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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 DECEMBER 17, 2024 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

DECEMBER 17, 2024 

 Be It Remembered that a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville was held on the third Tuesday of December, being the 17th day of 

December 2024, at 2:00 p.m., when and where were present the following, to-wit: 

 Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Stan Harrison, Dennis Land, Teddy Morrow, Bill 

Dugger and Bobby Walton. Also present were City Clerk Shonnah Weaver; City Attorney 

Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; Assistant Chief of Police Barry Thompson; 

Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill; Public Works Director Newt Benson; Fire Chief 

Tim Taylor; Deputy Fire Chief David Tarver; Civic Center Director Rodney Holley; and 

Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods;  

 A quorum being present, the meeting was duly opened by the Mayor, and after the 

invocation given by Rev. Jerry Long, the following business was taken up. 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the agenda of December 17, 2024, was approved.  
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
DECEMBER 17, 2024 

CITY OF BATESVILLE  
BOARD MEETING 

DECEMBER 17, 2024 
2:00 P.M.| CITY HALL 

AGENDA 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Hal Ferrell 
 
INVOCATION:  Rev. Jerry Long   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
MAYOR’S WELCOME STATEMENT: “To all in attendance, pursuant to Order by the 
Board of Aldermen, adopted on March 1, 2022, in order to address the Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen, you must be on the agenda, and pursuant to Order adopted March 23, 2023, you 
must sign the sign-in sheet with a complete address.” 
 
APPROVE AGENDA 
 

 December 17, 2024 
 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETINGS 

 December 3, 2024- Adjourned Meeting 
 December 3, 2024- Regular Meeting 

 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
1. Approval for Andy Berryhill and Hughye McDaniel II to attend the winter MACE 

one day educational conference in Starkville, Mississippi on February 21, 2025, with 
expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. 

 
2. Approval for K-9 Sergeant Greg Jones and Patrol Sergeant Nathan Hollings to attend 

the Criminal Interdiction Workshop in Baton Rouge, Louisiana on January 21-24, 
2025, with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. 

 
3. Approval for Detective Justin Davis to attend Interview and Interrogation Training 

in Birmingham, Alabama on January 26-31, 2025, with expenses paid/reimbursed by 
the City. 

 
4. Approval for Lieutenant Richard Lott to attend Computer Voice Stress Analyzer Re-

Certification Training January 27-30, 2025, in Nashville, Tennessee, with expenses 
paid/reimbursed by the City. 

 
5. Approval for Dispatcher Moneisha Thompson to attend the IAED 40-hour Basic 

Emergency Telecommunicator Certification Course January 6-10, 2025, in 
Hernando, Mississippi, with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. 

 
6. Approval for Michael Putman and Howard Wooten to attend the Haz Mat Awareness 

and Operations Course delivered through hybrid for a two-week period (beginning 
January 13, 2025) and attend campus January 27-30, 2025, with expenses 
paid/reimbursed by the City. 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 DECEMBER 17, 2024 

PAY REQUEST AGENDA 
1. Approval to issue payment to Mendrop Engineering Resources in the following 

amounts: 
 $350.00 – Boys and Girls Club Line Staking (010-106-648) 
 $4,297.50 – ARC Pump Station (405-660-645) 
 $1,215.00 – Harmon Circle Water and Sewer Upgrades (405-660-645) 

 
2. Approval to issue payment to iWorQ for Invoice 205889 in the amount of 

$12,000.00 for software for the Code Office. 
 
3. Approval to issue payment to Big Mac Truck and Trailer in the amount of 

$7,369.94 for repairs on Rescue 3. (010-110-667) 
 
4. Approval to issue payment to Sozo Architecture, PLLC in the amount of $3,400.00 

for hourly construction administration at the Batesville Mounds Pavilion. 
 
5. Approval to issue a refund to RV park customer, Jim Adkins, in the amount of 

$40.00 due to his credit card being processed even though he had cancelled his 
reservation during the required time frame. 
 

