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REGULAR MEETING 

MAY 21, 2024 

 

 Be It Remembered that a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen of the City of Batesville was held on May 21, 2024, at 2:00 p.m., when 

and where were present the following, to-wit: 

 Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Stan Harrison, Dennis Land, Bill Dugger, and 

Bobby Walton. Also present were: City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; City Clerk 

Susan Berryhill; Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver; Chief of Police Dennis 

Darby; Assistant Chief of Police Barry Thompson; Chief Building Official Andy 

Berryhill; Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson; Fire Chief Tim Taylor; 

Deputy Chief David Tarver; Civic Center Director Rodney Holley; Parks & 

Recreation Director Heath Fullilove; and Sulli Woods 

 A quorum being present, the meeting was duly opened by the Mayor and 

the following business was taken up. 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and 

upon unanimous vote taken, the agenda of May 21, 2024, was approved, with the 

addition of a quote from Wade, Inc for a lawn mower at the Civic Center.  
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CITY OF BATESVILLE  
BOARD MEETING 

MAY 21, 2024 
2:00 P.M.| CITY HALL 

AGENDA 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Hal Ferrell 
 
INVOCATION:  Russell Paulk  
 
MAYOR’S WELCOME STATEMENT: “To all in attendance, pursuant to 
Order by the Board of Aldermen, adopted on March 1, 2022, in order to address the 
Mayor and Board of Aldermen, you must be on the agenda, and pursuant to Order 
adopted March 23, 2023, you must sign the sign-in sheet with a complete address.” 
 
APPROVE AGENDA 
 

 May 21, 2024 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETINGS 

 
 Regular Meeting –May 7, 2024 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
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1. Approval for Rodney Holley to attend IEBA (International Entertainment 
Buyers Association) Conference in Nashville, Tennessee October 5-October 9, 
2024, with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. 

2.  Approval for Mayor Ferrell to sign the Fiscal Year 2023 Continuing Disclosure 
with Butler Snow. 

 
3.  Approval for Sergio Vergara to attend the orientation for the 1035-II course 

(Fire and Life Safety Educator II) at the Alabama Fire College on the 
following dates, November 13-15, 2024, with expenses paid/reimbursed by the 
City. The registration fee is $360.00, and the textbook is $84.00. He will travel 
in a city vehicle. 

 
4.  Approval for Parker Noblin to attend the Rope- Awareness and Operations at 

the MS Fire Academy on the following dates: May 22 and May 24,2024. This 
class is paid for through the Mississippi Task Force. It will be no cost to the 
city.  

 
5.  Approval for Anthony Waller to attend the NFPA 1033 Fire Investigator-I 

Class at Alabama Fire College in Tuscaloosa, AL. on the following dates, 
September 9-13, 2024. City expenses will be a Course fee of $570.00, plus 
lodging, travel expenses to include meals, and the use of a city vehicle.  

 
6.  Approval for ten (10) Batesville Fire Department personnel to attend the 

following class: NFPA1041 I-II instructor course on the following dates, June 
3-June 14, 2024. The city will pay for the cost of the class; approximately 
$49.00 per student and the textbooks. 

 
7.  Approval for School Resource Officer Jarvis Smith to attend Enhancing 

School Safety Training in Brandon, MS on June 3-4, 2024. The cost to the city 
is lodging and meal expenses.  South Panola School District will reimburse the 
city the cost of lodging and meal expenses. He will travel in a city vehicle. 
There is no registration fee.  

 
PAY REQUEST AGENDA 
 
1. Approval of payment in the amount of $19,250.00 to be made to Joel Williams 

in connection with the shop addition at Trussell Park. 
 
2.  Approval of payment in the amount of $55,242.49 to be made to Cadence 

Equipment finance in connection with the second installment on the grapple 
truck. 

 
HUMAN RESOURCES  
 
1.  Approval to offer full-time employment to Brandon Patterson at a rate of 

$14.00 per hour in the Street Department, contingent upon him accepting said 
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offer and undergoing a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being 
free of drugs and cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer 
of employment expires on June 3, 2024, at midnight if not accepted. 

