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MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 JUNE 4, 2024 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

JUNE 4, 2024 

 Be It Remembered that a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville was held on the first Tuesday of June, being the 4th day of June 2024, 

at 2:00 p.m., when and where were present the following, to-wit: 

 Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Stan Harrison, Dennis Land, Bill Dugger, Teddy 

Morrow, and Bobby Walton. Also present were City Clerk Susan Berryhill; City Attorney 

Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; Assistant Chief of Police Barry Thompson; 

Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill; Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson; Fire 

Chief Tim Taylor; Deputy Fire Chief David Tarver; Civic Center Director Rodney Holley; 

Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver; and Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods. 

 A quorum being present, the meeting was duly opened by the Mayor, and after the 

invocation given by Rachel Kirkland, the following business was taken up. 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison on and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the agenda of June 4, 2024, was approved with the following 

additions: Set Public Hearing, remove item number one under Assistant City Clerk, and 

Mendrop agreement. 
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JUNE 4, 2024 

CITY OF BATESVILLE  
BOARD MEETING 

JUNE 4, 2024 
2:00 P.M.| CITY HALL 

AGENDA 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Hal Ferrell 
 
INVOCATION:  Rachel Kirkland  
 
MAYOR’S WELCOME STATEMENT: “To all in attendance, pursuant to Order by the 
Board of Aldermen, adopted on March 1, 2022, in order to address the Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen, you must be on the agenda, and pursuant to Order adopted March 23, 2023, you 
must sign the sign-in sheet with a complete address.” 
 
APPROVE AGENDA 
 

 June 4, 2024 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETINGS 

 
 Regular Meeting – May 21, 2024 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
1. Approval for the Batesville Police Department to host a summer D.A.R.E. camp June 
12-14, 2024, with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City not to exceed $1,000.00. 

 
PAY REQUEST AGENDA 
1. Approval of Pay Application #6 in the amount of $85,416.25 to be made to M&N 
Construction in connection with Concourse Phase 2. (Panola County Board of Supervisors 
minutes attached.) 
2. Approval of Pay Application #5 in the amount of $313,242.29 to be made to W&T 
Contracting Corporation in connection with Sewer Rehab. 
3. Approval of Payment in the amount of $5,825.89 to be made to Sozo Architecture, 
PLLC in connection with Concourse Phase 2. (Panola County Board of Supervisors 
minutes attached.) 
4. Approval of Pay Application #2 in the amount $2,185.00 to be made to R-Con, Inc. in 
connection with Batesville Drainage Improvement. 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES  
 
See Attached 

VISITORS 
 
PERMANENT VISITORS 
 Panola Partnership  
 North Delta Planning and Development  
 Mendrop Engineering Resources  
 Panola County Board of Supervisors and department heads 
 State or Federal legislators representing any part of Panola County 
 Any person engaged in contractual business with the City of Batesville 
 The Panolian Jeremy Weldon or his proxy 
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 JUNE 4, 2024 

REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – ANDY BERRYHILL 
1. Monthly inspection & complaint list 
2. Planning Commission Minutes meeting for May 
3. Set Public Hearing- Variance Request for Arby’s additional signage 
4.  Set Clean Up Hearing as needed 
 
 
CHIEF OF POLICE – DENNIS DARBY 
1. Approval to sign the Finch-Henry Job Corps Center agreement 
2. Approval to sign the agreement to renew the subscription to Leads Online. 
 
 
CITY ATTORNEY – COLMON MITCHELL 
 
 
ASSISTANT CITY CLERK – SHONNAH WEAVER 
1. Approval to accept quotes 
2. Ad Valorem Tax Exemption- General Electric Company 
3. Refund  
4. Voting Delegates- 2024 Elections 
5. Approval to increase credit card limit and change authorized users 
 
FIRE CHIEF – TIM TAYLOR 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR – HEATH FULLILOVE 
 
CIVIC CENTER DIRECTOR – RODNEY HOLLEY 
1. Approval to accept Morris Lawn Service, LLC quote. 
2. RV policy 

 
ASSISTANT PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR – NEWT BENSON 
1. Requesting permission for services outside the city limits. 120 Elbert Smith Road, 

Elbert Smith - $1,196.88 
2. Agreement- Mendrop 
3. Agreement- Sozo 
4. Flagging Rate Agreement 
   
 
ALLOW CLAIMS: 44832-45470 (includes The Co-Op) 
 
OTHER MATTERS BY MAYOR OR ALDERMAN: 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
1. Personnel Matter- Fire Department 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
IN RE: APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the minutes of the May 21, 2024, regular meeting. 
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JUNE 4, 2024 

IN RE: SIGNATURE SHEET FOR MEETING OF MAY 7, 2024 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 JUNE 4, 2024 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the consent 

agenda be, and they are hereby approved: 

1. Approval for the Batesville Police Department to host a summer D.A.R.E. camp June 
12-14, 2024, with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City not to exceed $1,000.00. 