 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
1. Approval to accept the retirement of Ricky Scott from the Park and Recreation 

Department, effective January 1, 2025. 

2. Approval to accept the resignation of Andrew Embrey from the Gas Department, 
effective December 19, 2024. 

3. Approval to accept the resignation of Preston Adair from the Street Department, 
effective December 16, 2024. 

4. Approval of salary increase for Shamelda Wilbourn to the current rate for a certified 
officer of $22.36 per hour, effective December 26, 2024, due to her graduating on 
December 19, 2024. 

5. Approval to offer employment to Jaxson Harper in the Parks and Recreation 
Department at a rate of $14.00 per hour, contingent upon him accepting said offer 
and undergoing a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs 
and cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment 
expires on January 6, 2025, at midnight if not accepted. 

6.  Approval of salary increase for Jayleon Johnson and Garrett Bynum from $14.55 to 
$15.33, effective December 26, 2024, for completing the certification requirements. 

 
 
VISITORS 

1. Stephanie Crosslin and/or George Chunn 
 
 
PERMANENT VISITORS 
 Panola Partnership  
 North Delta Planning and Development 
 Mendrop Engineering Resources  
 Panola County Board of Supervisors and department heads 
 State or Federal legislators representing any part of Panola County 
 Any person engaged in contractual business with the City of Batesville  
 The Panolian Jeremy Weldon or his proxy 

 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – 3:00 P.M. 
 
 
BIDS RECEIVED 

1. Harmon Circle Project & Highway 35 Pump Station Project 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
DECEMBER 17, 2024 

REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – ANDY BERRYHILL 
 
 
 
 
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF POLICE – BARRY THOMPSON 

1. Approval to purchase four (4) Glock 21 Gen 4 GNS Pistols from The Southern 
Connection in the amount of $1,636.00 

2. Approval to purchase ten (10) Body Armor Lvl 2 Vests, concealable carriers and 
trauma plates through MS State Contract #8200076992 

 
 
 
CITY ATTORNEY – COLMON MITCHELL 

1. Executive Session matters – sale of land & litigation 
 
 
 
 
CITY CLERK – SHONNAH WEAVER 

1. Discuss utility bill 
2. Approval of the Hardware & Software Support agreements for 2025 with BBI, Inc. 

and approval of payment relative to said agreements 
 
 
 
 
FIRE CHIEF – TIM TAYLOR 

1. MOU with MS Department of Homeland Security for Cyber Security 
2. Approval to purchase bunker gear (14 sets) through MS State Contract 

#8200072883 from Sunbelt Fire Equipment in the amount of $61,096.00 
3. Quotes received – Portable Light Tower 

 
 
 
CIVIC CENTER DIRECTOR – RODNEY HOLLEY 

1. Quotes received – sound system for conference room A/B 
2. Photos of Conference Room C (Vibe Room) 
3. Potential Executive Session matter 

 
 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR – HEATH FULLILOVE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR – NEWT BENSON 

1. Approval to accept specifications for replacing the roof on the purchasing building 
off Thomas Street and to obtain quotes 

2. Approval to accept specifications for replacing the roof on the sludge press 
building at the WWTP and to obtain quotes 

3. Shuford Hill Well update 
4. Approval to obtain specifications for new aerators for the lagoon 
5. Approval to accept specifications for the handheld laser gas detector and to obtain 

quotes 
6. Potential Executive Session matter – possible litigation 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 DECEMBER 17, 2024 

OTHER MATTERS BY MAYOR OR ALDERMAN: 
 

1. Mayor Ferrell – streetlights 
 
  
POTENTIAL EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

1. Colmon Mitchell 
2. Rodney Holley 
3. Newt Benson 

 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
IN RE: APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the minutes of the December 3, 2024, adjourned meeting and 

December 3, 2024, regular meeting as corrected were approved. 