2.  Approval to accept the resignation of Cheyenne VanTricht from the Gas 
Department, effective May 25,2024. 

 
VISITORS 
  
 
 
PERMANENT VISITORS 
 
 Panola Partnership  
 North Delta Planning and Development  
 Mendrop Engineering Resources- Change Order 
 Panola County Board of Supervisors and department heads 
 State or Federal legislators representing any part of Panola County 
 Any person engaged in contractual business with the City of Batesville 
 The Panolian Jeremy Weldon or his proxy 

 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – 3:00 P.M. 
 
1. Waiver Request- Brenda Williams, from the design standards for mobile homes 
to allow a 70’ length mobile home. 
 
 
REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – ANDY BERRYHILL 
 
1. Set Public Hearing to amend zoning ordinance for use #10.210 All Storage 
within  completely enclosed structures.  
 
CHIEF OF POLICE – DENNIS DARBY 
 
 
CITY ATTORNEY – COLMON MITCHELL 
 
1. BCC Event Rental and Expense Policy 
2. Agreement for legal services 
 
ASSISTANT CITY CLERK – SHONNAH WEAVER 
 
FIRE CHIEF – TIM TAYLOR 
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1. Discussion of EMT training and program implementation 
 
CIVIC CENTER DIRECTOR – RODNEY HOLLEY 
 
1.  Requesting approval to accept the lowest quote from Magnolia Rental on 
 pipe and drape for the main arena east/west audience for half housing for 
 the May 31st concert. 

 Magnolia Rental $8,576.00 
 Mississippi Tent & Party Rental $13,375.00 

 
2.  Requesting approval to accept the lowest quote from Magnolia Rental for 
 the rental of a  Boom Lift to install remove the acoustic drape and rigging 
 hardware for the May 31st concert.  

 Magnolia Rental $1,507.50 
 United Rental $1,975.55 

 
3.  Requesting approval to accept the lowest quote from Majik Sound  
 Productions for acoustic drape for behind stage area and rigging hardware 
 to create sound containment wall for the May 31st concert.  

 Majik Sound Productions $4,500.00 
 Avaine $6,245.50 

 
PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR HEATH FULLILOVE 
 
ASSISTANT PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR – NEWT BENSON 
 

1. Requesting permission to accept specs for a four-post shop vehicle lift.  
 

2. Requesting permission to accept quotes for a four-post shop vehicle lift. 
 1. Champion Autolift $9,750.00 
 2. DMS Equipment Service $8,895.00 
 

3. Requesting permission to accept and approved C-Spire Boring Permit 
crossing Hwy 6 E at Medical Center and Stone Drive.  
 

4. Bids received for waterline materials 
 Southern Pipe $215,069.26 
 

5. Generator Maintenance Agreement Renewal - Taylor Sudden Service 
 
 
OTHER MATTERS BY MAYOR OR ALDERMAN: 
  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and 

upon unanimous vote taken, the minutes of the May 7, 2024, regular meeting were  

approved with the following changes to be made to Page 192, Minute Book H-3 

relative to the Personnel Matter in the Code Office which should read as follows: 

after discussion, the Board of Aldermen directed the Mayor to address the issue and 

he agreed to do so. 

 

IN RE: SIGNATURE SHEET FOR MEETING OF MAY 21, 2024 
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 IN RE: APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on 

the consent agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

1.  Approval for Rodney Holley to attend IEBA (International Entertainment 
Buyers Association) Conference in Nashville, Tennessee October 5-October 9, 
2024, with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. 

2.  Approval for Mayor Ferrell to sign the Fiscal Year 2023 Continuing Disclosure 
with Butler Snow. 

 
3.  Approval for Sergio Vergara to attend the orientation for the 1035-II course 

(Fire and Life Safety Educator II) at the Alabama Fire College on the 
following dates, November 13-15, 2024, with expenses paid/reimbursed by the 
City. The registration fee is $360.00, and the textbook is $84.00. He will travel 
in a city vehicle. Reimburse travel expenses if necessary. 

 
4.  Approval for Parker Noblin to attend the Rope-Awareness and Operations at 

the MS Fire Academy on the following dates: May 22 and May 24,2024. This 
class is paid for through the Mississippi Task Force. It will be no cost to the 
city. Reimburse travel expenses if necessary. 

