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MINUTE BOOK NO. G-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 MARCH 5, 2024 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MARCH 5, 2024 

 
 Be It Remembered that a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville was held on the first Tuesday of March, being the 5th day of March 

2024, at 2:00 p.m., when and where were present the following, to-wit: 

 Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Stan Harrison, Dennis Land, Bill Dugger, Teddy 

Morrow and Bobby Walton. Also present were: City Clerk Susan Berryhill; City Attorney 

Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; Assistant Chief of Police Barry Thompson; 

Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill; Public Works Director David Karr; Assistant Public 

Works Director Newt Benson; Fire Chief Tim Taylor; Civic Center Director Rodney Holley; 

Parks and Recreation Director Heath Fullilove and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 A quorum being present, the meeting was duly opened by the Mayor, and after the 

invocation given by Paul Middleton, the following business was taken up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the agenda of March 5, 2024, was approved. 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. G-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 MARCH 5, 2024 

CITY OF BATESVILLE BOARD MEETING 
MARCH 5, 2024 

2:00 P.M.| CITY HALL 

AGENDA 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Hal Ferrell 
 
INVOCATION:  Paul Middleton 
 
MAYOR’S WELCOME STATEMENT: “To all in attendance, pursuant to Order by the 
Board of Aldermen, adopted on March 1, 2022, in order to address the Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen, you must be on the agenda, and pursuant to Order adopted March 23, 2023, you 
must sign the sign-in sheet with a complete address.” 
 
 
APPROVE AGENDA 
 

 March 5, 2024 
 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETINGS 

 
 Regular Meeting – February 20, 2024 

 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
1. Approval to surplus approximately 50 snowflakes and sale on govdeals.com 
2. Approval to surplus towel dispensers and blinds from the Batesville Civic Center 
 and dispose of as junk due to having no value.  
3. Approval to surplus an HP laser jet printer Enterprise M507 BBI equipment 
 #10487 and dispose of as junk due to having no value. 
4. Approval to surplus seven Pyramid Pro 2650 timeclocks and dispose of as junk due 
 to having no value. 
5. Approval for “Coffee and Conversation” Community Event on a quarterly basis not 
 to exceed a reimbursement of $1,500.00 with proper receipts. 
6. Approval for Mayor Hal Ferrell to travel to Washington DC (March 11-12, 2024) 
 with expenses  paid/reimbursed by the City. 
7. Approval for James Snyder and Sergio Vergara to attend West Tennessee Regional 
 Fire Prevention Conference April 17-19, 2024, with expenses paid/reimbursed by 
 the City. No meals or overnight stay required and they will travel in a city vehicle. 
8. Approval for Tim Taylor and David Tarver to attend the Mississippi Firefighter and 
 Chiefs  Summer Conference May 29-June 2, 2024, in Natchez, Mississippi with 
 expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. 
9. Approval for Taylor Jaudon to attend MWPCOA Conference in Natchez, 
 Mississippi April 9-11, 2024, with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. 
10. Approval for Steve Caldwell, Levi Burns and Mark Shields to attend MNGA 
 Safety Conference in Biloxi, Mississippi May 7-8, 2024, with expenses 
 paid/reimbursed by the City. 
11. Approval for Newt Benson, Gary Snider, Rodney Alewine and Hunter French to 
 attend MsRWA Annual Conference in Biloxi, Mississippi May 28-31, 2024, with 
 expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. G-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 MARCH 5, 2024 

PAY REQUEST AGENDA 
 
1. Approval of the BBI annual hardware support for 2024 for the annual rate of $11,987.50 

and the BBI software support for 2024 for the annual rate of $6,150.00. 
2. Approval of the preventative maintenance contract with Tri-Star Companies, Inc. for 

the annual rate of $11,712.00. (Billed monthly at $976.00 or bi-monthly at $1,952.00) 
(Current rate is $602.00 monthly) 

3. Approval of Pay Application #2 in the amount of $221,711.00 to be paid to W&T 
Contracting Corporation for the Sanitary Sewer Collection System Rehabilitation.  

4. Approval of payment in the amount of $16,934.00 to be made to Southern Corrosion 
relative to the water tank maintenance service quarterly premium. 