 

 

 

IN RE: SIGNATURE SHEET FOR MEETING OF DECEMBER 17, 2024 

 
 



108 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
DECEMBER 17, 2024 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the consent 

agenda be, and they are hereby approved :  

1. Approval for Andy Berryhill and Hughye McDaniel II to attend the winter MACE 
one day educational conference in Starkville, Mississippi on February 21, 2025, with 
expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. 

 
2. Approval for K-9 Sergeant Greg Jones and Patrol Sergeant Nathan Hollings to attend 

the Criminal Interdiction Workshop in Baton Rouge, Louisiana on January 21-24, 
2025, with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. 

 
3. Approval for Detective Justin Davis to attend Interview and Interrogation Training 

in Birmingham, Alabama on January 26-31, 2025, with expenses paid/reimbursed by 
the City. 

 
4. Approval for Lieutenant Richard Lott to attend Computer Voice Stress Analyzer Re-

Certification Training January 27-30, 2025, in Nashville, Tennessee, with expenses 
paid/reimbursed by the City. 

 
5. Approval for Dispatcher Moneisha Thompson to attend the IAED 40-hour Basic 

Emergency Telecommunicator Certification Course January 6-10, 2025, in 
Hernando, Mississippi, with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. 

 
6. Approval for Michael Putman and Howard Wooten to attend the Haz Mat Awareness 

and Operations Course delivered through hybrid for a two-week period (beginning 
January 13, 2025) and attend campus January 27-30, 2025, with expenses 
paid/reimbursed by the City. 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF PAY REQUEST AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the pay request 

agenda be, and they are hereby approved:  

1. Approval to issue payment to Mendrop Engineering Resources in the following 
amounts: 

 $350.00 – Boys and Girls Club Line Staking (010-106-648) 
 $4,297.50 – ARC Pump Station (405-660-645) 
 $1,215.00 – Harmon Circle Water and Sewer Upgrades (405-660-645) 

 
2. Approval to issue payment to iWorQ for Invoice 205889 in the amount of 

$12,000.00 for software for the Code Office. 
 
3. Approval to issue payment to Big Mac Truck and Trailer in the amount of 

$7,369.94 for repairs on Rescue 3. (010-110-667) 
 
4. Approval to issue payment to Sozo Architecture, PLLC in the amount of $3,400.00 

for hourly construction administration at the Batesville Mounds Pavilion. 
 
5. Approval to issue a refund to RV park customer, Jim Adkins, in the amount of 

$40.00 due to his credit card being processed even though he had cancelled his 
reservation during the required time frame. 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 DECEMBER 17, 2024 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF HUMAN RESOURCES AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the human 

resources agenda be, and they are hereby approved: 

1. Approval to accept the retirement of Ricky Scott from the Park and Recreation 
Department, effective January 1, 2025. 

2. Approval to accept the resignation of Andrew Embrey from the Gas Department, 
effective December 19, 2024. 

3. Approval to accept the resignation of Preston Adair from the Street Department, 
effective December 16, 2024. 

4. Approval of salary increase for Shamelda Wilbourn to the current rate for a certified 
officer of $22.36 per hour, effective December 26, 2024, due to her graduating on 
December 19, 2024. 

5. Approval to offer employment to Jaxson Harper in the Parks and Recreation 
Department at a rate of $14.00 per hour, contingent upon him accepting said offer 
and undergoing a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs 
and cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment 
expires on January 6, 2025, at midnight if not accepted. 

6.  Approval of salary increase for Jayleon Johnson and Garrett Bynum from $14.55 to 
$15.33, effective December 26, 2024, for completing the certification requirements. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE:  MAYOR TO SIGN- REQUEST FOR CASH 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Mayor Hal Ferrell sign the request for cash for 

reimbursement in regards to the Batesville Mounds Pavilion. 