 
 
5.  Approval for Anthony Waller to attend the NFPA 1033 Fire Investigator-I 

Class at Alabama Fire College in Tuscaloosa, AL. on the following dates, 
September 9-13, 2024. City expenses will be a Course fee of $570.00, plus 
lodging, travel expenses to include meals, and the use of a city vehicle. 
Reimburse travel expenses if necessary. 

 
6. Approval for ten (10) Batesville Fire Department personnel to attend the 

following class: NFPA1041 I-II instructor course on the following dates, June 
3-June 14, 2024. The city will pay for the cost of the class; approximately 
$49.00 per student and the textbooks. Reimburse travel expenses if necessary. 

 
7.  Approval for School Resource Officer Jarvis Smith to attend Enhancing 

School Safety Training in Brandon, MS on June 3-4, 2024. The cost to the city 
is lodging and meal expenses.  South Panola School District will reimburse the 
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city the cost of lodging and meal expenses. He will travel in a city vehicle. 
There is no registration fee. Reimburse travel expenses if necessary. 

 
 
 
 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF PAY REQUEST AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on 

the pay request agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

1.   Approval of payment in the amount of $19,250.00 to be made to Joel Williams 
in connection with the shop addition at Trussell Park. 

 
2.  Approval of payment in the amount of $55,242.49 to be made to Cadence 

Equipment finance in connection with the second installment on the grapple 
truck. 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF HUMAN RESOURCES AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on 

the human resources agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

1.  Approval to offer full-time employment to Brandon Patterson at a rate of 
$14.00 per hour in the Street Department, contingent upon him accepting said 
offer and undergoing a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being 
free of drugs and cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer 
of employment expires on June 3, 2024, at midnight if not accepted. 

2.  Approval to accept the resignation of Cheyenne VanTricht from the Gas 
Department, effective May 25,2024. 
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IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING 3:00 P.M. 
  PUBLIC HEARING- BRENDA WILLIAMS- WAIVER  

 The Mayor opened the Public Hearing and Chief Building Official Andy 

Berryhill explained the purpose of the hearing being a request from Brenda 

Williams for a waiver from the Design Standards for Mobile Homes and 

Manufactured Homes of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, to allow the placement 

of a manufactured home 32x70, longer in length than the required sixty-five (65) 

foot maximum. Said property is located at 102 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive in the 

City of Batesville, Second Judicial District of Panola County, Mississippi, and is 

described as: 

 Parcel # 3183Q0005200 30004500 
 Lot (135x280) PT SW ¼ SW 
 ¼ UNPLATTED LAND 
 Section 8, Township 9, Range 07 
 
and  

Notice of said hearing having been published in the manner and for the time 

required by law as evidenced by a copy of the Proof of Publication attached hereto: 

Brenda Williams was present in support of his application. No one was 

present to speak in opposition of this request.  

The Mayor declared the hearing closed. 
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205 

 

 

 

MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

MAY 21, 2024 

IN RE: WAIVER – BRENDA WILLIAMS 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the request from Brenda Williams 

for a waiver to allow the placement of a manufactured home 32x70, longer in 

length than the required sixty-five (65) foot maximum, on her property located at 

102 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, be and it is hereby granted. 

 

IN RE: SET PUBLIC HEARING- ZONING  
 
 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and 

upon unanimous vote taken, the following Order was adopted:   

ORDER SETTING TIME, DATE, AND PLACE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON AMENDMENTS TO THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING PLAN OF THE 

CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI AND AUTHORIZING  
THE CITY CLERK TO 

PUBLISH NOTICE OF SAID HEARING 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Batesville, 

Mississippi, are considering amendments to the Batesville Zoning Ordinance 

[Ordinance], being Appendix A to The Code of Ordinances, City of Batesville, 

Mississippi; and  

WHEREAS, an amendment is being considered That Use #10.210 in the table 

of uses, Article IV, Section 401, Batesville Zoning Ordinance, Appendix A, The Code of 

Ordinances, City of Batesville, Mississippi, be amended by changing the following to be 

Permitted “P” or Conditional “C” as follows: 

Use #10.210 All Storage Within Completely Enclosed Structures – Removing 
Permitted “P” in C-2 & C-3 zones and Adding Conditional “C” in C-3 zones 