5. Approval to reimburse Mayor Hal Ferrell $40.00 for payment to attend the 2024 
Panola Partnership Annual Banquet. 

 
 
  
HUMAN RESOURCES  
 
1. Approval for sixteen year longevity for certified officer William Burrow increasing his 

rate of pay to $21.31 per hour.  
2. Approval to accept the resignation of George Williford from the Batesville Police 

Department, effective March 27, 2024. 
3. Approval for pay adjustment for Parker Liddell and Calen Walker from $13.55 per hour 

to $14.33 per hour, effective March 7, 2024, due to them completing necessary basic 
training. 

4. Approval to offer full time employment to Dennis Barfield as Building Inspector at a 
rate of $24.04 per hour, contingent upon him accepting said offer and undergoing a 
medical  exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs and cleared for 
employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires on March 18, 
2024, at midnight if not accepted. 

5. Approval to offer employment to Tiffancy Furr as a non-certified patrolman at a pay 
rate of $20.06 per hour, contingent upon her accepting said offer and undergoing a 
medical exam, psychological evaluation and a drug and alcohol test and being free of 
drugs and cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment 
expires on March 18, 2024, at midnight if not accepted. 

6. Approval to accept the resignation of Brandon Patterson from the Street Department, 
effective March 15, 2024. 

7. Approval to accept the resignation of Dewayne Brassell from the Fire Department, 
effective March 15, 2024. 

 
VISITORS 
 
PERMANENT VISITORS 
 
 Panola Partnership  
 North Delta Planning and Development  
 Mendrop Engineering Resources – pipeline crossing license agreement 
 Panola County Board of Supervisors and department heads 
 State or Federal legislators representing any part of Panola County 
 Any person engaged in contractual business with the City of Batesville 
 The Panolian Jeremy Weldon or his proxy 

 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS – 3:00 P.M. 
 

 Jerry Burkes – Variance from the side set back requirements 
 Byron Houston – Conditional Use Permit to allow use 9.200 for tire sales 

 
BIDS RECONSIDERED 
 
1. Batesville Mounds Pavilion 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. G-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 MARCH 5, 2024 

 
REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – ANDY BERRYHILL 
 
1. Monthly inspection & complaint list 
2. Discuss moratorium for Use #10.210 All Storage within completely enclosed 
 structures (Mini-Storage building) 
3. Set Clean-up Hearings as needed 
4. Potential executive session – personnel matters  
 
 
CHIEF OF POLICE – DENNIS DARBY 
 
1. Approval for retiring Assistant Chief of Police George Williford to purchase, at fair 

market value, his duty weapon that is issued to him. 
2. Approval to sign the HIDTA agreement 
  
 
CITY ATTORNEY – COLMON MITCHELL 
 
1. Resolution – Policy for Use of City Facilities 
2. Potential executive session – personnel matter 
 
 
ASSISTANT CITY CLERK – SHONNAH WEAVER 
 
1. Discuss banners 
2. Insurance rates remain the same  
3. Potential executive session – personnel matters 
  
 
FIRE CHIEF – TIM TAYLOR 
 
1. Approval to destroy old fire department purchase order books 
2. Approval to sign the Mississippi Homeland Security Grant FY24 
3. Monthly reports 
 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR – HEATH FULLILOVE 
 
 
CIVIC CENTER DIRECTOR – RODNEY HOLLEY 
 
1. Certification of Emergency Purchase or Repair – Civic Center sprinkler system 
  
 
ASSISTANT PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR – NEWT BENSON 
 
1. Approval of specifications for a water line for property behind Wal-Mart and to 
 advertise for bids 
2. Approval of annual agreement for field data collection, database maintenance and 
 training for GIS system - $5,000.00 annual agreement 
3. Approval to purchase 5 pieces of equipment from American Multi-Products 
 (AMP).  
4. Approval to obtain specifications for a covered area at Patton Lane Park over two 
 of the basketball courts. 
 
 
ALLOW CLAIMS: 43143-43734 
 
 
 



    21 
 
 
 
 

MINUTE BOOK NO. G-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 MARCH 5, 2024 

OTHER MATTERS BY MAYOR OR ALDERMAN: 
 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
IN RE: APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the minutes of the February 20, 2024, regular meeting, were 

approved. 

 

 

IN RE: SIGNATURE SHEET FOR MEETING OF MARCH 5, 2024 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. G-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 MARCH 5, 2024 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the consent 

agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

1. Approval to surplus approximately 50 snowflakes and sale on govdeals.com. 
 
2. Approval to surplus towel dispensers and blinds from the Batesville Civic Center 
 and dispose of as junk due to having no value.  
 
