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REGULAR MEETING 
 

JULY 2, 2024 

 Be It Remembered that a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville was held on the first Tuesday of July, being the 2nd  day of July 2024, 

at 2:00 p.m., when and where were present the following, to-wit: 

 Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Stan Harrison, Dennis Land, Bill Dugger, Teddy 

Morrow, and Bobby Walton. Also present were City Clerk Shonnah Weaver; City Attorney 

Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; Assistant Chief of Police Barry Thompson; 

Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill; Parks & Recreation Heath Fullilove; Public Works 

Director Newt Benson; Fire Chief Tim Taylor; Deputy Fire Chief David Tarver; Civic 

Center Director Rodney Holley; and Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods. 

 A quorum being present, the meeting was duly opened by the Mayor, and after the 

invocation given by Billy Williams, the following business was taken up. 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison on and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the agenda of June 4, 2024, was approved with the following addition 

to the Pay Request: Approval of Pay Application #7 in the amount of $143,253.61 to be 

made to M&N Construction in connection with Concourse Phase 2. (Panola County Board 

of Supervisors minutes attached.) 
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JULY 2, 2024 

CITY OF BATESVILLE  
BOARD MEETING 

JULY 2, 2024 
2:00 P.M.| CITY HALL 

AGENDA 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Hal Ferrell 
 
INVOCATION:  Billy Williams  
 
MAYOR’S WELCOME STATEMENT: “To all in attendance, pursuant to Order by the 
Board of Aldermen, adopted on March 1, 2022, in order to address the Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen, you must be on the agenda, and pursuant to Order adopted March 23, 2023, you 
must sign the sign-in sheet with a complete address.” 
 
APPROVE AGENDA 
 

 July 2, 2024 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETINGS 

 
 Regular Meeting – June 18, 2024 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
1. Approval for Brayden Henson to attend Basic Firefighter course 1001-I-II at the MS 
Fire Academy August 5- September 26, 2024. He will travel in a city vehicle. Expenses 
paid/reimbursed by the city. 
2. Approval for Jayleon Johnson to attend the Haz Mat Awareness and Operations course 
delivered though a hybrid course from the MSFA. Two weeks online and one week at the 
MSFA where students will take finals and test on JPR’s (skills) class start July 8, 2024, 
online and on campus July 22- 25, 2024, with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. He 
will travel in a City Vehicle. 
3.Approval for Cameron LaCook to attend Fire Officer I-II class at the Mississippi Fire 
Academy on the following dates: August 12-22, 2024. He will travel in a city vehicle. 
Expenses paid/reimbursed by the city.  
4. Approval for Dennis Pearson and Luther Moore to attend the Rope- I (Awareness and 
Operations) at the MS Fire Academy August 5- August 8, 2024. Allowing an alternate if 
one is unable to attend. They will travel in a city vehicle. Expenses paid/reimbursed by the 
City.  
5. Approval for Dennis Barfield to attend 2024 International Building Code Class on July 
10,2024, in Oxford, MS. No cost for registration, reimbursement of travel expenses if 
necessary.  
6. Approval for City Officials and City personnel to attend the Mississippi Municipal 
League Summer Conference July 21-23, 2025, with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. 
 

 
PAY REQUEST AGENDA 

 
1. Approval of payment in the amount of $13,595.00 to be made to Mendrop Engineering 
Resources in connection with 2024 Street Upgrades.  
2. Approval of payment in the amount of $25,540.00 to be made to Mendrop Engineering 
Resources in connection with MCWI 2023 New Water Well. 
3. Approval of payment in the amount of $17,600.00 to be made to Mendrop Engineering 
Resources in connection with MCWI 2023 New Water Well. 
4. Approval of payment in the amount of $17,256.50 to be made to Mendrop Engineering 
Resources in connection with MCWI 2023 New Water Well. 
5. Approval of Pay Application #7 in the amount of $143,253.61 to be made to M&N 
Construction in connection with Concourse Phase 2. (Panola County Board of Supervisors 
minutes attached.) 
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HUMAN RESOURCES  
 
See Attached 

VISITORS 
 
PERMANENT VISITORS 
 Panola Partnership  
 North Delta Planning and Development  
 Mendrop Engineering Resources  
 Panola County Board of Supervisors and department heads 
 State or Federal legislators representing any part of Panola County 
 Any person engaged in contractual business with the City of Batesville 
 The Panolian Jeremy Weldon or his proxy 

 
PUBLIC HEARING – 3:00 P.M. 
 
