
    95 
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 APRIL 2, 2024 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

APRIL 2, 2024 

 
 Be It Remembered that a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville was held on the first Tuesday of April, being the 2nd day of April 2024, 

at 2:00 p.m., when and where were present the following, to-wit: 

 Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Stan Harrison, Dennis Land, Bill Dugger, Teddy 

Morrow and Bobby Walton. Also present were: City Clerk Susan Berryhill; City Attorney 

Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; Assistant Chief of Police Barry Thompson; 

Captain Richard Stonestreet; Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill; Code Official Dennis 

Barfield; Public Works Director David Karr; Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson; 

Fire Chief Tim Taylor; Civic Center Director Rodney Holley; Parks and Recreation Director 

Heath Fullilove; Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver; IT Manager Joel Taylor; and Sulli 

Woods. 

 A quorum being present, the meeting was duly opened by the Mayor, and after the 

invocation given by P R Roberts, the following business was taken up. 
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IN RE: STATEMENT BY MAYOR  

 Mayor Ferrell read the following statement and requested that a copy be placed in 

the minutes: 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the agenda of April 2, 2024, was approved with the addition of the 

Change Order for the MLK Sewer project. 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 APRIL 2, 2024 

CITY OF BATESVILLE BOARD MEETING 
APRIL 2, 2024 

2:00 P.M.| CITY HALL 

AGENDA 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Hal Ferrell 
 
INVOCATION:  P R Roberts 
 
MAYOR’S WELCOME STATEMENT: “To all in attendance, pursuant to Order by the 
Board of Aldermen, adopted on March 1, 2022, in order to address the Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen, you must be on the agenda, and pursuant to Order adopted March 23, 2023, you 
must sign the sign-in sheet with a complete address.” 
 
 
APPROVE AGENDA 
 

 April 2, 2024 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETINGS 

 
 

 Regular Meeting – March 19, 2024 
 Adjourned Meeting – March 22, 2024 
 Adjourned Meeting – March 25, 2024 

 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
1.   Approval for Zach White to attend at Crisis Intervention Training in Hernando, 

Mississippi on April 1-5, 2024, with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City; must 
provide proper receipts not to exceed $15.00 per day. He will travel in a City vehicle. 

2. Approval for James Snyder to attend the Building Officials Association of Mississippi 
(BOAM) on June 10-14, 2024, in Gulfport, Mississippi with expenses paid/reimbursed 
by the City. 

3. Approval for Landon Brown to attend the Basic Firefighter course 1001-I-II at the 
Mississippi Fire Academy on April 8- May 23, 2024, with expenses paid/reimbursed by 
the City. He will travel in a City vehicle. 

4. Approval for Genisis Gonzalez, Brayden Henson and Micah Morrow to attend the Haz 
Mat Awareness and Operations course online (two weeks) and one week at the 
Mississippi Fire Academy for finals and test on April 15-18, 2024, with expenses 
paid/reimbursed by the City. 

5. Approval for School Resource Officer Lt. Shenika Hudson, Adam Campbell, Jarvis 
Smith and Tekiya Bush to attend the Mississippi Association of School Resource 
Officer (MASRO) 2024 Training Conference July 7-12, 2024, in Biloxi, Mississippi, 
with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. 

 
 
 
PAY REQUEST AGENDA 
 
1. Approval to issue the following refunds for Civic Center RV rentals: 

 Steve Flowers - $10.00 
 Josh Cole - $160.00 

2. Approval to issue payment #3 in the amount of $385,852.18 to be made to W&T 
Contracting Corporation relative to the Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation. 

3. Approval to issue payment in the amount of $34,926.87 to be made to Mendrop 
Engineering Resources for professional services. 

 



    99 
 
 
 
 

MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 APRIL 2, 2024 

HUMAN RESOURCES  
 
1. Approval to offer full time employment to Garrett Bynum and Justin Johnson as non-

certified firemen at a rate of $13.55 per hour, contingent upon them accepting said offer 
and undergoing a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free of  drugs 
and cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires 
on April 15, 2024, at midnight if not accepted. 