3. Approval to surplus an HP laser jet printer Enterprise M507 BBI equipment 
 #10487 and dispose of as junk due to having no value. 
 
4. Approval to surplus seven Pyramid Pro 2650 timeclocks and dispose of as junk due 
 to having no value. 
 
5. Approval for “Coffee and Conversation” Community Event on a quarterly basis not 
 to exceed a reimbursement of $1,500.00 with proper receipts. 
 
6. Approval for Mayor Hal Ferrell to travel to Washington DC March 11-12. 2024, 
 with expenses  paid/reimbursed by the City. 
 
7. Approval for James Snyder and Sergio Vergara to attend West Tennessee Regional 
 Fire Prevention Conference April 17-19, 2024, with expenses paid/reimbursed by 
 the City. No meals or overnight stay required and they will travel in a city vehicle. 
 
8. Approval for Tim Taylor and David Tarver to attend the Mississippi Firefighter and 
 Chiefs  Summer Conference May 29-June 2, 2024, in Natchez, Mississippi with 
 expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. 
 
9. Approval for Taylor Jaudon to attend MWPCOA Conference in Natchez, 
 Mississippi April 9-11, 2024, with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. 
 
10. Approval for Steve Caldwell, Levi Burns and Mark Shields to attend MNGA 
 Safety  Conference in Biloxi, Mississippi May 7-8, 2024, with expenses 
 paid/reimbursed by the City. 
 
11. Approval for Newt Benson, Gary Snider, Rodney Alewine and Hunter French to 
 attend MsRWA Annual Conference in Biloxi, Mississippi May 28-31, 2024, with 
 expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. G-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 MARCH 5, 2024 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF PAY REQUEST AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the pay request 

agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

1. Approval of the BBI annual hardware support for 2024 for the annual rate of $11,987.50 
and the BBI software support for 2024 for the annual rate of $6,150.00. 

 
2. Approval of the preventative maintenance contract with Tri-Star Companies, Inc. for 

the annual rate of $11,712.00. (Billed monthly at $976.00 or bi-monthly at $1,952.00) 
(Current rate is $602.00 monthly) 

 
3. Approval of Pay Application #2 in the amount of $221,711.00 to be paid to W&T 

Contracting Corporation for the Sanitary Sewer Collection System Rehabilitation.  
 
4. Approval of payment in the amount of $16,934.00 to be made to Southern Corrosion 

relative to the water tank maintenance service quarterly premium. 
 
5. Approval to reimburse Mayor Hal Ferrell $40.00 for payment to attend the 2024 

Panola Partnership Annual Banquet. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
IN RE: APPROVAL OF HUMAN RESOURCES AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the human 

resources agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

1. Approval to accept the resignation of George Williford from the Batesville Police 
Department, effective March 27, 2024. 

 
2. Approval to accept the resignation of Brandon Patterson from the Street Department, 

effective March 15, 2024. 
 
3. Approval to accept the resignation of Dewayne Brassell from the Fire Department, 

effective March 15, 2024. 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. G-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 MARCH 5, 2024 

IN RE: CONTRIBUTION TO PANOLA PARTNERSHIP 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted:  

R E S O L U T I O N  

 WHEREAS, Mississippi House Bill No. 1837 of the 1997 Legislative Session, as 

amended by Mississippi House Bill 1587 of the 2016 Regular Legislative Session, authorizes 

the City of Batesville, Mississippi [“City”], to levy and collect the tax specified therein for 

the purpose of providing funds for the promotion of tourism, economic development, and 

industry in the City and the surrounding area, and authorizes the City to expend said funds 

for the purpose of carrying out programs and activities designed to attract visitors, tourists, 

and industry in order to promote and enhance the tourism, industry, and economic 

development of the City and the surrounding area; and 

 WHEREAS, Section(s) 21-19-44 and 21-19-44.1 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, 

as amended, authorizes municipal governing authorities of municipalities to appropriate, 

contribute, and donate to, or expend budgeted funds for, local economic development 

organizations; and 

 WHEREAS, Panola Partnership, Inc. is a local economic development organization 

and is a Mississippi non-profit corporation organized and existing under and by virtue of the 

laws of the State of Mississippi for the purpose of promoting economic development, 

commerce, trade, business, education, and industry in Panola County, Mississippi; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that 

the  Panola Partnership, Inc. is an organization to which the City may appropriate, contribute, 

and donate to, or expend budgeted funds for, pursuant to the authority of Section(s) 21-19-

44 and 21-19-44.1 of the Mississippi Code of 1972 as amended; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that 

monies contributed to the Panola Partnership, Inc. for special events pursuant to Section(s) 

21-19-44 and 21-19-44.1 and are used for the purpose of carrying out programs and activities 

designed to attract visitors, tourists, and industry in order to promote and enhance the 

tourism, industry, and economic development of the City and the surrounding area; and 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. G-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 MARCH 5, 2024 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that 

the City is authorized by Section(s) 21-19-44 and 21-19-44.1 and Mississippi House Bill No. 