 

 IN RE: BLACKBERRY ACRES AND SUBDIVISION 

 The Mayor recognized Stephanie Crosslin and Georgia Chunn who appeared before 

the Mayor and Board of Aldermen to request approval to connect to existing city water and 

gas lines for the remaining 26 lots Mr. Chunn has for sale in Blackberry Acres subdivision 

along Chunn Road and Austin Drive.  

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered this matter be taken under advisement.  
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
DECEMBER 17, 2024 

IN RE: BIDS RECEIVED – HARMON CIRCLE WATER & SEWER 
REPLACEMENT  

 This day the Mayor and Board of Aldermen received sealed competitive bids for 

Harmon Circle water & sewer replacement, pursuant to advertisement made in the manner 

and for the time provided by law as evidenced by a copy of Proof of Publication attached 

hereto. Greg Smith of Mendrop Engineering Resources, having read aloud said bids, found 

that the following bids were received and are on file in the Office of the City Clerk. 

 R-CON       $641,014.00 
 
 HICKSON MOONEY CONSTRUCTION $998,918.00 
 
 Having heard all bids received, upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of 

Alderman Land and upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the bids be and they are 

hereby taken under advisement. 

 
 



    111 
 
 
  
 

MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 DECEMBER 17, 2024 

IN RE: BIDS RECEIVED –HWY 35 NORTH SEWER IMPROVEMENTS  

This day the Mayor and Board of Aldermen received sealed competitive bids for Hwy 35 

North sewer improvements, pursuant to advertisement made in the manner and for the time 

provided by law as evidenced by a copy of Proof of Publication attached hereto. Greg Smith 

of Mendrop Engineering Resources, having read aloud said bids, found that the following 

bids were received and are on file in the Office of the City Clerk. 

BROCATO CONSTRUCTION  $2,148,837.60 
 

 Having heard all bids received, upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of 

Alderman Harrison and upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the bids be and they 

are hereby taken under advisement. 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
DECEMBER 17, 2024 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO PURCHASE FOUR (4) GLOCK 4 GNS PISTOLS–
POLICE DEPARTMENT– MS STATE CONTRACT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Assistant Chief of Police Barry Thompson be and 

he is hereby authorized to purchase four (4) Glock 21 Gen 4 GNS Pistols from The Southern 

Connection Police Supplies in the amount of $1,636.00.  
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 DECEMBER 17, 2024 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO PURCHASE TEN (10) BODY ARMOR LVL 2 
VESTS, CONCEALABLE CARRIERS AND TRAUMA PLATES–
POLICE DEPARTMENT– MS STATE CONTRACT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Land and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Assistant Chief of Police Barry Thompson be and 

he is hereby authorized to purchase ten (10) Body Armor Lvl 2 Vests, concealable carriers 

and trauma plates per MS State Contract #8200076992 from Mid-South Uniform and 

Supply, Inc. The total cost/quote is $11,868.80 of which the Ballistic Grant will pay 

$4,444.36 and the balance of $7,424.44 due from the City of Batesville.  
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
DECEMBER 17, 2024 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 DECEMBER 17, 2024 

IN RE: UTILITY BILL 
 
 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, It was ordered that due to a faulty water meter reading, a bill of 

$1,562.52 was neither sent, nor collected at 199 Craig Street and therefore Bill Harmon 

shall pay monthly installments of $50.00/ month plus current monthly billing until the 

$1,562.52 is collected. If payment is not fulfilled, then the water at 199 Craig Street shall 

be turned off until the arrears balance is paid in full.  

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO SIGN MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT - BBI, INC. 

 Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the annual software and hardware maintenance 

agreement with BBI, Inc. for January 1, 2025, through December 31, 2025,be and it is hereby 

approved and further ordered that payment be issued to BBI, Inc. in the amount of $6,150.00 

for the software support, and $6,682.50 for the hardware support due to the Mayor and Board 

of Aldermen found and determined that the City is currently receiving the benefit. A copy 

of said agreement is on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy follows: 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
DECEMBER 17, 2024 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 DECEMBER 17, 2024 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
DECEMBER 17, 2024 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO SIGN MISSISSIPPI HOMELAND SECURITY  
  FOR CYBER SECURITY 
 
 Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Mayor Hal Ferrell, City Clerk Shonnah Weaver, 

Fire Chief Tim Taylor, and any other signature as needed, be and they are hereby authorized 

to sign the necessary documents for the Mississippi Homeland Security for Cyber Security. 