2. Approval to promote Detective Sergeant Adam Smithey to the rank of Lieutenant with 
a salary increase of $2.00 per hour, effective April 4, 2024. 

3. Approval to offer full time employment to Latavius Faulkner at a rate of $14.00 per 
hour in the Street Department, contingent upon him accepting said offer and undergoing 
a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs and cleared for 
employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires on April 15, 
2024, at midnight if not accepted. 

 
 
VISITORS 
 

1. The Grace Place 
2. Patrice Hoskins 

 
 
 
PERMANENT VISITORS 
 
 Panola Partnership  
 North Delta Planning and Development  
 Mendrop Engineering Resources  
 Panola County Board of Supervisors and department heads 
 State or Federal legislators representing any part of Panola County 
 Any person engaged in contractual business with the City of Batesville 
 The Panolian Jeremy Weldon or his proxy 

 
 
 
REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – ANDY BERRYHILL 
 
1. Monthly inspection & complaint list 
2. Planning Commission Minutes meeting for March 
3. MBAP Request for Junior Auxiliary at 110 Public Square for non-profit operations 
4. MBAP Request for Jarva Echols at 111 Public Square for shared retail space 
5. MBAP Request for Frank Shahlari at 126 Public Square for delivery and carryout 

restaurant 
6. Final Plat approval for Kat Cole Holdings Lots 1 and 2 subdivision at the corner of 

College and North Street. 
7. Consider work session for April 16 at 1:00 p.m. for discussion of mini-storage zoning 
8. Set clean-up hearings as needed 
 
 
CHIEF OF POLICE – DENNIS DARBY 
 
1.   Potential executive session – tag reader issues related to NCIC 
 
 
CITY ATTORNEY – COLMON MITCHELL 
 

1. Sand ditch at daycare 
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ASSISTANT CITY CLERK – SHONNAH WEAVER 
 
 
FIRE CHIEF – TIM TAYLOR 
 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR – HEATH FULLILOVE 
 
 
CIVIC CENTER DIRECTOR – RODNEY HOLLEY 
  
 
ASSISTANT PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR – NEWT BENSON 
 
1. Approval to accept contract from Mendrop Engineering Resources for 2024 street   

paving upgrades 
2. Approval to authorize Mendrop Engineering Resources to work up a contract for 

boring gas and water lines under Highway 6 East (taking both utilities from the 
Walmart side north under 6 to the Covenant Drive area.) 

3. Possible discussion about two sewer line extensions 
4. Approval to obtain quotes for weed control  
5. Potential executive session – personnel matter related to job performance 
 
 
ALLOW CLAIMS: 43735-44278 (includes The Co-Op) 
 
 
 
OTHER MATTERS BY MAYOR OR ALDERMAN: 
 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
IN RE: APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the minutes of the March 19, 2024, regular meeting and the minutes 

of March 22, 2024, and March 25, 2024 adjourned meetings, were approved. 
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IN RE: SIGNATURE SHEET FOR MEETING OF APRIL 2, 2024 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the consent 

agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

1. Approval for Zach White to attend at Crisis Intervention Training in Hernando, 
 Mississippi on April 1-5, 2024, with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City; must 
 provide proper receipts not to exceed $15.00 per day. He will travel in a City vehicle. 
 
2. Approval for James Snyder to attend the Building Officials Association of 
 Mississippi (BOAM) on June 10-14, 2024, in Gulfport, Mississippi with expenses 
 paid/reimbursed by the City. 
 
3. Approval for Landon Brown to attend the Basic Firefighter course 1001-I-II at the 
 Mississippi Fire Academy on April 8- May 23, 2024, with expenses paid/reimbursed 
 by the City. He will travel in a City vehicle. 
 
