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MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

FEBRUARY 20, 2024 

 REGULAR MEETING 

FEBRUARY 20, 2024 

 

 Be It Remembered that a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen of the City of Batesville was held on February 20, 2024, at 1:00 p.m., 

when and where were present the following, to-wit: 

 Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Stan Harrison, Dennis Land, Bill Dugger, 

Teddy Morrow and Bobby Walton. Also present were: City Attorney Colmon 

Mitchell; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; Assistant 

Chief of Police Barry Thompson; Greg Smith of Mendrop Engineering Resources; 

Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill; Public Works Director David Karr; Fire 

Chief Tim Taylor; Deputy Chief David Tarver; Civic Center Director Rodney 

Holley; Parks and Recreation Director Heath Fullilove; Assistant City Clerk 

Shonnah Weaver and Jeremy Weldon of The Panolian. 

 A quorum being present, the meeting was duly opened by the Mayor and, 

after the invocation given by Joe May, the following business was taken up. 

  

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and 

upon unanimous vote taken, the agenda of February 20, 2024, was approved with 

the removal of Item #1 under Public Works. 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. H-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

FEBRUARY 20, 2024 

CITY OF BATESVILLE  
BOARD MEETING 

FEBRUARY 20, 2024 
1:00 P.M.| CITY HALL 

AGENDA 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Hal Ferrell 
 
INVOCATION:  Joe May 
 
MAYOR’S WELCOME STATEMENT: “To all in attendance, pursuant to 
Order by the Board of Aldermen, adopted on March 1, 2022, in order to address the 
Mayor and Board of Aldermen, you must be on the agenda, and pursuant to Order 
adopted March 23, 2023, you must sign the sign-in sheet with a complete address.” 
 
 
APPROVE AGENDA 
 

 February 20, 2024 
 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETINGS 

 
 Regular Meeting – February 6, 2024 
 Adjourned Meeting – February 8, 2024 
 Adjourned Meeting – February 15, 2024  

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
1. Approval for Sergeant Greg Jones and Officer Matthew Brown to attend a 

Mississippi Law Enforcement Officer’s Association K-9 Seminar/Training and 
Certification in Tupelo, Mississippi on March 12-14, 2024 with expenses 
paid/reimbursed by the City. 

 
2. Approval for Parker Noblin and James Griffin to attend the MSFA field 

delivery NFPA 1041 I-II instructor course with the Clarksdale Fire Department 
hosting on March 11-22, 2024 with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. 

 
3. Approval for Timothy Colclasure, Andrew Moorhead and Noah White to 

attend the Basic Firefighter course 1001 I-II at the Mississippi Fire Academy 
on February 25-April 11, 2024 (7 weeks) with expenses paid/reimbursed by 
the City. 

 
 
PAY REQUEST AGENDA 
 
1. Approval to issue payment in the amount of $21,858.60 paid to Integrated 

Communications, Inc. for equipment for new patrol vehicles. Board approved 
June 6, 2023. 

 
2. Approval to issue payment in the amount of $22,295.85 paid to M&N 

Construction, LLC for Pay App #3 for the second phase of the Concourse. 
 
3. Approval to issue payment in the amount of $137,416.54 paid to W&T 

Contracting Corporation for Pay App #1 for the Sanitary Sewer Collection 
System Rehabilitation-Martin Luther King, Jr.  
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FEBRUARY 20, 2024 

4. Approval to issue payment in the amount of $8,000.00 paid to Panola County 
Humane Society for reimbursement pursuant to FY 2023 agreement approved 
October 18, 2022. 

 
 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES  
 
1. Approval to accept the resignation of Mike Ross, effective immediately. 

2. Approval to offer Zachary McCrite full-time employment as a certified 
firefighter/Driver Operator Shift C, at a rate of $15.95 per hour, plus past 
longevity, contingent upon him accepting said offer and undergoing a medical 
exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs and cleared for 
employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires at 
midnight March 4, 2024, if not accepted. 

 

 
VISITORS 
 
 
 
PERMANENT VISITORS 
 
 Panola Partnership  
 North Delta Planning and Development  
 Mendrop Engineering Resources – site analysis – property near Lowes 
 Panola County Board of Supervisors and department heads 
 State or Federal legislators representing any part of Panola County 
 Any person engaged in contractual business with the City of Batesville 
 The Panolian Jeremy Weldon or his proxy 

 
 
 
 
REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – ANDY BERRYHILL 
 
1. Building permits report for 2023 
2. Fee collected for 2023 clean-ups  
3. Withdraw Public Hearing request for Rezoning 
4. Potential executive session – personnel matter 
 
 
CHIEF OF POLICE – DENNIS DARBY 
 
 
CITY ATTORNEY – COLMON MITCHELL 
 
 
CITY CLERK – SUSAN BERRYHILL 
 
1. Approval for Downtown Square use for a wedding 
2. Approval to close out the Batesville Housing Authority bank account due to 

being dissolved 
3. Approval to establish a cash drawer in the amount of $150.00 for Marlie 