1. Arby’s- Variance request for additional signage 
2. Lockers- Variance request for side setbacks  
 
 
REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – ANDY BERRYHILL 
1. Monthly inspection and complaint list 
2. Planning Commission Minutes meeting for June 
3. Set Public Hearing- Variance for New Hope Church of God to allow metal siding 
4. Set Clean Up Hearings as needed  
 
 
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF POLICE – BARRY THOMPSON 
1. Surplus Property  
 
 
CITY ATTORNEY – COLMON MITCHELL 
 
 
CITY CLERK – SHONNAH WEAVER 
1. Annual Appointments & Allowances 
2. Tri-Star Preventative Maintenance Agreement  
 
FIRE CHIEF – TIM TAYLOR 
1. Monthly Fire Code Inspections and Incidents report  
 
PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR – HEATH FULLILOVE 
1. Panola County First Youth Rally  
 
CIVIC CENTER DIRECTOR – RODNEY HOLLEY 

1. June events economic impact 
 
 
 PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR – NEWT BENSON 
1. Approval to pay White’s Tree Service $500.00 for cutting a Magnolia tree and removing 
the stump.  
2. Easement for sewer on Cross development (if completed by Mendrop) 
3. Easement for stormwater off Cracker Barrel lift station  
4. Pump replacement on Sherwood Drive lift station  
5. Board update on High School well generator  
   
 
ALLOW CLAIMS: 45471-46220 (includes The Co-Op) 
 
OTHER MATTERS BY MAYOR OR ALDERMAN: 
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JULY 2, 2024 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
1. Personnel- Newt  
2. Property- Newt  
3. Personnel- Shonnah  
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
IN RE: APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Land and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the minutes of the May 21, 2024, regular meeting were approved. 

 

IN RE: SIGNATURE SHEET FOR MEETING OF MAY 7, 2024 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the consent 

agenda be, and they are hereby approved: 

1. Approval for Brayden Henson to attend Basic Firefighter course 1001-I-II at the MS 
Fire Academy August 5- September 26, 2024. He will travel in a city vehicle. Expenses 
paid/reimbursed by the City. 
2. Approval for Jayleon Johnson to attend the Haz Mat Awareness and Operations course 
delivered though a hybrid course from the MSFA. Two weeks online and one week at the 
MSFA where students will take finals and test on JPR’s (skills) class start July 8, 2024, 
online and on campus July 22- 25, 2024, with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. He 
will travel in a City Vehicle. 
3.Approval for Cameron LaCook to attend Fire Officer I-II class at the Mississippi Fire 
Academy on the following dates: August 12-22, 2024. He will travel in a city vehicle. 
Expenses paid/reimbursed by the City.  
4. Approval for Dennis Pearson and Luther Moore to attend the Rope- I (Awareness and 
Operations) at the MS Fire Academy August 5- August 8, 2024. Allowing an alternate if 
one is unable to attend. They will travel in a city vehicle. Expenses paid/reimbursed by the 
City.  
5. Approval for Dennis Barfield to attend 2024 International Building Code Class on July 
10,2024, in Oxford, MS. No cost for registration, reimbursement of travel expenses if 
necessary.  
6. Approval for City Officials and City personnel to attend the Mississippi Municipal 
League Summer Conference July 21-23, 2025, with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF PAY REQUEST AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the pay request 

agenda be, and they are hereby approved:  

