLERK – SHONNAH WEAVER 
 
 
 
FIRE CHIEF – TIM TAYLOR 

1. Accept donation from Finch-Henry Job Corps Center in the amount of $462.50. 
Request these funds be used to purchase smoke detectors to support the department’s 
free smoke detector hand out program.  

 
 
 
 
 
CIVIC CENTER DIRECTOR – RODNEY HOLLEY 

1. 2024 review of events and attendance  
 

 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR – HEATH FULLILOVE 
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 PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR – NEWT BENSON 
1. Requesting permission to accept quotes for purchasing building.  

 Greenwood Sheet Metal & Roofing - $16,282.00 
 Marchbanks Specialty - $15,929.00 

2. Requesting permission to accept quotes for WWTP, Sludge Press Building 

 Greenwood Sheet Metal & Roofing - $19,752.00 
 Marchbanks Specialty - $17,415.00  

3. Request permission to accept the bid for vacuum truck/combo  
 VacTrkSalesSvc. - $502,000.00 

4. Request permission to accept quotes for a handheld laser gas detector. 
 BK Corrosion - $33,935.00 
 CGS Utility Products - $24,693.75 

 
 
 
 
ALLOW CLAIMS: 49716-50231 (includes The Co-Op) 
 
 
OTHER MATTERS BY MAYOR OR ALDERMAN: 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IN RE: APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, December 17, 2024, regular meeting was approved. 
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 JANUARY 7, 2025 

IN RE: SIGNATURE SHEET FOR MEETING OF JANUARY 7, 2025 

 
 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the consent 

agenda be, and they are hereby approved: 

1. Approval to allow Christopher Hillhouse, Jaden Dawkins, and Justin Johnson to 
attend the Haz Mat Awareness and Operations course delivered through MSFA. 
They must attend one week at the MSFA where students will take finals and test on 
JPR’s classes starting February 3, 2025, online. Campus classes start February 17-
21, 2025.  They will travel in a city vehicle. All expenses will be paid/reimbursed 
by the city.  
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF PAY REQUEST AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the pay request 

agenda be, and they are hereby approved:  

1. Approval of payment to be made to Taylor Power Systems in the amount of $12, 
500.00 in connection with LED light tower. Approved on December 17, 2024.  

2. Approval of payment to be made to Southern Pipe & Supply in the amount of 
$11,600.00 in connection with four fire hydrants. Approval on November 19, 2024.  

3. Approval of payment to be made to First Security Bank in the amount of $74,634.02 
in connection with 1st payment for leaf loader.  

4. Approval of payment to be made to Deere Credit, Inc. in the amount of $7,875.42 in 
connection with leasing two backhoes.  

5. Approval of payment to be made to Cadence Bank in the amount of $56,701.43 for 
the fourth installment on the street sweeper.  

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF HUMAN RESOURCES AGENDA 

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the human 

resources agenda be, and they are hereby approved:  

2. Approval for Kaye Smythe to work on an as needed basis at an hourly rate of $20.00 
per hour in connection with the 2025 election.  
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IN RE:  MAYOR TO SIGN 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Mayor Hal Ferrell sign the Delta Regional 

Authority’s (DRA) standard award documents.  

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE:  MAYOR TO SIGN 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Mayor Hal Ferrell sign the State of Mississippi 

Volkswagen Environmental Mitigation Project Annual Report 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE:  MAYOR TO SIGN 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Mayor Hal Ferrell sign the MCWI Grant Quarterly 

Progress Report.  
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JANUARY 7, 2025 

IN RE: PUBLIC HEARING - 3:00 P.M. 
PUBLIC HEARING – THE BOILING POT, LLC – CONDITIONAL 
USE PERMIT 

 

 The Mayor opened the Public Hearing and Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill 

explained the purpose of the hearing being a request from Don Mays for a Conditional Use 

Permit to allow for Use #2.240 Sales from temporary or portable buildings,  

tent or other structures in a C-2, Commercial Zone. Said real property is owned by F.W. 

Loden, III and is located at Mid-Town Market Shopping Center on Hwy. 6, East lying and 

situated in the City of Batesville, Second Judicial District of Panola County, Mississippi, 

and is more particularly described as follows, to-wit: 

Lot (93.8x400) part of the Southeast Quarter of the 
Southwest Quarter north of Hwy. 6, East located in 
Section 9, Township 9 South, Range 7 West in the 

City of Batesville, Second Judicial District of Panola 
County, Mississippi at Mid-Town Market Shopping 

Center 
and  

 Notice of said hearing having been published in the manner and for the time required 

by law as evidenced by a copy of the Proof of Publication attached hereto: 

 No one was present in support or opposition of this request.  

 Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill reported that the Planning Commission 

recommended said Conditional Use Permit request be granted at their meeting held on 

November 25, 2024. 

 The Mayor declared the hearing closed.   
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 JANUARY 7, 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REQUEST – THE BOILING POT, 
LLC 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the request from Don Mays for a conditional use 

permit to allow for Use #2.240 Sales from temporary or portable buildings,  

tent or other structures in a C-2, Commercial Zone located at Mid-Town Market Shopping 

Center on Hwy. 6, East, be and it is hereby approved for a two-year period.  
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JANUARY 7, 2025 

IN RE: BIDS RECEIVED – HARMON CIRCLE & SEWER 
REPLACEMENT 

 This day the Mayor and Board of Aldermen received sealed competitive bids for 

street overlay project, pursuant to advertisement made in the manner and for the time 

provided by law as evidenced by a copy of Proof of Publication attached hereto. Greg Smith 

of Mendrop Engineering Resources, having read aloud said bids, found that the following 

bids were received and are on file in the Office of the City Clerk. 

 R-CON       $641,014.00 
 
 HICKSON MOONEY CONSTRUCTION $998,918.00 
 
 Having heard all bids received, upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of 

Alderman Morrow and upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the bid from R-Con 

in the amount of $641,014.00 be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best bid for the 

Street Overlay project. 
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IN RE: BIDS RECEIVED – HWY 35 NORTH SEWER IMPROVEMENTS 

 This day the Mayor and Board of Aldermen received sealed competitive bids for 

street overlay project, pursuant to advertisement made in the manner and for the time 

provided by law as evidenced by a copy of Proof of Publication attached hereto. Greg Smith 

of Mendrop Engineering Resources, having read aloud said bids, found that the following 

bids were received and are on file in the Office of the City Clerk. 

 BROCATO CONSTRUCTION  $3,856,720.29 
 
 
 Having heard all bids received, upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of 

Alderman Harrison and upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the bids be and they 

are hereby taken under advisement. 
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JANUARY 7, 2025 

IN RE: FINCH-HENRY JOB CORPS CENTER DONATIONS 

Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the City of Batesville accept the donation from 

Finch-Henry Job Corps Center in the amount of $462.50 and to use these funds to purchase 

smoke detectors to support the department’s free smoke detector hand out program.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: VACUUM TRUCK/COMBO- OBTAIN QUOTES 

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the board directed City Clerk Shonnah Weaver to obtain quotes for 

financing of the Sewer Vacuum Truck.   
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IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED-REPLACING THE ROOF ON PURCHASING 

CLERK’S BUILDING 

The City of Batesville received the following quotes for replacing the roof on the 

purchasing clerk’s building: 

Greenwood Sheet Metal & Roofing      $16,282.00 

Marchbanks Specialty               $15,929.00 

 Upon recommendation of Public Works Director Newt Benson and upon motion of 

Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon unanimous vote taken, it was 

ordered that the quote from Marchbanks Specialty or in the amount of $15,929.00 be and it 

is hereby approved and accepted as the lowest and best quote. Copies of the quotes are on 

file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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JANUARY 7, 2025 

IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED-REPLACING THE ROOF ON WWTP-

SLUDGE PRESS BUILDING 

The City of Batesville received the following quotes for replacing the roof on the 

purchasing building: 

Greenwood Sheet Metal & Roofing      $19,752.00 

Marchbanks Specialty               $17,415.00 

 Upon recommendation of Public Works Director Newt Benson and upon motion of 

Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon unanimous vote taken, it was 

ordered that the quote from Marchbanks Specialty or in the amount of $17,415.00 be and it 

is hereby approved and accepted as the lowest and best quote. Copies of the quotes are on 

file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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 JANUARY 7, 2025 

IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED-HANDHELD LASER GAS DETECTOR 

The City of Batesville received the following quotes for a handheld laser gas 

detector: 

BK Corrosion   $33,935.00 

CGS Utility Products   $24,693.75 

 Upon recommendation of Public Works Director Newt Benson and upon motion of 

Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon unanimous vote taken, it was 

ordered that the quote from CGS Utility Products or in the amount of $24,693.75 be and it 

is hereby approved and accepted as the lowest and best quote. Copies of the quotes are on 

file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows: 

 

*Alderman Harrison recused himself from the meeting. 
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JANUARY 7, 2025 

IN RE: ALLOW CLAIMS 

 On motion made by Alderman Morrow, second by Alderman Walton and 

unanimously carried upon a vote being taken there, it was ordered by the Mayor and Board 

of Aldermen of the City of Batesville, Mississippi that claims numbered 49715-50231 

(includes the Co-Op) be and the same are hereby approved and allowed and shall be paid by 

Warrant drawn on the fund indicated. 