1837 of the 1997 Legislative Session, as amended by Mississippi House Bill 1587 of the 

2016 Regular Legislative Session, to contribute funds received from the tax authorized by 

said House Bill to the Panola Partnership, Inc. for special events for the purposes set forth 

above. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville, Mississippi, as follows: 

      1. 

 That the recitations set forth above are true and correct. 

      2. 

 That the City of Batesville shall set aside and appropriate from the City’s tourism 

and industry promotion tax fund and expend and contribute such funds to the Panola 

Partnership, Inc. for special events in the amount of $90,000.00, and the City Clerk is 

authorized to do so. 

 RESOLVED, this the 5th of March, 2024. 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. G-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 MARCH 5, 2024 

IN RE: REQUEST FOR FUNDS - MAIN STREET PROGRAM 
 
 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

R E S O L U T I O N  

 WHEREAS, Mississippi House Bill No. 1837 of the 1997 Legislative Session, as 

amended by Mississippi House Bill 1587 of the 2016 Regular Legislative Session, authorizes 

the City of Batesville, Mississippi [“City”], to levy and collect the tax specified therein for 

the purpose of providing funds for the promotion of tourism, economic development, and 

industry in the City and the surrounding area, and authorizes the City to expend said funds 

for the purpose of carrying out programs and activities designed to attract visitors, tourists, 

and industry in order to promote and enhance tourism, industry, and economic development 

of the City and the surrounding area; and 

 WHEREAS, Section(s) 21-19-44 and 21-19-44.1 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, 

as amended, authorizes municipal governing authorities of municipalities to appropriate, 

contribute, and donate to, or expend budgeted funds for, local economic development 

organizations; and 

 WHEREAS, the Main Street Program is a program administered by the Panola 

Partnership, Inc., a Mississippi non profit corporation, a local economic development 

organization and existing under and by virtue of the laws of the State of Mississippi for the 

purpose of promoting and enhancing economic development, commerce, trade, business, 

education, tourism and industry in Panola County, Mississippi; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that 

the Main Street Program is an organization to which the City may appropriate, contribute, 

and donate to, or expend budgeted funds for, pursuant to the authority of Section(s) 21-19-

44 and 21-19-44.1 of the Mississippi Code of 1972 as amended and the aforesaid House 

Bills; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that 

monies contributed to the Main Street Program pursuant to Section(s) 21-19-44 and 21-19-

44.1 and are used for the purpose of carrying out programs and activities designed to attract 

visitors, tourists, and industry in order to promote and enhance tourism, industry, and 

economic development of the City and the surrounding area; and 
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 MARCH 5, 2024 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that 

the City is authorized by Section(s) 21-19-44 and 21-19-44.1 and Mississippi House Bill No. 

1837 of the 1997 Legislative Session, as amended by Mississippi House Bill 1587 of the 

2016 Regular Legislative Session, to contribute funds received from the tax authorized by 

said House Bill to the Main Street Program for the purposes set forth above. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville, Mississippi, as follows: 

      1. 

 That the recitations set forth above are true and correct. 

      2. 

 That the City of Batesville shall set aside and appropriate from the City’s tourism 

and industry promotion tax fund and expend and contribute such funds to the Main Street 

Program in the amount of $40,000.00, and the City Clerk is authorized to do so. 

 RESOLVED, this the 5th day of March, 2024. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS LETTER 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Mayor Ferrell be and he is hereby authorized to 

sign the letter to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers relative to the flooding in the City of 

Batesville.   
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MINUTE BOOK NO. G-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 MARCH 5, 2024 

IN RE: BIDS RECEIVED – BATESVILLE MOUNDS PAVILION 
 

This day the Mayor and Board of Aldermen discussed the sealed competitive bids 

that were received and opened on February 22, 2024, for the Batesville Mounds Pavilion, 

pursuant to advertisement made in the manner and for the time provided by law as evidenced 

by a copy of Proof of Publication attached hereto. Michael Jones of Sozo Architecture, 

PLLC, found that the following bids were received and are on file in the Office of the City 

Clerk. 

