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REGULAR MEETING 

AUGUST 1, 2023 

 

 Be It Remembered that a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville was held on the first Tuesday afternoon of August, being the 1st day 

of August 2023, at 2:00 p.m., when and where were present the following, to-wit: 

 Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Stan Harrison, Dennis Land, Bill Dugger, Bobby 

Walton and Teddy Morrow. Also present were: City Clerk Susan Berryhill; City Attorney 

Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; Assistant Chief of Police George Williford; 

Greg Smith of Mendrop Engineering Resources; Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill; 

Public Works Director David Karr; Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson; Fire 

Chief Tim Taylor; Fire Code Inspector James Snyder; Civic Center Director Rodney Holley; 

Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver and Jeremy Weldon of The Panolian. 

 A quorum being present, the meeting was duly opened by the Mayor and, after the 

invocation given by Dr. Roger Penn, the following business was taken up. 

 

  

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the agenda of August 1, 2023, was approved. 
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CITY OF BATESVILLE BOARD MEETING 
AUGUST 1, 2023 

2:00 P.M.| CITY HALL 

REVISED AGENDA 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Hal Ferrell 
 
2. INVOCATION:  Dr. Roger Penn 
 
3.  MAYOR’S WELCOME STATEMENT: “To all in attendance, pursuant to Order by the 

 Board of Aldermen, adopted on March 1, 2022, in order to address the Mayor and 
 Board of Aldermen, you must be on the agenda, and pursuant to Order adopted 
 March 23, 2023, you must sign the sign-in sheet with a complete address.” 

 
 
4. APPROVE AGENDA 
 
 a. August 1, 2023 
 
 
5. APPROVE MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETINGS 
 

 a. Regular Meeting – July 18, 2023 
 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 a. Approval for Patrol Officer Kasey Livingston to attend Deceptive Behaviors 
  and Hidden Compartments training in Oxford, Mississippi September 18,  
  2023, with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City.  
 b. Approval for any City Officials to attend the FAQ In Municipal Government 
  in Oxford, Mississippi September 28, 2023, with expenses paid/reimbursed 
  by the City. 
 c. Approval for Luther Moore to attend the Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator  
  course at the MS Fire Academy September 18-28, 2023, with expenses  
  paid/reimbursed by the City. 
 d. Approval for William Thompson, Matt Hubbard and Clifford Wiggins to  
  attend the NFPA 1033 Fire Investigator- I Class at Alabama Fire College in  
  Tuscaloosa, Alabama December 11-15, 2023, with expenses   
  paid/reimbursed by the City. Thompson and Hubbard were previously  
  approved on June 6, 2023, for different dates. 
 
 
7. PAY REQUEST AGENDA 
 
 a. Approval of payment in the amount $11,552.50 to be made to Mendrop  
  Engineering Resources for professional services rendered through July 22, 
  2023. 
 b. Approval of payment in the amount of $9,970.00 to be made to Mendrop 
  Engineering Resources for professional services. 
 c. Approval of payment in the amount of $163,088.40 to be made to Whitfield 
  Electric Co., Inc. for the Batesville Civic Center lighting project. (Board  
  approved April 18, 2023) 
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 d. Approval of payment in the amount of $1,375.00 to be made to Ava Sues  
  Flowers in connection with the Legends of the Gridiron Event. 
 e. Approval of payment in the amount of $634.50 to be made to Taylor Grocery 
  Special Events in connection with the Legends of the Gridiron Event. 
 f. Approval of payment in the amount of $2,485.85 to be made to Magnolia 
  Rental and Sales in connection with the Legends of the Gridiron Event. 
 g. Approval of payment in the amount of $164.95 to be made to Sports Of All 
  Sorts in connection with the Legends of the Gridiron Event. 
 h. Approval of payment in the amount of $600.00 to be made to Dexter  
  Chapman DL Chapman Photography in connection with the Legends of the 
  Gridiron Event. 
 i. Approval of payment in the amount of $1,237.50 to be made to Hal Ferrell 
  as reimbursement for his payment to Vancellis King Printing in connection 
  with the Legends of the Gridiron Event. 
 j. Approval of payment in the amount of $2,850.00 to be made to Hal Ferrell 
  as reimbursement for his payment to Eyes of the Beholder Photography in 
  connection with the Legends of the Gridiron Event. 
  