1. Approval of payment in the amount of $13,595.00 to be made to Mendrop Engineering 
Resources in connection with 2024 Street Upgrades.  
2. Approval of payment in the amount of $25,540.00 to be made to Mendrop Engineering 
Resources in connection with MCWI 2023 New Water Well. 
3. Approval of payment in the amount of $17,600.00 to be made to Mendrop Engineering 
Resources in connection with MCWI 2023 New Water Well. 
4. Approval of payment in the amount of $17,256.50 to be made to Mendrop Engineering 
Resources in connection with MCWI 2023 New Water Well. 
5. Approval of Pay Application #7 in the amount of $143,253.61 to be made to M&N 
Construction in connection with Concourse Phase 2. (Panola County Board of Supervisors 
minutes attached.) 
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JULY 2, 2024 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF HUMAN RESOURCES AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the human 

resources agenda be, and they are hereby approved: 

1. Approval to accept resignation of Major Wesley A. Hawkins from the Police Department, 
effective July 10, 2024. 
2. Approval for Thomas Bryant to be hired to the position of Patrolman in a part-time 
position pending successful pre-employment physical examination, drug screen and alcohol 
testing. If hired, he would not receive benefits to include no retirement or insurance. His rate 
of pay will be $21.31 per hour.  
3. Approval to add Cleveland Thomas as the mosquito control personnel as backup replacing 
Jonathan Jackson.  
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IN RE:  BIDS RECEIVED – BATESVILLE MOUNDS PAVILION 
 

This day the Mayor and Board of Aldermen discussed the sealed competitive bids 

that were received and opened on June 20, 2024, for the Batesville Mounds Pavilion, 

pursuant to advertisement made in the manner and for the time provided by law as evidenced 

by a copy of Proof of Publication attached hereto. The Mayor and Board of Aldermen found 

that the following bids were received and are on file in the Office of the City Clerk. 

 

 
 
 

 Michael Jones of Sozo Architecture, PLLC received a letter from Phoenix 

Construction, LLC withdrawing their bid due to an error. The Mayor and Board of Aldermen 

voted unanimously to allow Phoenix Construction, LLC to withdraw their bid.  

Having heard all bids received, upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of 

Alderman Morrow and upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the bid from TDL 

Contractors, Inc. in the amount of $1,010,000.00 (Base Bids $621,000.00 and Alternate #1 

Bid $389,000.00= $1,010,000.00) be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best bid for 

the Batesville Mounds Pavilion. 
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IN RE: PUBLIC HEARING - 3:00 P.M. 
PUBLIC HEARING – VARIANCE – ARBY’S 

 
 The Mayor opened the Public Hearing and Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill 

explained the purpose of the hearing being a request from Alejandro Orfanos, for a Variance 

to allow an additional twenty-four (24) square feet of signage. Said property is located at 

596 Highway 6 East in the City of Batesville, Second Judicial District of Panola County, 

Mississippi, and is described as: 

 
Parcel #3182P0005300  40002402 

 PT W ½ SE ¼  
Unplatted Land 9-9-7 

 596 Highway 6 East 
 
and  

 Notice of said hearing having been published in the manner and for the time required 

by law as evidenced by a copy of the Proof of Publication attached hereto: 

 James Anderson was present and spoke in support of this request and no one was 

present in opposition of this request.  

 Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill reported that the Planning Commission 

recommended said variance request at their meeting held on May 28, 2024. 

 The Mayor declared the hearing closed.  
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JULY 2, 2024 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: VARIANCE – ARBY’S 

 On motion of Alderman Morrow, second of Alderman Walton and unanimously 

carried by a vote being taken, it was ordered that the request from Alejandro Orfanos for a 

variance to allow an additional twenty-four (24) square feet of signage at the property located 

at 596 Highway 6 East , be and it is hereby granted. 
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IN RE: PUBLIC HEARING - 3:00 P.M. 
PUBLIC HEARING – VARIANCE – LOCKER’S 

 
 The Mayor opened the Public Hearing and Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill 

explained the purpose of the hearing being a request from Harry Guckert, for a Variance to 

allow a 20’side setback on the property for the construction of an addition to an existing 

industry. Said property is owned by Warehouse 3 LLC and located at 209 Pearson Street in 

the City of Batesville, Second Judicial District of Panola County, Mississippi, and is 

described as: 

 
Parcel # 3183Q0000100 210000600 

 2.7 ACC LOTS 5 & 6 – BLK 21 
 Original Town of Batesville 
 209 Pearson Street 
and  

 Notice of said hearing having been published in the manner and for the time required 

by law as evidenced by a copy of the Proof of Publication attached hereto: 

 Harry Guckert was present and spoke in support of this request and no one was 

present in opposition of this request.  

 Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill reported that the Planning Commission 

recommended said variance request at their meeting held on May 28, 2024. 

 The Mayor declared the hearing closed. 
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JULY 2, 2024 

 

 

 

IN RE: VARIANCE – LOCKER’S 

 On motion of Alderman Land, second of Alderman Harrison and unanimously 

carried by a vote being taken, it was ordered that the request from Harry Guckert for a 

variance to allow a 20’side setback on the property for the construction of an addition to an 

existing industry located at 209 Pearson Street, be and it is hereby granted. 
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IN RE:  SET PUBLIC HEARING- VARIANCE- NEW HOPE CHURCH OF 
GOD 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison, second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Order was adopted: 

ORDER SETTING TIME, DATE, AND PLACE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON VARIANCES TO THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING PLAN OF THE CITY OF 

 BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY CLERK TO 
PUBLISH NOTICE OF SAID HEARING 

 

 WHEREAS, Donnie Shaw has submitted to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville, Mississippi, certain changes to the Comprehensive Zoning  

Ordinance adopted by the City of Batesville on April 21, 1992 and amended by ordinance  

adopted on September 7, 2010. 

 WHEREAS, The said Donnie Shaw requests a variance to allow metal siding  

on a new shop building for New Hope Church of God. Said property is located at 296 

Highway 35 North in the City of Batesville, Second Judicial District of Panola County, 

Mississippi, and is described as: 

 
Parcel Number: 31380004803 0000808 
17 AC PT S1/2 S1/2 East of Highway 35 of  
Unplatted Land of Section 34, Township 8, Range 7 

and 
WHEREAS, said request was reviewed by the Planning Commission of the City  

of Batesville at their meeting held on June 17, 2024 and  

 WHEREAS, said Planning Commission recommended that the variance be  

granted and  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED that on the 6th day of August 2024,  

at 3:00 o’clock P.M. in the City Hall of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, the Mayor and  

Board of Aldermen will hold a public hearing on said application and the Clerk of the  

City of Batesville, Mississippi, is hereby ordered and authorized to place a notice of said  

public hearing for publication in “The Panolian”, a newspaper having a general  

circulation in the City of Batesville, Mississippi. 
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IN RE: TRANSFER OF SURPLUS PROPERTY – PANOLA COUNTY 

SHERIFF DEPARTMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

R E S O L U T I O N 

 WHEREAS, the City of Batesville Police Department owns body cameras and 

equipment that is currently not being used by the Batesville Police Department and is of little 

value; and 

 WHEREAS, Assistant Chief of Police Barry Thompson has requested that said body 

cameras and equipment be declared surplus property and transferred to the Panola County 

Sheriff Department for $2,950.00; and  

 WHEREAS, the transfer of said body cameras and equipment for $2,950.00 is below 

market value, however, it is in the best interest of the taxpayers of the State of Mississippi, 

and the City of Batesville to transfer said body cameras and equipment that is not being used 

by the City of Batesville Police Department and will be used by the Panola County Sheriff 

Department which will benefit the taxpayers of the State of Mississippi; and  

 WHEREAS, Section 31-7-13(m)(vi) of the Mississippi Code of 1972 as amended 

allows the transfer of said body cameras and equipment.  

 NOW THEREFORE, the City of Batesville does hereby declare said body cameras 

and equipment as surplus property and should be transferred to the Panola County Sheriff 

Department in consideration of the sum of $2,950.00 because it is in the best interest of the 

taxpayers of the State of Mississippi and the City of Batesville.  