 

 

 

 

  

IN RE: APPROVAL TO PURCHASE BUNKER GEAR- MS STATE 
CONTRACT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Fire Chief Tim Taylor be and he is hereby 

authorized to purchase 14 sets of bunker gear per MS State Contract #8200072883 from 

Sunbelt Fire Equipment in the amount of $61,096.00.   
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 DECEMBER 17, 2024 

IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED-PORTABLE LIGHT TOWER 

The City of Batesville received the following quotes for portable light tower 

Taylor Power Systems   $12,500.00 

Williams Equipment Company   $14,868.75 

 Upon recommendation of Public Works Director Newt Benson and upon motion of 

Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Walton and upon unanimous vote taken, it was 

ordered that the quote from Taylor Power Systems in the amount of $12,500.00 be and it is 

hereby approved and accepted as the lowest and best quote. Copies of the quotes are on file 

in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
DECEMBER 17, 2024 

IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED-SOUND SYSTEM- CIVIC CENTER 

The City of Batesville received the following quotes for sound systems for 

conference rooms A&B located at the Batesville Civic Center: 

Sound Ideas, LLC   $1,633.30 

ACTi    $5,046.08 

Vault Integrations, LLC $8,006.27 

 Upon recommendation of Civic Center Director Rodney Holley and upon motion of 

Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Harrison and upon unanimous vote taken, it was 

ordered that the quote from Sound Ideas, LLC in the amount of $1,633.30 be and it is hereby 

approved and accepted as the lowest and best quote. Copies of the quotes are on file in the 

Office of the City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 DECEMBER 17, 2024 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF SPECIFICATIONS FOR REPLACING ROOF ON 
PURCHASING BUILDING 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following specifications for replacing the roof 

on the purchasing building, be and they are hereby approved, and further ordered that Public 

Works Director Newt Benson be and he is hereby authorized to obtain quotes for said roof 

replacement on the purchasing building: 

Specifications for replacing roof on Purchasing Building 
City of Batesville, Public Works Department 

 
 Provide all labor, materials, and insurance to perform the work described 
 Remove the existing roofing and gutter (if existing) material and dispose of it 

properly 
 Repair or replace any damaged sections of the roof deck 
 Roofing materials: Commercial grade PVC, at least 3/8” thickness 
 Roofing materials: At least 15-year warranty 
 Apply the chosen roofing material according to manufacturer guidelines 
 Install new gutters (if existing) with downspouts to match with previous design 
 Gutter materials: At least 24ga steel 

Gutter materials: Color to match existing 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF SPECIFICATIONS FOR REPLACING ROOF ON 
WWTP SLUDGE PRESS BUILDING 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following specifications for replacing roof on 

WWTP sludge press building, be and they are hereby approved, and further ordered that 

Public Works Director Newt Benson be and he is hereby authorized to obtain quotes for said 

roof on the WWTP sludge press building: 

Specifications for replacing roof on Sludge Press Building 
WWTP, City of Batesville 

 
 Provide all labor, materials, and insurance to perform the work described 
 Remove the existing roofing and gutter (if existing) material and dispose of it 

properly 
 Repair or replace any damaged sections of the roof deck 
 Roofing materials: Commercial grade PVC, at least 3/8” thickness 
 Roofing materials: At least 15 year warranty 
 Apply the chosen roofing material according to manufacturer guidelines 
 Install new gutters (if existing) with downspouts to match with previous design 
 Gutter materials: At least 24ga steel 
 Gutter materials: Color to match existing 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
DECEMBER 17, 2024 