206  
 
 

 

 

MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

MAY 21, 2024 

 WHEREAS, said amendments were reviewed and recommended by the 

Planning Commission of the City of Batesville at their meeting held on April 29, 

2024, and  

WHEREAS, statutes controlling the amending of the zoning ordinances 

requires a public hearing to be held prior to the approval of said amendments, and 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED that on the 18th day of June 2024, 

at 3:00 o’clock P.M. in the City Hall of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen will hold a public hearing on said amendments and 

the Clerk of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, is hereby ordered and authorized to 

place a notice of said public hearing for publication in “The Panolian”, a newspaper 

having a general circulation in the City of Batesville, Mississippi. 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF LEGAL SERVICES AGREEMENT- FY 2023 
  MCWI PROJECTS 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Harrison and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the Legal Services agreement 

between the City of Batesville and Smith, Phillips, and Revere, PLLC be and it is 

hereby approved and accepted and further ordered that Mayor Ferrell be and he is 

hereby authorized to sign said legal services agreement, a copy of which is on file 

in the Office of the City Clerk. 
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IN RE:  EMT TRAINING- FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Chief Tim Taylor be and is hereby 

authorized to proceed with the EMT training and program implementation.  
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IN RE:  QUOTES RECEIVED – CIVIC CENTER 

The City of Batesville received the following quotes for pipe and drape for 

the main arena at the Civic Center: 

  Magnolia Rental    $8,576.00 
  Mississippi Tent & Party Rental  $13,375.00 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from Magnolia Rental in 

the amount of $8,576.00 be and it is hereby approved and accepted as the lowest 

and best quote for the pipe and drape. A copy of said quotes are on file in the 

Office of the City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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IN RE:   QUOTES RECEIVED- MAGNOLIA RENTAL  
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The City of Batesville received the following quotes for the rental of a 

Boom Lift to install and remove the acoustic drape and rigging hardware for the 

May 31, 2024, concert: 

  Magnolia Rental  $1,507.50 
  United Rental   $1,975.55 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from Magnolia Rental in 

the amount of $1,507.50 be and it is hereby approved and accepted as the lowest 

and best quote for the Boom Lift. A copy of said quotes are on file in the Office of 

the City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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IN RE:   QUOTES RECEIVED- MAJIK SOUND PRODUCTIONS 

The City of Batesville received the following quotes for the rental of 

acoustic drape for behind the stage area and rigging hardware to create sound 

containment wall for the May 31, 2024, concert: 
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  Majik Sound Productions  $4,500.00 
  Avaine     $6,245.50 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from Majik Sound 

Productions in the amount of $4,500.00 be and it is hereby approved and accepted 

as the lowest and best quote for the acoustic drape. A copy of said quotes are on 

file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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IN RE: RESOLUTION – BATESVILLE CIVIC CENTER 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and 

upon unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

RESOLUTION 
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 Whereas, Sawyer Brown is holding a concert at the Batesville Civic Center; 

and 

 Whereas, the concert which is public entertainment that will advertise and  

bring into favorable notice the opportunities, possibilities, and resources of the City 

of Batesville and will be helpful toward advancing the moral, financial, and other 

interests of the City of Batesville; and 

 Whereas, the City of Batesville is authorized under and by virtue of 

Sections 17-3-1 and -3 of the Mississippi Code of 1972 to set aside, appropriate, 

and expend monies, not to exceed one (1) mill of its valuation and assessment, for 

the purpose of advertising and bringing into favorable notice the opportunities, 

possibilities and resources of the City of Batesville, Mississippi; and 

 Whereas, items needed by the Batesville Civic Center in order to host the 

concert and the cost thereof are: pipe and drape - $8,576.00, Boom Lift - $1,507.50, 

and acoustic drape - $4,500.00, with the total being $14,583.50. The Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that the cost of said items for the 

concert will not exceed the one (1) mill of the valuation and assessment of the City 

of Batesville and that said expenditure for the concert would be for the purpose of 

advertising and bringing into favorable notice the opportunities, possibilities and 

resources of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, and that such would be helpful 

toward advancing the moral financial and other interests of the City of Batesville, 

Mississippi; and 

 Whereas, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine 

that such an expenditure comes within the authority granted by the aforesaid 

sections of the Mississippi Code of 1972. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, as follows: 

1. 