4. Approval for Genisis Gonzalez, Brayden Henson and Micah Morrow to attend the 
 Haz Mat Awareness and Operations course online (two weeks) and one week at the 
 Mississippi Fire Academy for finals and test on April 15-18, 2024, with expenses 
 paid/reimbursed by the City. 
 
5. Approval for School Resource Officer Lt. Shenika Hudson, Adam Campbell, Jarvis 
 Smith  and Tekiya Bush to attend the Mississippi Association of School Resource 
 Officer (MASRO) 2024 Training Conference July 7-12, 2024, in Biloxi, Mississippi, 
 with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF PAY REQUEST AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the pay request 

agenda be and they are hereby approved:  

1. Approval to issue the following refunds for Civic Center RV rentals: 
 Steve Flowers - $10.00 
 Josh Cole - $160.00 

 
2. Approval to issue payment #3 in the amount of $385,852.18 to be made to W&T 

Contracting Corporation relative to the Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation. 
 
3. Approval to issue payment in the amount of $34,926.87 to be made to Mendrop 

Engineering Resources for professional services. 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF HUMAN RESOURCES AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the human 

resources agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

1. Approval to offer full time employment to Garrett Bynum and Justin Johnson as non-
certified firemen at a rate of $13.55 per hour, contingent upon them accepting said offer 
and undergoing a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs and 
cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires on 
April 15, 2024, at midnight if not accepted. 

 
2. Approval to promote Detective Sergeant Adam Smithey to the rank of Lieutenant with 

a salary increase of $2.00 per hour, effective April 4, 2024. 
 
3. Approval to offer full time employment to Latavius Faulkner at a rate of $14.00 per 

hour in the Street Department, contingent upon him accepting said offer and undergoing 
a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs and cleared for 
employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires on April 15, 
2024, at midnight if not accepted. 
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 APRIL 2, 2024 

IN RE: MATCHING FUND DONATION - THE GRACE PLACE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

RESOLUTION 

 WHEREAS, The Grace Place, Inc. has requested the City to make a matching funds 

donation to The Grace Place, Inc. to assist in their funding; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen believe that The Grace Place, Inc. 

provides a valuable service to the City, the community and to the youth of the City and 

community and that it would be in the best interest of the City to make a donation to The 

Grace Place, Inc.; and 

 WHEREAS, Section 21-19-65 of the Mississippi Code of 1972 authorizes the 

governing authorities of any municipality to expend monies from the Municipal General 

Funds to match any other funds for the purpose of supporting social and community service 

programs; and 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen as 

follows:     1. 

 That the Mayor and Board of Aldermen hereby find and determine that The Grace 

Place, Inc. provides a social and community service program of the same kind and nature of 

those set forth in Section 21-19-65 of the Mississippi Code of 1972 and is encompassed 

therein; and 

2.  

 That the Board does hereby order that the City donate to The Grace Place, Inc. the 

sum of Seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($7,500.00) to match, dollar for dollar, any 

other funds received by The Grace Place, Inc. from Paddle for Panola for support of their 

organization, said donation being contingent upon receipt of proof of matching funds. 

 RESOLVED this the 2nd day of April, 2024. 
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IN RE: REQUEST FOR TAILGATE PARTY - HOSKINS ROAD 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Patrice Hoskins be and she is hereby allowed to 

hold a tailgate party on Hoskins Road, Saturday, May 25, 2024, with said event to be 

coordinated with the Batesville Police Department. 