 
 

8. HUMAN RESOURCES  
 
 a. Approval to offer employment to a potential employee as a non-certified  
  fireman at a pay rate of $13.16 per hour, contingent upon him accepting  
  said offer and undergoing a medical exam, and a drug and alcohol test and 
  being free of drugs and cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that 
  said offer of employment expires on August 14, 2023, at midnight if not  
  accepted. 
 b. Approval to accept the resignation of fireman Gage Johnson, effective July 
  29, 2023, and further to seek reimbursement for basic training expenses  
  from the City of Tupelo Fire Department pursuant to MS Code 21-25-3. 
  c. Approval to offer employment to a potential employee as a non-certified  
  officer at a pay rate of $19.48 per hour, contingent upon him accepting said 
  offer and undergoing a psychological evaluation and a drug and alcohol test 
  and being free of drugs and cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and 
  that said offer of employment expires on August 14, 2023, at midnight if not 
  accepted. 
 d. Approval to offer employment to a potential employee in the water/sewer 
  department at a pay rate of $16.00 per hour, due to him having a CDL Class 
  A license, contingent upon him accepting said offer and undergoing a  
  medical exam, and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs and  
  cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of   
  employment expires on August 14, 2023, at midnight if not accepted. 
 e. Approval to offer employment to a potential employee as the Civic Center 
  RV park camp host/monitor and be allowed to park his RV free of charge in 
  return for his service. (Will receive 1099) 
 f. Approval for donation of leave for an employee. He has met the   
  requirements needed for this request. 
 g. Approval for pay increase of $1.00 per hour for the following employees  
  for successful completion of locate training, effective August 10, 2023: 
   
 
9. VISITORS 
 
 a. Terry Lois Carr 
 b. Betty Perry 
 c. Brian Sowers 
 d. Shalonda Ford  
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10. PERMANENT VISITORS 
 
 Panola Partnership  
 North Delta Planning and Development  
 Mendrop Engineering Resources  
 Panola County Board of Supervisors and department heads 
 State or Federal legislators representing any part of Panola County 
 Any person engaged in contractual business with the City of Batesville 
 The Panolian Jeremy Weldon or his proxy 

 
 
11. CLEANUP HEARINGS – 3:00 P.M. 
 
 a. 118 Dora Street 
 b. 202 Jefferies Street 
 c. Highway 6 East Lot 
 d. 115 Holly Cove 
 
 
 
REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
12. CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – ANDY BERRYHILL 
 
 a. Monthly inspection list 
 b. Monthly complaint list 
 c. Planning Commission Minutes July 24, 2023 
 d. Site plan review of city property for sale 
 e. Approval for the Mayor to sign lease with Southern Duplicating of      
  Clarksdale, Inc. for a new copier/scanner at a rate of $135.00 per   
  month plus $300.00 per year for service. 
 f. Set clean-up hearings as needed 
 
 
13. CHIEF OF POLICE – KERRY PITTMAN 
 
 
14. CITY ATTORNEY – COLMON MITCHELL 
 
 
15. CITY CLERK – SUSAN BERRYHILL 
 
  
16. FIRE CHIEF – TIM TAYLOR 
 
 a. Final discussion and adoption of and ordinance supplementing provisions  
  of the fire code and enforcement 
 b. monthly reports 
 
 
17. CIVIC CENTER DIRECTOR – RODNEY HOLLEY 
 
 a. Request from Dr. Fox to allow free advertisement on the Civic Center sign  
 b. Surplus property 
 c. Good Sam agreement 
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18. PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR – DAVID KARR 
  Water Department 
 a. Single source purchase – 8” water meter from Central Pipe - $6,715.65 
 b. Outside the city limits request for water and sewer service - $3,866.80 
  WWTP 
 c. Quotes received – Godwin pump (WWTP/Sewer Department) 
  Street Department 
 d. Specs for leaf loader  
   
 
19. ALLOW CLAIMS: 38706-39372 (includes The Co-Op)  
 
 
 
20. OTHER MATTERS BY MAYOR OR ALDERMAN: 
 
  
 
21. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 
 
22. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the minutes of the July 18, 2023, regular meeting, were approved. 
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IN RE: SIGNATURE SHEET FOR MEETING OF AUGUST 1, 2023 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the consent 

agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

a. Approval for Patrol Officer Kasey Livingston to attend Deceptive Behaviors  
 and Hidden Compartments training in Oxford, Mississippi September 18,   
 2023, with expenses paid/reimbursed by the City.  
b. Approval for any City Officials to attend the FAQ In Municipal Government  
 in Oxford, Mississippi September 28, 2023, with expenses paid/reimbursed  
 by the City. 
c. Approval for Luther Moore to attend the Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator   
 course at the MS Fire Academy September 18-28, 2023, with expenses   
 paid/reimbursed by the City. 
d. Approval for William Thompson, Matt Hubbard and Clifford Wiggins to   
 attend the NFPA 1033 Fire Investigator- I Class at Alabama Fire College in  
 Tuscaloosa, Alabama December 11-15, 2023, with expenses    
 paid/reimbursed by the City. Thompson and Hubbard were previously   
 approved on June 6, 2023, for different dates. 
 