 That the matters and things set out above are true and correct and are 

incorporated into this paragraph by reference as if copied herein verbatim. 

2.  

 That the Mayor and Board of Alderman does hereby approve and authorize 

the expenditure of $14,583.50 for the acquisition by lease or purchase of said items 
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for the concert which is public entertainment and will advertise and bring into 

favorable notice the opportunities, possibilities, and resources of the City of 

Batesville and will help advance the moral, financial, and other interests of the City 

of Batesville and that such sum does not exceed one (1) mill of the City’s valuation 

and assessment  

 RESOLVED this the 21st day of May, 2024. 

IN RE: BATESVILLE CIVIC CENTER RENTAL AND EXPENSE  
  POLICY 
 
 City Attorney Colmon Mitchell presented a draft of the Batesville Civic 

Center Rental and Expense policy for review and consideration by the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen. 

 No action was taken at this time. 

 

 

IN RE:   APPROVAL TO PURCHASE MOWER- CIVIC CENTER 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Civic Center Director Rodney 

Holley be and is hereby authorized to purchase (1) mower from Deere & Company 

(Wade, Inc.) for use at the Batesville Civic Center, under Mississippi State Contract 

#8200073314, for the amount of $10,978.07. 
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IN RE:  SPECIFICATIONS FOR FOUR-POST SHOP   

   VEHICLE LIFT 
 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following specifications for a 

Four-Post Shop Vehicle Lift be and they are hereby approved. 

 



 
219 

 

 

 

MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

MAY 21, 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



220  
 
 

 

 

MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

MAY 21, 2024 

 

IN RE:   QUOTES RECEIVED- FOUR-POST SHOP VEHICLE LIFT 

The City of Batesville received the following quotes for a four-post shop 

vehicle lift: 

  Champion Auto lift   $9,750.00 
  DMS Equipment Service  $8,895.00 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from DMS Equipment 

Service for $8,895.00 be and it is hereby approved and accepted as the lowest and 

best quote for the four-post shop vehicle lift. A copy of said quotes are on file in 

the Office of the City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF PERMIT APPLICATION – C-SPIRE 

 Upon recommendation of Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson 

and on motion made by Alderman Dugger, second by Alderman Harrison and 

unanimously carried upon a vote being taken there, it was ordered that the permit 

application from C-Spire for the construction or adjustment of a utility within City 

road right-of-way, on Highway 6 at Medical Center Drive, be and it is hereby 

approved, subject to the City’s right to exercise complete control of said right-of-

way and streets including, but not limited to, the City’s right to repair, maintain, 

widen, extend and abandon or close such streets and right-of-way and on the 

condition that C-Spire shall be responsible for and shall pay the costs and expenses 

of any relocation of this utility made necessary by the City’s exercise of any such 

rights. 

IN RE: BIDS RECEIVED THROUGH REVERSE AUCTION – 
WATERLINE MATERIALS 

 
 This day the Mayor and Board of Aldermen received bids through reverse 

auction for waterline materials, pursuant to advertisement made in the manner and 

for the time provided by law as evidenced by a copy of the Proof of Publication 

attached hereto directed by order of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen adopted on 

the 5th day of March 2024, of record in Minute Book H-3 at page(s) 50 of said 

Board. Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson having read said bids, found 

that the following bids were received: 

  Southern Pipe  $215,069.26  

 Having heard all bids received, upon motion of Alderman Harrison and 

second of Alderman Dugger and upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that 
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the reverse auction bid from Southern Pipe in the amount of $215,069.26, for water 

line materials, be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best bid.  

 

 

IN RE:  GENERATOR MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT RENEWAL 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the service agreement with Taylor 
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Sudden Service, Inc. be and it is hereby renewed for the maintenance on the 

generators for various locations in the City of Batesville. 
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IN OPEN SESSION 

 Alderman Harrison moved that the meeting be closed to determine whether 

or not the Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. 

Thereafter, upon the affirmative votes of Aldermen Walton, Land, Dugger, and 

Harrison it was ordered that the meeting be closed in order to determine whether or 

not the Board should declare an executive session. 