IN RE: PREPARE SPECIFICATIONS- NEW AERATORS FOR THE 

LAGOON 

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Public Works Director Newt Benson, be & he is 

hereby authorized to prepare specifications for new aerators for the lagoon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF SPECIFICATIONS FOR HANDHELD LASER GAS 
DETECTOR  

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following specifications for handheld laser gas 

detector, be and they are hereby approved, and further ordered that Public Works Director 

Newt Benson be and he is hereby authorized to obtain quotes for said handheld laser gas 

detector: 

Specifications for Handheld Remote Methane Leak Detector 
 

 LCD Screen at least 2.8” 
 Configurable alarm threshold 
 Visual and audio alarms 
 Rechargeable lithium battery 
 Detection distance of at least 164’ 
 Capable of detecting through glass 
 Power adapter 
 Charging base 
 Screen Cover 
 Carrying case 
 TDLAS (Tunable Diode Laser Absorption Spectroscopy) 
 Sensitivity – At least 5ppm*m 
 Measurement - +/- 50,000ppm*m 
 Does not detect other hydrocarbons 
 Response time – 0.1s 
 Water spray and dust protection 
 At least 9-hour batter life 
 Built in self-test/calibration 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 DECEMBER 17, 2024 

IN RE: CLOSURE FOR CITY HALL 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that City Hall be closed from 12:00 p.m. until 1:00 

p.m. on Friday, December 20, 2024, for the City of Batesville Christmas Party.  

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: SPEED BUMP 

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Public Works Director Newt Benson place an 

additional speed bump on Johnson Street. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: SPEED BUMP 

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Public Works Director Newt Benson place a speed 

bump on Lester Street. 

 

 

 

 

 
IN OPEN SESSION 
 
 Alderman Harrison moved that the meeting be closed to determine whether or not 

the Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Thereafter, upon the 

affirmative votes of Aldermen Walton, Land, Dugger, Morrow and Harrison it was ordered 

that the meeting be closed in order to determine whether or not the Board should declare an 

executive session. 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
DECEMBER 17, 2024 

IN THE CLOSED MEETING 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the meeting is closed to determine whether or not the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Present in the closed 

meeting were: Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; City 

Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; City Clerk Shonnah Weaver and 

Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods. 

 On motion made by Alderman Harrison, seconded by Alderman Dugger, and 

unanimously carried upon the affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Walton, Dugger, 

Morrow and Harrison it was ordered that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen go into 

executive session in order to appealable order, course of action regarding security personnel, 

potential purchase real property, donation of real property, and strategy session with respect 

to litigation.   

 

 

 

 

 

IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will go into executive 

session for the purpose of appealable order, course of action regarding security personnel, 

potential purchase of real property, donation of real property, and strategy session with 

respect to litigation, and that the total vote on the motion to go into executive session was 

five (5) aldermen in favor and no aldermen opposed. Those present in the open meeting were 

Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Land, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; City Attorney 

Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; City Clerk Shonnah Weaver and 

Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods and Public Works Director Newt Benson. 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 DECEMBER 17, 2024 

IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen are in executive 

session. Those present in executive session were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Walton, 

Dugger, Morrow and Land; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; 

City Clerk Shonnah Weaver; Public Works Director Newt Benson and Administrative 

Assistant Sulli Woods. 

 There came on for discussion an appealable order. (Progressive Hospital Chief of 

Financial Officer Rhonda Burchett, and CEO of Batesville Progressive Hospital Amy 

Hornsby were present for this discussion.) 

      There came on for discussion course of action regarding security personnel. (Civic 

Center Director Rodney Holley was present for this discussion.) 

 There next came on for discussion of potential purchase real property.  

 There next came on for discussion of donation of real property.  

 There next came on for discussion of strategy session with respect to litigation. 