Lawrence 
4. Electric vehicle charging stations – Downtown Square 
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FEBRUARY 20, 2024 

FIRE CHIEF – TIM TAYLOR 
 
 
CIVIC CENTER DIRECTOR – RODNEY HOLLEY 
 
1. North Mississippi Rodeo/Fair/Festival (with visitors) 
 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR HEATH FULLILOVE 
 
 
ASSISTANT PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR – NEWT BENSON 
 
1. Quotes received – 3000 ft of 8” water pipe (all emailed)  
2. Potential executive session – personnel matter 
 
 
OTHER MATTERS BY MAYOR OR ALDERMAN: 
  
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and 

upon unanimous vote taken, the minutes of the February 6, 2024, regular meeting, 

and the minutes of the February 8. 2024, and February 15, 2024, adjourned 

meetings, were approved. 
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FEBRUARY 20, 2024 

IN RE: SIGNATURE SHEET FOR MEETING OF FEBRUARY 20, 2024 

                  

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on 

the consent agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

1. Approval for Sergeant Greg Jones and Officer Matthew Brown to attend a 
Mississippi Law Enforcement Officer’s Association K-9 Seminar/Training and 
Certification in Tupelo, Mississippi on March 12-14, 2024 with expenses 
paid/reimbursed by the City. 

 
2. Approval for Parker Noblin and James Griffin to attend the MSFA field 

delivery NFPA 1041 I-II instructor course with the Clarksdale Fire Department 
hosting on March 11-22, 2024 with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City. 

 
3. Approval for Timothy Colclasure, Andrew Moorhead and Noah White to 

attend the Basic Firefighter course 1001 I-II at the Mississippi Fire Academy 
on February 25-April 11, 2024 (7 weeks) with expenses paid/reimbursed by 
the City. 
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FEBRUARY 20, 2024 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF PAY REQUEST AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on 

the pay request agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

1. Approval to issue payment in the amount of $21,858.60 paid to Integrated 
Communications, Inc. for equipment for new patrol vehicles. Board approved 
June 6, 2023. 

 
2. Approval to issue payment in the amount of $22,295.85 paid to M&N 

Construction, LLC for Pay App #3 for the second phase of the Concourse. 
 
3. Approval to issue payment in the amount of $137,416.54 paid to W&T 

Contracting Corporation for Pay App #1 for the Sanitary Sewer Collection 
System Rehabilitation-Martin Luther King, Jr.  

 
4. Approval to issue payment in the amount of $8,000.00 paid to Panola County 

Humane Society for reimbursement pursuant to FY 2023 agreement approved 
October 18, 2022. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF HUMAN RESOURCES AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on 

the human resources agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

1. Approval to accept the resignation of Mike Ross, effective immediately. 

2. Approval to offer Zachary McCrite full-time employment as a certified 
firefighter/Driver Operator Shift C, at a rate of $15.95 per hour, plus past 
longevity, contingent upon him accepting said offer and undergoing a medical 
exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs and cleared for 
employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires at 
midnight March 4, 2024, if not accepted. 
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FEBRUARY 20, 2024 

IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED – ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING 
STATIONS 

 The City of Batesville received the following quotes for electric vehicle 

charging stations to be located on the Downtown Square: 

   Ellsworth  $19,694.20 (without installation) 
   Lilypad  $21,182.00 (with installation) 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from Lily Pad in the 

amount of $21,182.00 be and it is hereby approved and accepted as the lowest and 

best quote for the electric vehicle charging stations plus installation to be located on 

the Downtown Square. A copy of said quotes are on file in the Office of the City 

Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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FEBRUARY 20, 2024 

IN RE: SANITARY SEWER COLLECTION SYSTEM 
REHABILITATION REIMBURSEMENT REQUEST 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the Mayor be and he is hereby 

authorized to execute necessary documents relative to the reimbursement request in 

connection with the Sanitary Sewer Collection System Rehabilitation.   

 

 

IN RE: MCWI PROJECTS 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Mayor Ferrell be and he is hereby 

authorized to execute the necessary documents from Mississippi Department of 

Environmental Quality (MDEQ) relative to the MCWI projects. 

                  

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO WITHDRAW PUBLIC HEARING REQUEST 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the public hearing request for 

rezoning from William C. Haire, Jr. be and it is hereby withdrawn. 
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FEBRUARY 20, 2024 

IN RE: POLICE DEPARTMENT MATTERS 

 Upon recommendation of Chief of Police Dennis Darby and upon motion of 

Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon unanimous vote taken, 

it was ordered that the hiring freeze and the request for promotions be and it is 

hereby lifted, effective immediately. 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL FOR WEDDING – DOWNTOWN SQUARE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Justin Buring, Sr. be and he is 

hereby approved the use of the Downtown Square in order to have a wedding on 

February 29, 2024, between 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m., contingent upon Mr. Buring 

providing proof of liability insurance prior to event.  

 

 

IN RE: BATESVILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY BANK ACCOUNT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the Batesville Housing Authority 

bank account be and it is hereby dissolved and the remaining balance be transferred 

to the General Fund. 