 RESOLVED this the 2nd day of July, 2024.   

 



    337 
 
 
 
 

MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 JULY 2, 2024 
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IN RE: ANNUAL APPOINTMENTS & ALLOWANCES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following appointments be made, effective 

immediately, with salaries to be set in September 2024, effective October 1, 2024: 

 

ANNUAL APPOINTMENTS & ALLOWANCES           JULY 2024 

POSITION                NAME 

City Clerk        Shonnah Weaver 

Registrar of Voters       Shonnah Weaver 

Public Works Director      Newt Benson 

City Attorney        Colmon S. Mitchell 

City Prosecutor and Assistant City Attorney    Ryan Revere 

City Engineer        Blake Mendrop 

Administrative Assistant      Beth Austin 

Municipal Court Clerk      Ryley Boyero 

Receptionist        Sherry Breland 

Assistant City Clerk/Payroll Clerk     Cindy Roper 

Administrative Assistant      Lindsey “Sulli” Woods 

IT Manager        Joel Taylor 

Utility Supervisor       Mackenzie Johnson 

Utility Clerk        Eloise Cosby 

Utility Clerk        Berma Williams 

Utility Clerk        Bridget Burks 

Chief Building Official      Andy Berryhill 

Code Enforcement Secretary      Bradie Bailey 

Code Enforcement Officer      Hughye McDaniel 

Code Enforcement Building Inspector    Dennis Barfield  

Parks and Recreation Director     Heath Fullilove 

Superintendent - Water and Sewer     Rodney Alewine 

Water and Sewer Assistant Superintendent    Taylor Jaudon 

Gas Superintendent       Steve Caldwell 

Assistant Gas Superintendent      William Langston 

Street Superintendent       Shelton Hawkins 

Assistant Street Superintendent     Eddie Cole 

Assistant Street Superintendent     William Bright 

WasteWater Treatment Plant Superintendent/Chief Operator Gary Snider 
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WasteWater Treatment Plant Assistant Superintendent-  Mark Ivy 
       Class IV WasteWater Treatment Operator 
Chief of Police       Dennis Darby 

Assistant Chief of Police      Barry Thompson 

Administrative Assistant to Chief of Police    Kati Overall 

Major         Wesley Hawkins 

Detective Secretary       Holly White 

Fire Chief        Timothy Taylor 

Full-time Fireman/Deputy Chief     David Tarver 

Full-time Fireman/Fire Code Inspector    James Snyder 

Full-time Fireman/Fire & Life Safety     Sergio Vergara 

Full-time Fireman/Training Officer     Travis Inman 

Civic Center Director       Rodney Holley 

Administrative Assistant      Dawn Mitchell 

Facilities Manager       Jonathan Wilkes 

 

OTHER 
First Regional Library       $19,600.00 per month 
Rent - District Attorney – Jay Hale $     350.00 per month 
Annual Lease - American Legion $ 1,000.00 annually 
Annual Rent - Land on I-55 for Sign $ 1,000.00 annually 
Annual Rent - Rubbish site on Hwy 35 (Dennis Lott) $ 3,000.00 annually 

    (5-year lease) 
     Ends in 2025 

Civil Defense $ 3,166.67 per month  
 
and further ordered that the clerk be and she is hereby authorized to issue warrants each 

week or month, as the need arises for the following: warrants to pay salaries of day laborers 

each week and other hourly paid employees, along with amounts as presented by the Director 

of Parks for certain teaching and officiating of softball, baseball, basketball, and other 

activities; warrants to pay monthly and bi-monthly salaries, telephone bills, insurance 

premiums, electric bills, refunds of petty cash accounts, postage, investment of funds, and 

freight bills upon arrival of freight for each department; warrants for utility refunds; warrants 

as directed by the Judge of refund of bonds and other occurring activity when directed by 

the Judge; and warrants as directed by the Chief Building Official to refund building permit 

bonds. 
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IN RE: TRI-STAR PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following quote from Tri-Star Companies, LLC is taken under 

advisement. 
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IN RE: PAYMENT TO EPW WRESTLING 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the City of Batesville pay the invoice of $1,500.00 

to EPW Wrestling for their event during the Summer Celebration at the Civic Center on June 