 Grinder, Taber, Grinder, Inc.  $1,708,000.00 
 Hills Construction, LLC  $1,195.000.00 
 Timbo Construction, Inc.  $1,668,548.00 

 Having heard all bids received, upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of 

Alderman Morrow and upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the bids be and they 

are hereby rejected. 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. G-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 MARCH 5, 2024 

IN RE: MORATORIUM ON STORAGE BUILDINGS 

 Upon recommendation of Chief Building Official and upon motion of Alderman 

Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered 

that a moratorium be set for the new construction of storage buildings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
IN RE: APPROVAL TO PURCHASE DUTY WEAPON 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that retiring law enforcement officer Assistant Chief 

of Police George Williford be and he is hereby allowed to purchase his duty weapon, a Glock 

21 Gen 4, Serial # AFMC902, issued to him by the Batesville Police Department, for the 

sum of Three Hundred Sixty-Three Dollars and Zero Cents ($363.00) which is fair market 

value, as allowed by Section 45-9-131 of the Mississippi Code of 1972 and all amendments 

thereto. 
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 MARCH 5, 2024 

IN RE: HIDTA AGREEMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the HIDTA agreement between the United States 

Department of Justice, Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) and the Batesville Police 

Department be and it is hereby approved for a two (2) year period and further ordered that 

Chief Darby be and he is hereby authorized to sign said agreement. A copy of the agreement 

is on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy follows:  
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 MARCH 5, 2024 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IN RE: SECURITY CAMERAS 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Deputy Chief Barry Thompson be and he is hereby 

authorized to obtain quotes for additional security cameras. 
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 MARCH 5, 2024 

IN RE: RAILROAD AGREEMENT – BATESVILLE MOUNDS PAVILION  

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Mayor Ferrell be and he is hereby authorized to 

sign the agreement with the changes as discussed by the City Attorney. A copy of said 

agreement is on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy follows: 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. G-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 MARCH 5, 2024 

IN RE: CHRISTMAS BANNERS 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the Board of Aldermen agreed to purchase approximately twenty-

four (24) Christmas banners for an amount not to exceed $5,000.00.. 

 

 

 

IN RE: CITY’S HEALTH AND OTHER INSURANCE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen acknowledged a rate pass for May 

1, 2024, renewal for Humana, and Blue Cross Blue Shield renewal with no rate increase. 

Dental has a rate pass guaranteed for one year. Vision along with basic and voluntary life 

have a rate pass guaranteed for two years. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO DESTROY OLD PURCHASE ORDER BOOKS 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Fire Chief Tim Taylor be and he is hereby 

authorized to destroy old purchase order books per records retention schedule. 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO SIGN MISSISSIPPI HOMELAND SECURITY  
  GRANT 
 
 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Mayor Hal Ferrell, City Clerk Susan Berryhill and 

Fire Chief Tim Taylor be and they are hereby authorized to sign the necessary documents 

for the Mississippi Homeland Security Grant for $22,000.00 to be used for the purchase of 

a light tower and patient/equipment skid attachment for the UTV. 

 

 
 
 
 
IN RE: APPROVAL TO OBTAIN SPECIFICATIONS – PATTON LANE  
  SHADE STRUCTURE 
 
 Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Parks and Recreation Director Heath Fullilove be 

and he is hereby authorized to obtain specifications for a shade structure for Patton Lane 

Park. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO OBTAIN SPECIFICATIONS – BATHROOM AT  
  TRUSSELL PARK SPLASH PAD 
 
 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Parks and Recreation Director Heath Fullilove be 

and he is hereby authorized to obtain specifications for a bathroom at the splash pad at 

Trussell Park. 
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 MARCH 5, 2024 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF PAYMENT FOR EMERGENCY REPAIR – 
SPRINKLER SYSTEM 

 
 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AND RATIFYING THE EMERGENCY REPAIR OF A 
SPRINKLER SYSTEM AT THE BATESVILLE CIVIC CENTER 

AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING PAYMENT THEREFOR 

 WHEREAS, Civic Center Director Rodney Holley, of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, 

has advised the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Batesville that under conditions 

determined to be an emergency, the sprinkler system located the Batesville Civic Center was 

repaired by Fire Tech Systems, Inc. for a total of $14,310.00 and submitted a Certificate of 