   

 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO ESTABLISH CASH DRAWER – MARLIE  
  LAWRENCE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that a cash drawer be established in the 

amount of $150.00 for Marlie Lawrence. 
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FEBRUARY 20, 2024 

IN RE: RODEO/FAIR/FESTIVAL 

 There came on for discussion the matter of a rodeo/fair/festival to be held at 

the Batesville Civic Center June 27-30, 2024. Sheriff Shane Phelps along with 

representatives from the Deep South Rodeo were present and spoke requesting use 

of the parking lot and barn area at no cost. Civic Center Director Rodney Holley 

will solicit donations/sponsors for the music and fireworks show.  

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the above be and it is hereby 

approved. 

 

 

 

 

IN OPEN SESSION 

 Alderman Harrison moved that the meeting be closed to determine whether 

or not the Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. 

Thereafter, upon the affirmative votes of Aldermen Walton, Land, Dugger, Morrow 

and Harrison it was ordered that the meeting be closed in order to determine 

whether or not the Board should declare an executive session. 
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FEBRUARY 20, 2024 

IN THE CLOSED MEETING 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the meeting is closed to determine whether or 

not the Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Present 

in the closed meeting were: Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, 

Morrow and Walton; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; 

Chief of Police Dennis Darby; Assistant Chief of Police Barry Thompson; 

Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson; Parks and Recreation Director 

Heath Fullilove and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 On motion made by Alderman Harrison, seconded by Alderman Walton, 

and unanimously carried upon the affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Walton, 

Dugger, Morrow and Harrison it was ordered that the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen go into executive session in order to discuss the potential purchase of 

real property by the City and employment and job performance.  

 

 

 

IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will go into 

executive session for the purpose of discussing the potential purchase of real 

property by the City and employment and job performance and that the total vote 

on the motion to go into executive session was five (5) aldermen in favor and no 

aldermen opposed. Those present in the open meeting were Mayor Ferrell; 

Aldermen Harrison, Land, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; City Attorney Colmon 

Mitchell; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; Assistant 

Chief of Police Barry Thompson; Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson; 

Park and Recreation Director Heath Fullilove and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah 

Weaver. 
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FEBRUARY 20, 2024 

IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the Mayor and Board are in executive 

session. Those present in executive session were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen 

Harrison, Walton, Dugger, Morrow and Land; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell City 

Clerk Susan Berryhill; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; Assistant Chief of Police 

Barry Thompson; Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson; Parks and 

Recreation Director Heath Fullilove and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 There came on for discussion the potential purchase of real property by the 

City. (Greg Smith of Mendrop Engineering Resources was present during this part 

of discussion.) (City Clerk Susan Berryhill and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah 

Weaver left the meeting after this discussion.) 

 There next came on for discussion employment and job performance. 

 The executive session was concluded, and the Mayor and Board went into 

open meeting. 

 

 

 

IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board are now in open meeting. 

Those present were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and 

Walton; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; Assistant 

Chief of Police Barry Thompson; Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson 

and Parks and Recreation Director Heath Fullilove. 

 

 

IN RE: INTER-DEPARTMENTAL TRANSFER 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Briar Hodges be and he is hereby 

transferred from the Code Office to the Parks and Recreation Department with a  

salary of $17.00 per hour and six months probation, effective February 22, 2024 
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IN RE: PURGE FROM PAYROLL 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Domika Williams be and he is 

hereby purged from payroll. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: PROMOTION – STREET DEPARTMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Eddie Cole be and he is hereby 

promoted to Assistant Street Superintendent with a salary increase to $20.00 per 

hour, effective February 22, 2024. 

 

 

 

NOTE:     No action was taken on the matter of the potential purchase of real       
     property by the City. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

OTHER MATTERS COMING BEFORE THE MAYOR AND BOARD FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill provided copies of the building 
permits report for 2023 and fees collected for 2023 clean-ups.  
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FEBRUARY 20, 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned to 

reconvene at 2:00 o’clock p.m., Tuesday, March 5, 2024, at the City Hall at 103 

College Street, Batesville, Mississippi. 

 In accordance with Section 25-41-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, 

a notice of said regular meeting has been posted in the City Hall and a copy of said 

notice follows these minutes. 

 

           
    ________________________________ 

     Mayor 
 

 

____________________________________ 
Clerk of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
Of the City of Batesville, Mississippi 
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FEBRUARY 20, 2024 

NOTICE OF PLACE, DATE, HOUR AND SUBJECT MATTER 

OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 The regular meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of 

Batesville, Mississippi, shall be held on the following subject matter at the 

following place, date, and hour, to-wit: 

 Place: City Hall, 103 College Street, Batesville, MS 38606 

 Date: On the 5th day of March, 2024    

 Hour: 2:00 p.m.       

 Subject Matter:  To transact any and all business that may be transacted at 

the regular meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen on the first and third 

Tuesdays of each month.  

 The meeting may be conducted through teleconference or video means. 

Participation is available to the general public at said location. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