29, 2024.  
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IN RE: WHITE’S TREE SERVICE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the City of Batesville pay the invoice of $500.00 

to White’s Tree Service for cutting a Magnolia tree and removing the stump due to the fault 

of the city.  
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IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED- PUMP REPLACEMENT- SHERWOOD 

DRIVE LIFT STATION 

 The City of Batesville received the following quotes via email for a pump 

replacement on Sherwood Drive lift station: 

  Kennedy Industries    $26,205.00 
  Gulf States Engineering  $24,957.00 

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from Gulf States Engineering in the 

amount of $24,957.30 be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best quote for the pump 

replacement on Sherwood Drive lift station. A copy of said quotes are on file in the Office 

of the City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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*Alderman Harrison recused himself from the meeting. 

 

IN RE: ALLOW CLAIMS 

 On motion made by Alderman Morrow, second by Alderman Land and unanimously 

carried upon a vote being taken there, it was ordered by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 

of the City of Batesville, Mississippi that claims numbered 45471-46220 (includes the Co-

Op) be and the same are hereby approved and allowed and shall be paid by Warrant drawn 

on the fund indicated. 

 
*Alderman Harrison returned to the meeting. 

 

 

 

IN RE: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

On motion made by Alderman Harrison, second by Alderman Land and 

unanimously carried upon a vote being taken there, it was ordered by the Mayor and Board 

of Aldermen of the City of Batesville, Mississippi that after the invocation the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen will recite the Pledge of Allegiance and the other people in the room 

will be invited to join them.  

 

 

 

IN RE: WELCOME SIGN 

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the City of Batesville hire Donnie Shaw as a 

consultant for a fee of $1,000.00 to assist with the construction of the Welcome Sign. 

 

 

IN RE: MAGNOLIA TREES ON SQUARE 

 Upon unanimous consent, it was ordered that the three (3) Magnolia trees located 

on the Downtown Square be removed.   
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IN OPEN SESSION 
 
 Alderman Harrison moved that the meeting be closed to determine whether or not 

the Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Thereafter, upon the 

affirmative votes of Aldermen Walton, Land, Dugger, Morrow and Harrison it was ordered 

that the meeting be closed in order to determine whether or not the Board should declare an 

executive session. 

 

 

IN THE CLOSED MEETING 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the meeting is closed to determine whether or not the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Present in the closed 

meeting were: Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; City 

Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; City Clerk Shonnah Weaver and 

Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods. 

 On motion made by Alderman Harrison, seconded by Alderman Morrow, and 

unanimously carried upon the affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Walton, Dugger, 

Morrow and Harrison it was ordered that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen go into 

executive session in order to discuss donation of real property to the city, personnel involving 

salary, litigation, potential litigation, utility complaint made to Public Service Commission, 

and personnel involving appointments and  salaries. 
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IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will go into executive 

session for the purpose of discussing discuss donation of real property to the city, personnel 

involving salary, litigation, potential litigation, utility complaint made to the Public Service 

Commission, and personnel involving appointments and salaries and that the total vote on 

the motion to go into executive session was five (5) aldermen in favor and no aldermen 

opposed. Those present in the open meeting were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Land, 

Dugger, Morrow and Walton; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis 

Darby; City Clerk Shonnah Weaver and Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods. 

 

 

 

IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen are in executive 

session. Those present in executive session were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Walton, 

Dugger, Morrow and Land; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; 

City Clerk Shonnah Weaver and Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods. 

 There next came on for discussion the matter of donation of real property to the city.                

(Public Works Director Newt Benson and Greg Smith of Mendrop Engineering Resources   

were present during this part of discussion. Alderman Dugger recused himself during this 

part of discussion.) 

There next came on for discussion of personnel involving salary. 