Emergency Purchase or Repair setting out the facts of the afore said matter which is attached 

hereto and incorporated herein by reference; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that the 

sprinkler system located at the Batesville Civic Center was in a state of disrepair and had to be 

replaced immediately in order to avoid conditions that would be detrimental to the public health, 

welfare and safety of the citizens of Batesville and that said circumstances constituted an 

emergency under Sections 31-7-1(i) and -13(k) of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended: 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the matters set out by the Certificate of 

Emergency Purchase or Repair are true and correct and that: 

 1.  The Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that an emergency 

did in fact exist in regard to the repair of said sprinkler system located at the Batesville Civic 

Center so that delay incident to giving opportunity for competitive bidding would be detrimental 

to the interest of the governing authority of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, and to the public 

health, welfare and safety of the citizens of Batesville, Mississippi, and, accordingly, the 

provisions for competitive bidding contained in Sections 31-7-1, et seq., Mississippi Code of 

1972, and all amendments thereto, did not apply to said purchase. 

 2.  The Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby ratify, confirm and approve the repair 

of the sprinkler system located at the Batesville Civic Cener by Fire Tech Systems, Inc. for the 

sum of $14,310.00. 

 3.  The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, do hereby 

approve and authorize the payment of the sum of $14,310.00 to Fire Tech Systems, Inc. in 

connection with the repair of the aforesaid sprinkler system located at the Batesville Civic 

Center.  

 RESOLVED, this the 5th day of March, 2024. 

  



    47 
 
 
 
 

MINUTE BOOK NO. G-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 MARCH 5, 2024 

 

 



48 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MINUTE BOOK NO. G-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 MARCH 5, 2024 

 

 



    49 
 
 
 
 

MINUTE BOOK NO. G-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 MARCH 5, 2024 

 

 



50 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MINUTE BOOK NO. G-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 MARCH 5, 2024 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF SPECIFCATIONS – WATER LINE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following specifications for a water line for 

the property located behind Wal-Mart be and it is hereby approved and further ordered that 

the City Clerk publish notice in “The Panolian”, a legal newspaper published at Batesville, 

Mississippi, for not less than two consecutive weeks that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 

will receive sealed bids for said water line. The Board reserves the right to reject any and all 

bids. 
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IN RE: GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION SYSTEM (GIS) 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the proposal from Precision Geospatial Solutions, 

LLC, in the amount not to exceed $5,000.00 annually, for the field data collection, database 

maintenance and training for the City of Batesville’s Geospatial Information System (GIS), 

be and it is hereby accepted. 
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IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED – EQUIPMENT 

 The City of Batesville received the following quotes for equipment for use in Public 

Works: 

  American Multi-Products (AMP)  $9,450.00 
  Wade Incorporated    $25,617.98 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote, it was ordered that the quote from American Multi-Products (AMP) in the 

amount of $9,450.00 be and it is hereby approved as the lowest and best quote for equipment 

for use in Public Works due to the equipment with American Multi-Products (AMP) is an 

“all in one” and the quote from Wade Incorporated is individual items. A copy of said quotes 

are on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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IN RE: ALLOW CLAIMS 

 On motion made by Alderman Harrison, second by Alderman Walton and 

unanimously carried upon a vote being taken there, it was ordered by the Mayor and Board 

of Aldermen of the City of Batesville, Mississippi that claims numbered 43143-43734 be 

and the same are hereby approved and allowed and shall be paid by Warrant drawn on the 

fund indicated. 

 
 
 
 
 
IN RE: PUBLIC HEARING - 3:00 P.M. 

PUBLIC HEARING – VARIANCE – JERRY BURKES 
 
 The Mayor opened the Public Hearing and Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill 

explained the purpose of the hearing being a request from Jerry Burkes, for a Variance to 

allow a three and one half (3 ½) foot side setback at his property for the construction of a 

new residential structure. Said property is owned by Joanne Autrey and located at 109 

College Street in the City of Batesville, Second Judicial District of Panola County, 

Mississippi, and is described as: 

Parcel # 3183J0000100 100001600 
 South Half of Lot 15 (29.5x92.5) 
 College BLK 10 
 Original Town of Batesville 
 
and  

 Notice of said hearing having been published in the manner and for the time required 

by law as evidenced by a copy of the Proof of Publication attached hereto: 

 Jerry Burkes was present and spoke in support of this request and no one was present 

in opposition of this request.  

 Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill reported that the Planning Commission 

recommended said variance request at their meeting held on January 29, 2024. 