  

 
 
 
IN RE: FAIR HOUSING MONTH PROCLAMATION 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Proclamation was adopted: 
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IN RE: FAIR HOUSING RESOLUTION 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 
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IN RE: CHANGE ORDER – SANITARY SEWER COLLECTION SYSTEM  
  REHABILITATION 
 

There came on for discussion the approval of the Change Order Number 1, set out 

below in connection with the Sanitary Sewer Collection System Rehabilitation. 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and 

unanimously carried upon the affirmative vote of all board members present, the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen of the City found and determined that the changes or modifications to 

the original contract as shown in the Change Order are necessary or would better serve the 

purpose of the City, are necessary or incidental to the completion and scope of the work as 

originally bid, are not outside the scope of the original contact, are commercially reasonable, 

are not made to circumvent the public purchasing statutes and the decreased contract amount 

by $17,842.64 is reasonable and ordered that said Change Order No. 1, shown below, be and 

the same is hereby approved resulting in a revised contract price of $1,545,687.28: 
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Alderman Harrison recused himself from the meeting.  

 

 IN RE: DOWNTOWN BUSINESS DISTRICT USE PERMIT – 110 PUBLIC  
  SQUARE 
 
 Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill presented a Downtown Business District 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen Use Permit request made by JA of Batesville, that was 

recommended by the Planning Commission, for non-profit operations. 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the above request be, and it is hereby approved. 

 

 

IN RE: EVENTS ON THE DOWNTOWN SQUARE 

 Jennifer Darby of JA of Batesville appeared before the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen requesting permission to setup bouncy houses during the following Mainstreet 

events: the Color Run event on May 18, 2024, and the Art Mart on October 5, 2024. 

 Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the above request is hereby approved, contingent upon proof of 

liability insurance. 

 

 

IN RE: DOWNTOWN BUSINESS DISTRICT USE PERMIT – 111 PUBLIC  
  SQUARE 
 
 Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill presented a Downtown Business District 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen Use Permit request made by Jarva Echols, that was 

recommended by the Planning Commission, for clothing, formal wear, and jewelry. 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the above request be, and it is hereby approved. 

 

Alderman Harrison returned to the meeting.  
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IN RE: DOWNTOWN BUSINESS DISTRICT USE PERMIT – 126 PUBLIC  
  SQUARE 
 
 Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill presented a Downtown Business District 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen Use Permit made by Frank Shahlari, that was recommended 

by the Planning Commission, for a delivery and carryout restaurant only with hours from 

10:00 a.m. until 12:00 a.m.   

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the above request be and it is hereby approved. 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF FINAL PLAT – KAT COLE HOLDINGS LOTS 1 
AND 2 

 
 Upon recommendation made by the Planning Commission at their March 25, 2024, 

meeting and on motion made by Alderman Morrow, second by Alderman Harrison and 

unanimously carried upon a vote being taken there, it was ordered that the final plat for Kat 

Cole Holdings Lot 1 and Lot 2 subdivision, as prepared by Bruce Cook dated March 12, 

2024, at the corner of College and North Streets, be and it is hereby approved.   

 

 

IN RE:  WORK SESSION  

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second by Alderman Morrow and 

unanimously carried upon a vote being taken there, it was ordered that a work session be set 

for April 16, 2024, at 1:00 p.m. to discuss mini-storage zoning and lights for downtown 

square.   
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IN RE:  LAWRENCE HOSKINS 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second by Alderman Harrison and 

unanimously carried upon a vote being taken there, it was ordered that a notice be hand 

delivered to Mr. Hoskins stating that he remove his property from the City/County property 

located next to the old National Guard Armory on Highway 51. 

  

 

 

 

IN RE:  SOUTH PANOLA BALL TOURNAMENT  

 Upon motion made by Alderman Morrow, second by Alderman Land and 

unanimously carried upon a vote being taken there, it was ordered that Parks and Recreation 

Director Heath Fullilove send South Panola Fastpitch Booster Club an invoice for the field 

conditioner and quick dry that was used during a tournament. 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE:  MENDROP ENGINEERING RESOURCES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Mendrop Engineering Resources be and they are 

hereby authorized to prepare a contract for boring gas and water lines under Highway 6 East 

taking both utilities from the Walmart side north under Highway 6 to the Covenant Drive 

area and bring back to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen for their consideration.  
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IN RE: STREET PAVING 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the proposal for professional services relative to 

the 2024 street paving upgrades, along with the City’s Standard Contract Addendum thereto, 

be and it is hereby approved; a copy of which is on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a 

copy follows: 
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114 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 APRIL 2, 2024 
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STANDARD CONTRACT ADDENDUM 
 
 

This Standard Contract Addendum is an integral part of any and all Contracts entered into 
by the City of Batesville, Mississippi [ City ], and, therefore, is hereby made a part of the Contract 
between the City and Mendrop Engineering Resources, LLC [the Contract ]. 
 