There next came on for discussion the litigation.  

There next came on for discussion of potential litigation.  

There next came on for discussion of utility complaint made to Public Service 

Commission.  

There next came on for discussion the personnel matter involving appointments and 

salaries. (Public Works Director Newt Benson was present during this conversation. City 

Clerk Shonnah Weaver and Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods were not present during 

this conversation.) 

The executive session was concluded, and the Mayor and Board went into open 

meeting. 
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IN OPEN MEETING 

The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen are now in open 

meeting. Those present were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and 

Walton; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; City Clerk Shonnah 

Weaver and Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods. 

  

 

 

 

*Alderman Dugger recused himself from the meeting 

IN RE: PROPERTY ACQUISITION -SILICON RANCH  

   Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the City of Batesville will begin the process of a 

gravel road before 2024 ends if the property owner  makes a timely donation of the real 

property [free of all liens and encumbrances and certified so in writing to the City] to the 

City upon which the City can begin said process.  

 
*Alderman Dugger returned to the meeting.  

 

 

 

IN RE: PERSONNEL- COMMERCIAL DRIVERS LICENSE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Kenya Bobo’s salary be and it is hereby decreased 

$2.00 per hour for not receiving her Commercial Driver’s License, effective July 11, 2024.  
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IN RE: COMMERCIAL DRIVERS LICENSE 

 Upon recommendation of Public Works Director Newt Benson and upon motion of 

Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon unanimous vote taken, it was 

ordered that a salary increase of $2.00 per hour be granted to the following four (4) 

employees that participated in the Commercial Driver’s License testing and received their 

Commercial Driver’s License: Hunter French, Rivers Stevens, Austin Towles, and Jonathan 

Hudson.  

 

 

 

IN RE: MAINTENANCE CONTRACT  

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote take, it was ordered that City Clerk Shonnah Weaver obtain quotes for Bi-

monthly HVAC maintenance for all city buildings excluding Batesville Civic Center. 
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* City Clerk Shonnah Weaver and Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods were not present 

during this conversation 

 

 

IN RE: APPOINTMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Gary Snider be and he is hereby appointed 

Assistant Public Works Director, with a salary of $72,883.20 per year, effective July 11, 

2024. 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPOINTMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Mark Ivy be and he is hereby appointed 

Superintendent of the Wastewater Treatment Plant, with a salary of $62,400.00 per year, 

effective July 11, 2024. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPOINTMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that William West (Quinn) be and he is hereby 

appointed Assistant Superintendent of the Wastewater Treatment Plant, with a salary of 

$52,000.00 per year, effective July 11, 2024. 
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NOTE: No action was taken on matters regarding litigation, potential litigation, and the 

Public Service Community Complaint.  

 

 

OTHER MATTERS COMING BEFORE THE MAYOR AND BOARD FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill provided copies of the monthly inspections 
and the Planning Commission minutes for June.  

2. Monthly Fire Code Inspections and Incident report 
3. Batesville Civic Center Rodney Holley discussed the June events economic impact. 
4. Library crepe myrtle needs trimmed away from the building.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned to reconvene at 

1:00 o’clock p.m., July 16, 2024, at the City Hall at 103 College Street, Batesville, 

Mississippi. 

 In accordance with Section 25-41-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, a notice 

of said regular meeting has been posted in the City Hall and a copy of said notice follows 

these minutes. 

 

      ________________________________ 
      Mayor  

 

 

____________________________________ 
Clerk of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
Of the City of Batesville, Mississippi 
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NOTICE OF PLACE, DATE, HOUR, AND SUBJECT MATTER 

OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 The regular meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen, shall be held on the 

following subject matter at the following place, date, and hour, to-wit: 

 

 Place: City Hall, 103 College Street, Batesville, MS  38606   

           

 Date: July 16, 2024                    

  

 Hour:   1:00 p.m.          

 

 Subject Matter:   To transact any and all business that may be transacted at a meeting 

of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen. 

 The meeting may be conducted through teleconference or video means. Participation 

is available to the general public at said location. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