 The Mayor declared the hearing closed.  
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IN RE: VARIANCE – JERRY BURKES 

 On motion of Alderman Harrison, second of Alderman Dugger and unanimously 

carried by a vote being taken, it was ordered that the request from Jerry Burkes for a variance 

to allow a three and one half (3 ½) foot side setback at his property for the construction of a 

new residential structure located at 109 College Street, be and it is hereby granted. 
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IN RE: PUBLIC HEARING - 3:00 P.M. 
PUBLIC HEARING – BYRON HOUSTON – CONDITIONAL USE 
PERMIT 

 
 The Mayor opened the Public Hearing and Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill 

explained the purpose of the hearing being a request from Mike Moore for a Conditional 

Use Permit to allow for Use #9.200 Sales with Installation of Motor Vehicle Parts and 

Accessories in a C-2, Commercial Zone. Said real property is owned by Cal Wilkins and is 

located at 335 House Carlson Drive lying and situated in the City of Batesville, Second 

Judicial District of Panola County, Mississippi, and is more particularly described as 

follows, to-wit: 

Beginning at a Set ½” Rebar on the East right of way line of House Carlson Drive 
that is 3417.02 feet North of and 3278.84 feet East of a Found 2” Iron Pipe marking 
the Southwest corner of said Section 15; then run along the East right of way line 
of House Carlson Drive North 06 degrees 03 minutes 02 seconds East 353.39 feet 
to a Set ½” Rebar; then leaving the East right of way line of House Carlson Drive 
run South 83 degrees 58 minutes 03 seconds East 325.52 feet to a Set ½” Rebar; 
then run South 06 degrees 02 minutes 30 seconds West 353.50 feet to a Set ½” 
Rebar; then run North 83 degrees 56 minutes 58 seconds West 325.57 feet to the 
Point of Beginning and containing 2.64 Acres, more or less. All bearings for this 
description are Grid Bearings referenced to U.S. State Plane (NAD 83(2011)), 
Mississippi West Zone by GPS. 
 

and  

 Notice of said hearing having been published in the manner and for the time required 

by law as evidenced by a copy of the Proof of Publication attached hereto: 

 Byron Houston, Will Reynolds and Lance Tennyson were present in support of this 

request and no one was present in opposition of this request.  

 Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill reported that the Planning Commission 

recommended said Conditional Use Permit request be granted at their meeting held on 

January 29, 2024. 

 The Mayor declared the hearing closed.   
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IN RE: CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REQUEST – BYRON HOUSTON 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the request from Byron Houston for a conditional 

use permit to allow for Use #9.200 Sales with Installation of Motor Vehicle Parts and 

Accessories in a C-2, Commercial Zone located at 335 House Carlson Drive, be and it is 

hereby approved.  
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IN OPEN SESSION 
 
 Alderman Harrison moved that the meeting be closed to determine whether or not 

the Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Thereafter, upon the 

affirmative votes of Aldermen Walton, Land, Dugger, Morrow and Harrison it was ordered 

that the meeting be closed in order to determine whether or not the Board should declare an 

executive session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN THE CLOSED MEETING 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the meeting is closed to determine whether or not the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Present in the closed 

meeting were: Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; City 

Attorney Colmon Mitchell; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; 

Assistant Chief of Police Barry Thompson and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 On motion made by Alderman Harrison, seconded by Alderman Morrow, and 

unanimously carried upon the affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Walton, Dugger, 

Morrow and Harrison it was ordered that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen go into 

executive session in order to discuss personnel matters involving salaries, potential 

litigation, real estate and leasing property. 
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IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will go into executive 

session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters involving salaries, potential 

litigation, real estate and leasing property and that the total vote on the motion to go into 

executive session was five (5) aldermen in favor and no aldermen opposed. Those present 

in the open meeting were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Land, Dugger, Morrow and 

Walton; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Kerry 

Pittman; Assistant Chief of Police George Williford and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah 

Weaver. 

 

 

 

 

IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen are in executive 

session. Those present in executive session were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Walton, 

Dugger, Morrow and Land; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; 

Chief of Police Dennis Darby; Assistant Chief of Police Barry Thompson and Assistant City 

Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 There came on for discussion the personnel matters involving salaries. (Fire Chief 

Tim Taylor, Civic Center Director Rodney Holley, Assistant Public Works Director Newt 

Benson, Parks and Recreation Director Heath Fullilove, and Chief Building Official Andy 

Berryhill were all present at different times for their discussion.)  