Mississippi law provides that parties contracting with Mississippi governmental entities are 
deemed to have knowledge that they are political subdivisions of the state and to have knowledge of 
the laws by which they are governed and the limitations of powers and authority of the governmental 
entity.  As a Mississippi governmental entity, the City has only the powers and authority expressly 
granted to it by the Mississippi Constitution and the Mississippi Statutes together with those powers 
and authority necessarily implied from such grants of powers and authority.  Mississippi law further 
provides that a city shall not be bound by provisions of a contract which exceed a city s powers and 
authority.  By way of example, but not by limitation, the City does not have the powers or authority 
to enter into or perform, and is thus not bound by, provisions providing for the City to: arbitrate, 
waive right to a jury trial or any other right, hold another harmless, indemnify another, limit the 
liability of another party, agree to liquidated damages, waive or limit another s damages, waive or 
limit the City s right to damages, pay another s attorney’s fees and expenses, agree to jurisdiction or 
venue in any other state besides the State of Mississippi.  This Contract is a Public Record and is 
subject to the Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983. In executing the attached Contract, the City 
does not waive any rights it may have to object to, contest, or refuse to comply with any provision 
of the Contract that exceeds the powers and authority granted to the City by Mississippi law. 
 
 

CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 
 

By:_ 
 
____________________________________ 

      HAL FERRELL, MAYOR 
 
 

MENDROP ENGINEERING RESOURCES, LLC 
 

By:_________________________________ 
 
 

____________________________________  
(Print Name and Title) 
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IN RE: SEWER LIFT STATION 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson 

be and he is hereby authorized to obtain specifications and quotes relative to a sewer lift 

station. 

 

 

IN RE: WEED CONTROL 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson be 

and he is hereby authorized to obtain specifications and quotes relative to weed control in 

various locations in the City of Batesville. 

 

 

IN RE: BATESVILLE MOUNDS PAVILION 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson be 

and he is hereby authorized to work with Micheal Jones of Sozo Architecture in order to re-

advertise for bids relative to the Batesville Mounds pavilion. 

 

 

Alderman Harrison recused himself from the meeting. 

 

IN RE: ALLOW CLAIMS 

 On motion made by Alderman Morrow, second by Alderman Land and unanimously 

carried upon a vote being taken there, it was ordered by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 

of the City of Batesville, Mississippi that claims numbered 43735-44278 be and the same 

are hereby approved and allowed and shall be paid by Warrant drawn on the fund indicated. 

 
Alderman Harrison returned to the meeting.  
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IN OPEN SESSION 
 
 Alderman Harrison moved that the meeting be closed to determine whether or not 

the Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Thereafter, upon the 

affirmative votes of Aldermen Walton, Land, Dugger, Morrow and Harrison it was ordered 

that the meeting be closed in order to determine whether or not the Board should declare an 

executive session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN THE CLOSED MEETING 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the meeting is closed to determine whether or not the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Present in the closed 

meeting were: Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; City 

Attorney Colmon Mitchell; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; 

Assistant Chief of Police Barry Thompson; Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver and Sulli 

Woods. 