  

 

 

 

  

IN OPEN MEETING 

The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen are now in open 

meeting. Those present were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and 

Walton; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; City Clerk Shonnah 

Weaver; Public Works Director Newt Benson and Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods. 
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IN RE: OLD ARMORY BUILDING 

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following resolution be & it is hereby accepted:  

RESOLUTION 
 

Whereas, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Batesville, 
Mississippi [“Mayor and Board” and “City”] does hereby find, determine, and 
state as follows: 
The City and Panola County, Mississippi, [“County”] each owns a one-half 
undivided interest in the Old National Guard Armory [“building”] located in 
the southeast corner of the intersection of Highway 51 south and Eureka 
Road; 
The building and the land underneath the building and extending several feet 
out [the “footprint”] are shown on the plat and description thereof attached 
to this Resolution as Tract 1 of Exhibit A and made a part hereof; The City is 
not using the building or the footprint for any municipal purposes; 
The building and footprint are not needed for municipal purposes; The County 
has requested the City to donate its interest therein to the County; 
The City’s one-half undivided interest in the building and footprint has no fair 
market value due to the advanced age of the building, the condition of the 
building, the need for and cost of repairs, the co-ownership prevents the City 
from having complete control over the use and condition of the building, and 
for other and additional reasons; 
Section 17-25-25 of the Mississippi Code of 1972 as amended from time to 
time allows and authorizes the Mayor and Board to donate City real property 
that is not needed for municipal purposes and that has no fair market value 
when deemed appropriate by, and in the best interest of, the Mayor and 
Board provided that no official or employee of the Mayor and Board derive 
any personal economic benefit from such disposal; The City  obtained an 
official opinion addressed to the City Attorney from the Attorney General of 
the State of Mississippi addressing the issue of the City’s donation of its 
interest in the building and footprint to the County and a copy thereof is 
attached hereto as Exhibit B and incorporated herein by reference; 
The Mayor and Board’s conveyance of the City’s interest in the building and 
footprint to the County as a donation is appropriate and in the best interest 
of the City and the Mayor and Board. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the Mayor and Board hereby resolve and order  that 
the matters and things set forth above are true and correct and are 
incorporated into this paragraph by reference; that the City’s  one-half 
undivided interest in the building and footprint is hereby declared to be 
surplus real property and shall be conveyed to the County as a donation; and 
that the Mayor and the City Clerk, with the advice of the City Attorney,  are 
hereby authorized and empowered to execute, acknowledge,  and deliver a 
quitclaim deed and such other documents as may be reasonably necessary to 
carry out this Resolution and effect said conveyance to the County  as a 
donation; and no official or employee of the Mayor and Board shall derive any 
personal economic benefit from such conveyance. 
  Resolved and Ordered this the 17th day of December, 2024. 



    127 
 
 
  
 

MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 DECEMBER 17, 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



128 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MINUTE BOOK NO. I-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
DECEMBER 17, 2024 

IN RE: LITIGATION- ALLISON PAYNE 

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the City of Batesville approve the settlement. 

 

 

 

IN RE: TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM GAS OP TO GENERAL 
 
 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and 

upon unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

     RESOLUTION 

 WHEREAS, the revenues of the City’s natural gas system have been set aside in 

accordance with Section 21-27-57 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, and after so doing 

there is surplus revenue remaining, and 

 WHEREAS, the revenue of the City’s natural gas system derived from sources 

other than the issuance of bonds has been applied in accordance with Section 21-27-61 of 

the Mississippi Code of 1972, and 

 WHEREAS, there remains a surplus of revenue of the City’s natural gas system 

that may be transferred to the City’s General Fund as authorized by the aforesaid sections 

of the Mississippi Code which would be in the best interest of the City. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the sum of $500,000.00 of said 

surplus revenue be transferred from the natural gas system to the City’s General Fund and 

used for the best interests of the City as allowed by law 

 RESOLVED this the 17th day of December, 2024. 
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Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

      ________________________________ 
      Mayor  

 

 

____________________________________ 
Clerk of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
Of the City of Batesville, Mississippi 
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