 There next came on for discussion the potential litigation. 

There next came on for discussion the real estate matter. 

There next came on for discussion the leasing property matter. 

The executive session was concluded and the Mayor and Board went into open 

meeting. 
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IN OPEN MEETING 

The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen are now in open 

meeting. Those present were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and 

Walton; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; Chief of Police Dennis 

Darby; Assistant Chief of Police Barry Thompson and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah 

Weaver. 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT – POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that  Tiffany Furr be offered full-time employment as 

a non-certified patrolman at a rate of pay of $20.06 per hour, contingent upon her accepting 

said offer and undergoing a drug and alcohol test,  a medical exam and a psychological 

evaluation and being free of drugs and cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that 

said offer of employment expires on March 18, 2024, at midnight if not accepted. 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF LONGEVITY – POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that certified officer William Burrow receive sixteen 

(16) years longevity increasing his rate of pay to $21.31 per hour, effective March 7, 2024. 
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IN RE: SALARY ADJUSTMENT – FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Parker Liddell and Calen Walker’s salary be 

increased from $13.55 per hour up to $14.33 per hour, effective March 7, 2024, due to them 

completing necessary basic training. 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE – CIVIC CENTER 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that advertisement be made relative to the facility 

manager for the Batesville Civic Center. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
IN RE: SALARY ADJUSTMENT – PARKS AND RECREATION 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that John Taylor’s salary be increased up to $14.00 per 

hour, effective March 7, 2024. 

 
 
 
 
 

IN RE: SALARY ADJUSTMENT – PARKS AND RECREATION 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Walter Butler’s salary be increased $1.50 per hour, 

effective March 7, 2024. 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT – CODE OFFICE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Dennis Barfield be offered full-time employment 

in the Code Office at a rate of pay of $24.04 per hour, contingent upon him accepting said 

offer and undergoing a drug and alcohol test and a medical exam and being free of drugs and 

cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires on 

March 18, 2024, at midnight if not accepted. 

 

 
 
  
IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT – CODE OFFICE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Huey McDaniel be offered full-time employment 

in the Code Office as a Code Enforcement Officer at a rate of pay of $24.04 per hour, 

contingent upon him accepting said offer and undergoing a drug and alcohol test and a 

medical exam and being free of drugs and cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that 

said offer of employment expires on March 18, 2024, at midnight if not accepted. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: TITLE CHANGE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Mackenzie Johnson be and she is hereby named 

Utility Supervisor and further ordered that she no longer be named Assistant Municipal 

Court Clerk, with no change in salary, effective immediately. 
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IN RE: TITLE CHANGE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Shonnah Weaver be and she is hereby appointed 

City Clerk, effective July 1, 2024, and further ordered that City Roper be appointed Assistant 

City Clerk with a salary increase up to $23.00 per hour and Gail Lance be appointed Senior 

Administrative Assistant with a salary increase up to $21.00 per hour, effective July 1, 2024. 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: POLICY FOR USE CITY OF BATESVILLE FACILITIES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken,  

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: SALARY INCREASE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Shonnah Weaver’s salary be and it is hereby 

increased up to $60,000.00 per year, effective July 1, 2024. 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  No action was taken on the potential litigation nor on the real estate matters 
  discussed. 
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OTHER MATTERS COMING BEFORE THE MAYOR AND BOARD FOR DISCUSSION 
 
1. Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill provided copies of the monthly inspections. 
 
2. Fire Chief Tim Taylor provided copies of the monthly reports. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned to reconvene at 

2:00 o’clock p.m., March 19 2024, at the City Hall at 103 College Street, Batesville, 

Mississippi. 

 In accordance with Section 25-41-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, a notice 

of said regular meeting has been posted in the City Hall and a copy of said notice follows 

these minutes. 

      ________________________________ 
      Mayor  

 

____________________________________ 
Clerk of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
Of the City of Batesville, Mississippi 
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NOTICE OF PLACE, DATE, HOUR AND SUBJECT MATTER 

OF AN ADJOURNED MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 The adjourned meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen, shall be held on the 

following subject matter at the following place, date, and hour, to-wit: 

 

 Place: City Hall, 103 College Street, Batesville, MS  38606   

           

 Date: March 19, 2024                   

  

 Hour:   2:00 p.m.          

 

 Subject Matter:   To transact any and all business that may be transacted at a meeting 

of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen. 

 The meeting may be conducted through teleconference or video means. Participation 

is available to the general public at said location. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