 On motion made by Alderman Harrison, seconded by Alderman Morrow, and 

unanimously carried upon the affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Walton, Dugger, 

Morrow and Harrison it was ordered that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen go into 

executive session in order to discuss potential litigation, personnel matters involving job 

performance, security, personnel matter involving raises and personnel matters related to the 

Civic Center. 
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IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will go into executive 

session for the purpose of discussing discuss potential litigation, personnel matters involving 

job performance, security, personnel matter involving raises and personnel matters related 

to the Civic Center and that the total vote on the motion to go into executive session was five 

(5) aldermen in favor and no aldermen opposed. Those present in the open meeting were 

Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Land, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; City Clerk Susan 

Berryhill; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; Assistant Chief of 

Police Barry Thompson; Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver and Sulli Woods. 

 

 

 

IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen are in executive 

session. Those present in executive session were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Walton, 

Dugger, Morrow and Land; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; 

Chief of Police Dennis Darby; Assistant Chief of Police Barry Thompson; Assistant City 

Clerk Shonnah Weaver and Sulli Woods. 

 There came on for discussion the potential litigation. (Greg Smith of Mendrop 

Engineering Resources, Public Works Director David Karr and Assistant Public Works 

Director Newt Benson were present during this part of discussion.) 

 There next came on for discussion the personnel matter involving job performance. 

(Parks and Recreation Director Heath Fullilove, Public Works Director David Karr and 

Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson were present during this part of discussion.) 

There next came on for discussion the matter of security. (IT Manager Joel Taylor 

and Captain Richard Stonestreet were present during this part of discussion.) 

There next came on for discussion the personnel matter involving salaries.  

There next came on for discussion the personnel matter in the Civic Center. 

The executive session was concluded and the Mayor and Board went into open 

meeting. 
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IN OPEN MEETING 

The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen are now in open 

meeting. Those present were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and 

Walton; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; Chief of Police Dennis 

Darby; Assistant Chief of Police Barry Thompson; Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver 

and Sulli Woods. 

 

 

 

IN RE: PERSONNEL MATTER  

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger it was ordered 

that Walter Butler in Parks and Recreation be and he is hereby terminated for reasons 

discussed in executive session. 

 

 

 

IN RE: PERSONNEL MATTER  

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the order adopted March 5, 2024, recorded in 

Minute Book H-3 at Page 63 appointing Gail Lance to Senior Administrative Assistant with 

a pay increase up to $21.00 per hour, be and it is hereby rescinded. 

 

 

 

IN RE: PERSONNEL MATTER 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Gail Lance remain Accounts Payable Clerk with 

a pay increase up to $22.00 per hour, effective July 1, 2024.  
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IN RE: PERSONNEL MATTER 

   Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Mayor Hal Ferrell no longer be responsible for 

the direction of the Civic Center, effective immediately. 

 
 
 
NOTE: No action was taken on the potential litigation nor on the security matter.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OTHER MATTERS COMING BEFORE THE MAYOR AND BOARD FOR DISCUSSION 
 
1. Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill provided copies of the monthly inspections 

and the Planning Commission minutes for March 25, 2024. 
 
2. Fire Chief Tim Taylor provided copies of the monthly reports. 
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Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned to reconvene at 

1:30 o’clock p.m., April 5, 2024, at the City Hall at 103 College Street, Batesville, 

Mississippi. 

 In accordance with Section 25-41-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, a notice 

of said regular meeting has been posted in the City Hall and a copy of said notice follows 

these minutes. 

      ________________________________ 
      Mayor  

 

 

____________________________________ 
Clerk of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
Of the City of Batesville, Mississippi 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 APRIL 2, 2024 

NOTICE OF PLACE, DATE, HOUR AND SUBJECT MATTER 

OF AN ADJOURNED MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 The adjourned meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen, shall be held on the 

following subject matter at the following place, date, and hour, to-wit: 

 

 Place: City Hall, 103 College Street, Batesville, MS  38606   

           

 Date: April 5, 2024                    

  

 Hour:   1:30 p.m.          

 

 Subject Matter:   To transact any and all business that may be transacted at a meeting 

of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen. 

 The meeting may be conducted through teleconference or video means. Participation 

is available to the general public at said location. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