 
 
 

 
 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF PAY REQUEST AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the pay request 

agenda be, and they are hereby approved:  

1. Approval of Pay Application #6 in the amount of $85,416.25 to be made to M&N 
Construction in connection with Concourse Phase 2. (Panola County Board of 
Supervisors minutes attached.) 

2. Approval of Pay Application #5 in the amount of $313,242.29 to be made to W&T 
Contracting Corporation in connection with Sewer Rehab. 

3. Approval of Payment in the amount of $5,825.89 to be made to Sozo Architecture, 
PLLC in connection with Concourse Phase 2. (Panola County Board of Supervisors 
minutes attached.) 

4. Approval of Pay Application #2 in the amount $2,185.00 to be made to R-Con, Inc. in 
connection with Batesville Drainage Improvement. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
IN RE: APPROVAL OF HUMAN RESOURCES AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the human 

resources agenda be, and they are hereby approved: 

1.  Approval to promote Nick Arendale from Firefighter to Driver/ Operator on Shift C. 
Pay rate adjusted from $14.33 to $15.95. Effective June 13, 2024. 

2. Approval for pay adjustment for Landon Brown, from $13.55 to $14.33 per hour. 
Effective June  13,2024. 

3.  Approval to accept resignation of Patrick Joiner from the Street Department,  effective 
May 15, 2024. 
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JUNE 4, 2024 

IN RE: HANDICAP/DISABILITY ACCESS FOR DOWNTOWN SQUARE 

 The Mayor recognized Sarah Dale Shaffer who appeared before the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen requesting better access for handicap and people with a disability for 

the Downtown Square near William H. Polk & Co., CPAS firm. The Board of Aldermen 

instructed Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson to investigate this matter.  

 

 

IN RE: RACE FOR GRACE 5K  

 The Mayor recognized Austin Gant who appeared before the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen requesting to host a “Race for Grace 5K” in the city limits of Batesville on 

September 14, 2024, using the same route as last year. 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison, second of Alderman Land and upon unanimous 

vote taken, it was ordered that the above request be and it is hereby approved with said event 

being coordinated with the Batesville Police Department. 

 

 

IN RE:  TIMBER RIDGE APARTMENTS 

 The Mayor recognized Joan Miles and Shalanda Ford with the Panola County 

NAACP who appeared before the Mayor and Board of Aldermen stating their concerns with 

the Timber Ridge Apartments. The Board of Aldermen ordered Chief Building Official 

Andy Berryhill to get in touch with the Owner of the Timber Ridge Apartments.  

 

 

IN RE:  PANOLA ARTS COMMISSION 

 The Mayor recognized Matt Wymer with Panola Arts Commission who appeared 

before the Mayor and Board of Aldermen stating how he would like the City of Batesville 

to have Art Festivals, Art Gallery, etc. The Board of Aldermen instructed him to get with 

Panola Partnership Director Joe Azar for assistance.  

 

 

 



    233 
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 JUNE 4, 2024 

IN RE: PAVING PLAN 2024  

 Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following streets be and they are hereby 

approved in connection with the street improvement plan and further ordered that the City 

Clerk publish an advertisement in The Panolian, a legal newspaper published in Batesville, 

Mississippi, once each week for not less than two consecutive weeks that the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen will receive bids for paving at City Hall, 103 College Street Batesville, 

Mississippi. The Mayor and Board of Aldermen reserves the right to reject any and all bids: 
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JUNE 4, 2024 

IN RE:  2021 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote take taken, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen acknowledged the following 

public hearing from June 4, 2024, in connection with the CDBG Public Facility Application: 
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 JUNE 4, 2024 

IN RE:  SET PUBLIC HEARING- VARIANCE- ARBY’S ADDITIONAL  
  SIGNAGE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison, second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Order was adopted: 

ORDER SETTING TIME, DATE, AND PLACE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON VARIANCES TO THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING PLAN OF THE CITY OF 

 BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY CLERK TO 
PUBLISH NOTICE OF SAID HEARING 

 
 WHEREAS, Alejandro Orfanos has submitted to the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, certain changes to the Comprehensive 

Zoning Ordinance adopted by the City of Batesville on April 21, 1992 and amended by 

ordinance adopted on September 7, 2010. 