 

 

 

 

 

IN THE CLOSED MEETING 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the meeting is closed to determine whether or 

not the Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Present 

in the closed meeting were: Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, 
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and Walton; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Assistant City Clerk Shonnah 

Weaver; Chief of Police Dennis Darby and Sulli Woods. 

 On motion made by Alderman Harrison, seconded by Alderman Dugger, 

and unanimously carried upon the affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Walton, 

Dugger, and Harrison it was ordered that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen go into 

executive session in order to discuss personnel matter involving salaries, potential 

land purchase, and potential litigation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will go into 

executive session for the purpose of discussing personnel matter involving salaries, 

potential land purchase, and potential litigation and that the total vote on the motion 

to go into executive session was five (4) aldermen in favor and no aldermen 

opposed. Those present in the open meeting were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen 
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Harrison, Land, Dugger, and Walton; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Assistant 

City Clerk Shonnah Weaver; Chief of Police Dennis Darby and Sulli Woods. 

 

 

 

IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the Mayor and Board are in executive 

session. Those present in executive session were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen 

Harrison, Walton, Dugger, and Land; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Assistant 

City Clerk Shonnah Weaver; Chief of Police Dennis Darby and Sulli Woods. 

 There came on for discussion the personnel matters involving salaries. 

 There next came on for discussion of potential land purchase. (Panola 

Partnership Joe Azar was present for this discussion. Alderman Teddy Morrow was 

present via telephone.) 

 There next came on for discussion of potential litigation.  

  

  

IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board are now in open meeting. 

Those present were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, and Walton; 

City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver; Chief of 

Police Dennis Darby and Sulli Woods. 
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IN RE:  SALARY EMPLOYEES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Harrison and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Administrative Assistant to the 

Chief of Police, Kati Overall, be changed from a salaried employee to an hourly 

employee and she will begin punching a time clock, effective May 30, 2024.  

 

 

 

IN RE: APPOINTMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Newt Benson be and he is hereby 

appointed Public Works Director, with a salary of $90,000.00 per year, effective 

July 1, 2024. 

 

 

 

IN RE:  SENATE BILL #2468 

 Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson along with Fire Chief Tim 

Taylor, Deputy Chief David Tarver, and Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill 

discussed with the Mayor and Board of Aldermen the Senate Bill #2468. 
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IN RE:  POTENTIAL LAND PURCHASE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that, subject to applicable law and to the 

execution by both parties of a purchase and sale agreement containing terms and 

provisions satisfactory to both parties within a reasonable time, the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen do hereby accept the offer of Nolan West to sell to the City 

approximately 85 to 90 acres of real property for $10,000.00 per acre. 

 

 

IN RE:  CLAIM AGAINST CITY- SPIKE STRIPS  

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the Mayor and Board of Alderman 

deny the claim made against the City relative to the use of spike strips on Interstate 

55. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OTHER MATTERS COMING BEFORE THE MAYOR AND BOARD FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Darrell Dixon of North Delta Planning and Development District appeared 
before the Mayor and Board of Alderman to provide updates. 
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2. Assistant Chief of Police Barry Thompson appeared before the Mayor and 

Board of Alderman to provide updates on the cameras. 
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Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned to 

reconvene at 2:00 o’clock p.m., Tuesday, June 4, 2024, at the City Hall at 103 

College Street, Batesville, Mississippi. 

 In accordance with Section 25-41-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, 

a notice of said regular meeting has been posted in the City Hall and a copy of said 

notice follows these minutes. 

 

           
    ________________________________ 

     Mayor 
 

 

____________________________________ 
Clerk of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
Of the City of Batesville, Mississippi 
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NOTICE OF PLACE, DATE, HOUR AND SUBJECT MATTER 

OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 The regular meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of 

Batesville, Mississippi, shall be held on the following subject matter at the 

following place, date, and hour, to-wit: 

 Place: City Hall, 103 College Street, Batesville, MS 38606 

 Date: On the 4th day of June, 2024     

 Hour: 2:00 p.m.       

 Subject Matter:  To transact any and all business that may be transacted at 

the regular meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen on the first and third 

Tuesdays of each month.  

 The meeting may be conducted through teleconference or video means. 

Participation is available to the general public at said location. 
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