 
*Alderman Harrison returned to the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: FAITH DRIVE- STREETLIGHT 

Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Public Works Director remove the security light 

off pole number 44H29-01 and add a streetlight to the existing pole.  

 

 

 

 

 

IN OPEN SESSION 
 
 Alderman Harrison moved that the meeting be closed to determine whether or not 

the Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Thereafter, upon the 

affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Dugger, Morrow and Harrison it was ordered that the 

meeting be closed in order to determine whether or not the Board should declare an executive 

session. 
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IN THE CLOSED MEETING 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the meeting is closed to determine whether or not the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Present in the closed 

meeting were: Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, and Morrow; City 

Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; Assistant Chief of Police Barry 

Thompson; City Clerk Shonnah Weaver and Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods. 

 On motion made by Alderman Harrison, seconded by Alderman Land, and 

unanimously carried upon the affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Walton, Dugger, 

Morrow and Harrison it was ordered that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen go into 

executive session in order to discuss expansion of healthcare, potential litigation, lease of 

City Property, personnel, and conveyance of real property 

 

  

 

IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will go into executive 

session for the purpose of discussing expansion of Healthcare, potential litigation, lease of 

City Property, personnel, and conveyance of real property and that the total vote on the 

motion to go into executive session was four (4) aldermen in favor and no aldermen opposed. 

Those present in the open meeting were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Land, Dugger, 

and Morrow; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; Assistant Chief 

of Police Barry Thompson; City Clerk Shonnah Weaver and Administrative Assistant Sulli 

Woods. 
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IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen are in executive 

session. Those present in executive session were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Walton, 

Dugger, Morrow and Land; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; 

City Clerk Shonnah Weaver and Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods. 

      There came on for discussion of expansion of healthcare. (Panola Partnership 

Director Joe Azar and Blake Mendrop of Mendrop Engineering were present for this 

conversation.) 

 There came on for discussion of location of a new Potential Litigation 

 There next came on for discussion of Lease of City Property. (Civic Center Director 

Rodney Holley was present for this conversation.) 

 There next came on for discussion of personnel. (Parks & Recreation Director Heath 

Fullilove was present for this conversation.)  

 There next came on for discussion of conveyance of real property.  

 

 

 

            

IN OPEN MEETING 

The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen are now in open 

meeting. Those present were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and 

Walton; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; City Clerk Shonnah 

Weaver and Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods. 
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IN RE: PERSONNEL MATTER  

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Latara Lawson and Jonathan Joy receive a 2% 

raise. Effective January 9, 2025.  

 

 

 

 

IN RE: EASEMENT- YANCEY BROS. CO. 

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following resolution was adopted:  
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Exhibit A 
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OTHER MATTERS COMING BEFORE THE MAYOR AND BOARD FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill provided copies of the monthly inspections, 
and the Planning Commission minutes for December.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned to reconvene at 

1:30 o’clock p.m., January 21, 2025, at the City Hall at 103 College Street, Batesville, 

Mississippi. 

 In accordance with Section 25-41-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, a notice 

of said regular meeting has been posted in the City Hall and a copy of said notice follows 

these minutes. 

      ________________________________ 
      Mayor  

 

 

____________________________________ 
Clerk of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
Of the City of Batesville, Mississippi 
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NOTICE OF PLACE, DATE, HOUR AND SUBJECT MATTER 

OF AN ADJOURNED MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 The adjourned meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen, shall be held on the 

following subject matter at the following place, date, and hour, to-wit: 

 

 Place: City Hall, 103 College Street, Batesville, MS  38606   

           

 Date: January 21, 2025                    

  

 Hour:   1:30 p.m.          

 

 Subject Matter:   To transact any and all business that may be transacted at a meeting 

of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen. 

 The meeting may be conducted through teleconference or video means. Participation 

is available to the general public at said location. 
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