 WHEREAS, The said Alejandro Orfanos requests a variance to allow an additional  

twenty-four (24) square feet of signage. Said property is located at 596 Highway 6 East in 

the City of Batesville, Second Judicial District of Panola County, Mississippi, and is 

described as: 

Parcel #3182P0005300  40002402 
 PT W ½ SE ¼  

Unplatted Land 9-9-7 
 596 Highway 6 East 
 
and  

WHEREAS, said request was received by the Planning Commission of the City  

of Batesville at their meeting held on May 28, 2024, and  

 WHEREAS, said Planning Commission recommended the variance be allowed  

and  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED that on the 2nd day of July 2024,  

at 3:00 o’clock P.M. in the City Hall of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, the Mayor and  

Board of Aldermen will hold a public hearing on said application and the Clerk of the  

City of Batesville, Mississippi, is hereby ordered and authorized to place a notice of said  

public hearing for publication in “The Panolian”, a newspaper having a general  

circulation in the City of Batesville, Mississippi. 
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JUNE 4, 2024 

IN RE:  SET PUBLIC HEARING- VARIANCE- LOCKER’S 

 Upon motion of Alderman Land, second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Order was adopted: 

ORDER SETTING TIME, DATE, AND PLACE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON VARIANCES TO THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING PLAN OF THE CITY OF 

 BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY CLERK TO 
PUBLISH NOTICE OF SAID HEARING 

 
 
 WHEREAS, Harry Guckert has submitted to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen  

of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, certain changes to the Comprehensive Zoning  

Ordinance adopted by the City of Batesville on April 21, 1992 and amended by ordinance  

adopted on September 7, 2010. 

 WHEREAS, The said Harry Guckert requests a variance to allow a 20’side setback 

on the property for the construction of an addition to an existing industry. Said property is 

owned byWarehouse 3 LLC and located at 209 Pearson Street in the City of Batesville, 

Second Judicial District of Panola County, Mississippi, and is described as: 

Parcel # 3183Q0000100 210000600 
 2.7 ACC LOTS 5 & 6 – BLK 21 
 Original Town of Batesville 
 209 Pearson Street 
 
and  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED that on the 2nd day of July 2024,  

at 3:00 o’clock P.M. in the City Hall of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, the Mayor and  

Board of Aldermen will hold a public hearing on said application and the Clerk of the  

City of Batesville, Mississippi, is hereby ordered and authorized to place a notice of said  

public hearing for publication in “The Panolian”, a newspaper having a general  

circulation in the City of Batesville, Mississippi. 
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 JUNE 4, 2024 

IN RE: SET CLEANUP HEARING – ALI MAROUF KHDEIR 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

RESOLUTION SETTING PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 WHEREAS, there came on for consideration the need to hold a public hearing to 

determine whether property owned by the following persons and located at the following 

location in the City of Batesville, Mississippi, are in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a 

menace to the public health, safety and welfare of the community. 

   Ali Marouf Khdeir- 152 Public Square 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 

of the City of Batesville will conduct a hearing at City Hall on the 2nd  day of July, 2024, at 

3:00 p.m. to determine if said properties are in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace 

to the public health, safety and welfare of the community and that notice of such hearing be 

given to the owners in the manner and for the time required by law. 

 RESOLVED this the 4th day of June, 2024. 
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JUNE 4, 2024 

IN RE:  FINCH-HENRY JOB CORPS CENTER AGREEMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Land and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the agreement between the City of Batesville 

Police Department and the Finch Henry Job Corp Center be and it is hereby approved and 

further ordered that Chief of Police Dennis Darby be and he is hereby authorized to sign said 

agreement.  A copy of said agreement is on file in the City Clerk’s Office and is set out 

below: 
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 JUNE 4, 2024 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
JUNE 4, 2024 

IN RE:  LEADS ONLINE AGREEMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the subscription services agreement between the 

City of Batesville Police Department and Leads Online be and it is hereby approved and 

further ordered that Chief of Police Dennis Darby be and he is hereby authorized to sign said 

agreement for renewal. The Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine 

that the Batesville Police Department is receiving an immediate benefit and therefore a 

payment in the amount of $3,625.00 be issued to Leads Online that is not a pre-payment.  A 

copy of said agreement is on file in the City Clerk’s Office and is set out below: 
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JUNE 4, 2024 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
JUNE 4, 2024 

IN RE: AD VALOREM TAX EXEMPTION – GENERAL ELECTRIC 
COMPANY 

 
 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

RESOLUTION GRANTING EXEMPTION 
FROM AD VALOREM TAXES 

 The City of Batesville this day considered the matter of granting exemption from ad 

valorem taxes, except school district taxes, to General Electric Company. 

 The governing authority finds that the above-named enterprise has submitted 

verification and documentation as to the authenticity and accuracy of the application 

regarding the true value of the property to be exempted and the date of completion of said 

enterprise. The authority also finds that the property described in the application constitutes 

an industrial enterprise as described in Section 27-31-101. Mississippi Code of 1972, as 

amended. 

 This governing authority does hereby grant, subject to approval and certification of 

the Department of Revenue, ad valorem tax exemption to the above taxpayer for a period of 

10 years, beginning January 1, 2024, on the property described in the application with a total 

true value of $11,357,940.00. 

 Resolved this the 4th day of June 2024. 
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 JUNE 4, 2024 

IN RE: ADOPT RESOLUTION - VOTING DELEGATES - 2024 ELECTIONS 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING  
MISSISSIPPI MUNICIPAL LEAGUE 

2024 VOTING DELEGATES 
FOR THE CITY OF BATESVILLE 

 WHEREAS, the Mississippi Municipal League amended the bylaws of the 

association to provide for a ballot election, to be conducted by the officers of the Mississippi 

Municipal Clerks and Collectors Association, to be held each year at the summer convention, 

to elect a Second Vice President from the Southern District; and  

 WHEREAS, the amended bylaws require the governing authority Board of 

Aldermen to designate in its minutes the voting delegate and one alternate to cast the vote 

for each member municipality. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND BOARD 

ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE   

 In accordance with the bylaws of the Mississippi Municipal League, the voting 

delegate(s) for the 2024 Mississippi Municipal League election to be held at the annual 

convention on June 25th, 2024, are as follows: 

 Voting Delegate:  Stan Harrison, Alderman  
First Alternate:  Bobby Walton, Alderman  

 
 That public interest and necessity requiring same, this Resolution shall become 

effective upon passage. 

 The above and foregoing Resolution, after having been first reduced to writing, was 

introduced by Alderman Morrow, seconded by Alderman Land, and was adopted by the 

following vote, to wit: 

  YEAS:   NAYS: 

  Alderman Harrison 
  Alderman Morrow 
  Alderman Walton  
  Alderman Land 
  Alderman Dugger 
  
 The above and foregoing Resolution having been submitted to and approved by the 

Mayor, this the 4th day of June 2024. 

ATTEST:                                          APPROVED: 
 
 
___________________________                  _____________________________ 
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JUNE 4, 2024 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO INCREASE CREDIT CARD LIMIT 

 On motion made by Alderman Harrison, second by Alderman Morrow and 

unanimously carried upon a vote being taken there, it was ordered that the monthly credit 

limit on the City credit card be increased to $25,000.00 and that the following be listed as 

authorized users: Shonnah Weaver, Debbie Turner and Kati Overall, and further ordered that 

the credit card be used for lodging only and a valid receipt must be submitted to the City 

Clerk; failure to submit a valid receipt will result in that person being responsible for 

payment. 

 

IN RE:  UPDATED RV PARK POLICY 

 Upon recommendation of Civic Center Director Rodney Holley and upon motion of 

Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon unanimous vote taken, it was 

ordered that the RV Park Policy in the form and content as presented to the Mayor and Board 

of Aldermen, be and it is hereby approved, effective July 1, 2024. A copy of said policy is 

on file in the office of the City Clerk. 

 

IN RE: RV RENTAL REFUND 

  Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that in the amount of $60.00 be issued to Gail Wagner 

as a refund for her RV rental for May 9,2024 and June 4, 2024.  

 

IN RE:  WRESTLING EVENT 

 Upon recommendation of Civic Center Director Rodney Holley and upon motion of 

Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon unanimous vote take, it was 

ordered that a free wrestling event be and it is hereby approved to be held on June 29, 2024, 

at 4:00 p.m. in the parking lot South of the Civic Center.  

 

City Clerk Susan Berryhill recused herself from the meeting.  
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 JUNE 4, 2024 

IN RE: EXTENSION OF CITY UTILITIES OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS 

 There came for discussion the matter of a request for water services for Elbert Smith, 

located at 120 Elbert Smith Road, outside the city limits of Batesville. 

 Upon recommendation of Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson and upon 

motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon unanimous vote 

taken, it was ordered that city water services be provided to Elbert Smith’s property located 

at 120 Elbert Smith Road, contingent upon and subject to him paying $1,196.88 for said 

service in advance of such extension. A copy of the total amount owed by Elbert Smith, is 

as follows:  

 

 

 

 

 



250 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF ENGINEERING SERVICES AGREEMENT- FY  
  2023 MCWI PROJECTS 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the professional services agreement between the 

City of Batesville and Mendrop Engineering Resources, LLC be and it is hereby approved 

and accepted and further ordered that Mayor Ferrell be and he is hereby authorized to sign 

said professional services agreement, a copy of which is on file in the Office of the City 

Clerk  and a copy follows along with the City’s Standard Contract Addendum thereto: 

 

 



    251 
 
 
 
 

MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 JUNE 4, 2024 

 

 



252 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
JUNE 4, 2024 

 



    253 
 
 
 
 

MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 JUNE 4, 2024 

 

 

 



254 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
JUNE 4, 2024 

 



    255 
 
 
 
 

MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 JUNE 4, 2024 

 

 



256 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
JUNE 4, 2024 

 

 



    257 
 
 
 
 

MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 JUNE 4, 2024 

IN RE:  FLAGGING RATE AGREEMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the flagging rate agreement be and it is hereby 

approved and accepted and further ordered that Mayor Ferrell be and he is hereby authorized 

to sign said flagging rate agreement, a copy of which is on file in the Office of the City Clerk. 
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JUNE 4, 2024 

Alderman Harrison recused himself from the meeting. 

 

IN RE: ALLOW CLAIMS 

 On motion made by Alderman Morrow, second by Alderman Land and unanimously 

carried upon a vote being taken there, it was ordered by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 

of the City of Batesville, Mississippi that claims numbered 44832-45470 (includes the Co-

Op) be and the same are hereby approved and allowed and shall be paid by Warrant drawn 

on the fund indicated. 

 
Alderman Harrison returned to the meeting. 

 

IN OPEN SESSION 
 
 Alderman Harrison moved that the meeting be closed to determine whether or not 

the Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Thereafter, upon the 

affirmative votes of Aldermen Walton, Land, Dugger, Morrow and Harrison it was ordered 

that the meeting be closed in order to determine whether or not the Board should declare an 

executive session. 

 

 

IN THE CLOSED MEETING 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the meeting is closed to determine whether or not the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Present in the closed 

meeting were: Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; City 

Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; Assistant City Clerk Shonnah 

Weaver and Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods. 

 On motion made by Alderman Harrison, seconded by Alderman Morrow, and 

unanimously carried upon the affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Walton, Dugger, 

Morrow and Harrison it was ordered that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen go into 

executive session in order to discuss the expansion of businesses, potential land acquisition, 

acquiring real estate, appraisal for property, sale of City surplus property, personnel matter 

at the Civic Center, personnel matter involving the fire department and personnel matters 

involving salaries. 
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 JUNE 4, 2024 

IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will go into executive 

session for the purpose of discussing discuss the expansion of businesses, potential land 

acquisition, acquiring real estate, appraisal for property, sale of City surplus property, 

personnel matter at the Civic Center, personnel matter involving the fire department, 

personnel matter involving salary, and personnel matter involving salaries and that the total 

vote on the motion to go into executive session was five (5) aldermen in favor and no 

aldermen opposed. Those present in the open meeting were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen 

Harrison, Land, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of 

Police Dennis Darby; Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver and Administrative Assistant 

Sulli Woods. 

 

 

 

IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen are in executive 

session. Those present in executive session were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Walton, 

Dugger, Morrow and Land; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; 

Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver and Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods. 

 There came on for discussion the expansion of businesses. (Public Works Director 

David Karr, Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson, Darrell Dixon of North Delta 

Planning and Development, Panola Partnership Director Joe Azar and Blake Mendrop of 

Mendrop Engineering Resources were present during this part of discussion.) 

 There next came on for discussion potential land acquisition (Assistant Public Works 

Director Newt Benson, Darrell Dixon of North Delta Planning and Development, Fire Chief 

Tim Taylor, Assistant Fire Chief David Tarver, Panola Partnership Director Joe Azar and 

Blake Mendrop of Mendrop Engineering Resources were present during this part of 

discussion.) 

There next came on for discussion the matter of acquiring real estate. (Assistant 

Public Works Director Newt Benson, Blake Mendrop of Mendrop Engineering Resources 

and Panola Partnership Director Joe Azar were present during this part of discussion. 

Alderman Dugger recused himself during this part of discussion.) 
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There next came on for discussion the appraisal for property. 

There next came on for discussion the personnel matter in the Civic Center. (Civic 

Center Director Rodney Holley was present for this conversation.)  

There next came on for discussion the personnel matter in the Fire Department. (Fire 

Chief Tim Taylor and Assistant Fire Chief David Tarver were present during this 

conversation.) 

There next came on for discussion the personnel matter involving salaries.  

The executive session was concluded, and the Mayor and Board went into open 

meeting. 

 

 

IN OPEN MEETING 

The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen are now in open 

meeting. Those present were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and 

Walton; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; Assistant City Clerk 

Shonnah Weaver and Administrative Assistant Sulli Woods. 

  

 

 

IN RE: BUSINESS EXPANSION 

 Upon motion made by Alderman Morrow, second by Alderman Dugger and 

unanimously carried upon a vote being taken there, it was ordered that the City Clerk publish 

an advertisement in The Panolian, a legal newspaper published in Batesville, Mississippi, 

once each week for not less than two consecutive weeks that the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen will receive Request for Qualifications for Engineering Services relative to 

water/wastewater upgrades for an expansion of a business, at City Hall, 103 College Street 

Batesville, Mississippi. The Mayor and Board of Aldermen reserves the right to reject any 

and all bids. 
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IN RE:  COVENANT CROSSING-UTILITY SERVICES 

 Upon motion made by Alderman Harrison, second by Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered to apply for DRA funding through the SEDAP and/or 

CIF funding relative to extension of water/gas to a business expansion.  

 

 

 

IN RE:   JOLLY JAMES ROAD  

 Upon motion made by Alderman Harrison, second by Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the Legal Department be and they are hereby 

authorized to prepare a letter to Gene Welch, over the Mayor’s signature, relative to Jolly 

James Road.  

 

 

 

IN RE: APPRAISAL FOR PROPERTY 

 Upon unanimous consent, the Legal Department was ordered to obtain an appraiser 

to appraise the potential property to be purchased by the City. 

 

 

 

IN RE: RV CAMPHOST 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the order adopted August 1, 2023, recorded in 

Minute Book G-3 at Page 216 offering employment to Jarrod Corlew as the Civic Center 

RV park camp host/monitor and be allowed to park his RV free of charge in return for his 

service, be and it is hereby rescinded. 
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IN RE:  SUSPENSION- FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Steve Whitworth be and he is hereby suspended 

without pay, effective immediately, until further notice. 

 

 

IN RE:  SALARY EMPLOYEES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that IT Manager, Joel Taylor, remain a salaried 

employee, but he will begin punching a time clock, effective June 13, 2024.  

 

 

IN RE: SALARY INCREASE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Newt Benson’s salary be and it is hereby increased 

up to $95,000.00 per year, effective July 1, 2024. 

 

 

IN RE: CLOSURE FOR CITY HALL 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that City Hall be closed from 12:00 p.m. until 1:00 

p.m. on Wednesday, June 5, 2024, for the Public Works Director David Karr’s retirement 

party. 
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OTHER MATTERS COMING BEFORE THE MAYOR AND BOARD FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill provided copies of the monthly inspections 
and the Planning Commission minutes for May. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned to reconvene at 

1:30 o’clock p.m., June 11, 2024, at the City Hall at 103 College Street, Batesville, 

Mississippi. 

 In accordance with Section 25-41-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, a notice 

of said regular meeting has been posted in the City Hall and a copy of said notice follows 

these minutes. 

 

      ________________________________ 
      Mayor  

 

 

____________________________________ 
Clerk of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
Of the City of Batesville, Mississippi 
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NOTICE OF PLACE, DATE, HOUR, AND SUBJECT MATTER 

OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 The regular meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen, shall be held on the 

following subject matter at the following place, date, and hour, to-wit: 

 

 Place: City Hall, 103 College Street, Batesville, MS  38606   

           

 Date: June 11, 2024                    

  

 Hour:   1:30 p.m.          

 

 Subject Matter:   To transact any and all business that may be transacted at a meeting 

of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen. 

 The meeting may be conducted through teleconference or video means. Participation 

is available to the general public at said location. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