 

 

 

 
IN RE: APPROVAL OF PAY REQUEST AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the pay request 

agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

a. Approval of payment in the amount $11,552.50 to be made to Mendrop   
 Engineering Resources for professional services rendered through July 22,  
 2023. 
b. Approval of payment in the amount of $9,970.00 to be made to Mendrop  
 Engineering Resources for professional services. 
c. Approval of payment in the amount of $163,088.40 to be made to Whitfield  
 Electric Co., Inc. for the Batesville Civic Center lighting project. (Board   
 approved April 18, 2023) 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF HUMAN RESOURCES AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the human 

resources agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

a. Approval to offer employment to Andrew Kyle Moorhead as a non-certified 
 fireman at a pay rate of $13.16 per hour, contingent upon him accepting said offer 
 and undergoing a medical exam, and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs 
 and cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment 
 expires on August 14, 2023, at midnight if not accepted. 
b. Approval to accept the resignation of fireman Gage Johnson, effective July 29, 
 2023, and further to seek reimbursement for basic training expenses from the City 
 of Tupelo Fire Department pursuant to MS Code 21-25-3. 
 c. Approval to offer employment to Christopher Gossett as a non-certified officer at a 
 pay rate of $19.48 per hour, contingent upon him accepting said offer and undergoing 
 a psychological evaluation and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs and 
 cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires 
 on August 14, 2023, at midnight if not accepted. 
d. Approval to offer employment to Jaterious Dean in the water/sewer department at a 
 pay rate of $16.00 per hour, due to him having a CDL Class A license, contingent 
 upon him accepting said offer and undergoing a medical exam, and a drug and 
 alcohol test and being free of drugs and cleared for employment pursuant thereto, 
 and that said offer of employment expires on August 14, 2023, at midnight if not 
 accepted. 
e. Approval to offer employment to Jarrod Corlew as the Civic Center RV park camp 
 host/monitor and be allowed to park his RV free of charge in return for his service. 
 (Will receive 1099) 
f. Approval for donation of leave for Harold Blanton. He has met the requirements 
 needed for this request. 
g. Approval for pay increase of $1.00 per hour for the following employees for 
 successful completion of locate training, effective August 10, 2023: 

 Levi Burns 
 Austin Towles 
 Hunter French 
 Kelvin Hardrick 
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IN RE: APPROVAL FOR MAYOR TO SIGN LEASE – CODE OFFICE  
  COPIER 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the Mayor be and he is hereby authorized to sign 

a forty-eight (48) month lease with Southern Duplicating of Clarksdale, Inc. for a 

copier/scanner for use in the Code Office at a rate of $135.00 per month plus a $300.00 per 

year service fee. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: 315 WILLOW STREET  

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that 315 Willow Street be and it is hereby declared to 

be a nuisance to the City of Batesville. 
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IN RE: ORDINANCE – INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE ENFORCEMENT 

 Upon recommendation of Fire Chief Tim Taylor and upon motion of Alderman 

Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon unanimous vote taken, the following 

Ordinance was adopted: 

  ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING PROVISIONS OF THE  
INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE IN EFFECT IN THE CITY 
OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI, AT THE TIME OF THE 
ENFORCEMENT OF THIS ORDINANCE 

 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Batesville, 

Mississippi, as follows: 

SECTION 1. 

 The following words and phrases have the following meanings in this Ordinance: 

(1)  “Person” means any individual, firm, legal entity, or an association of persons 

or firms or legal entities. 

(2) “Fire Code” means the edition of the International Fire Code in effect in the  

City of Batesville, Mississippi, at the time(s) this Ordinance is enforced from time to time. 

SECTION 2. 

 The following provisions supplement the provisions of the Fire Code.  To the 

extent that there are contradictions or inconsistencies between the provisions of the Fire 

Code, and the provisions of this Ordinance, the provisions of this Ordinance shall control 

(unless the provisions of the Fire Code provide for a greater amount of fines set out for the 

fines as set out herein or provide more stringent requirements, in which case the provisions 

of the Fire Code shall control).  

SECTION 3. 

Unless otherwise provided herein, any person violating any provisions of the Fire 

Code, and may be allowed up to thirty (30) days from the date of the notice of said 

violation to correct the violation.  If the violation is not corrected within the time allowed 

then written notification shall be given of the violation and an additional fourteen (14) days 

to correct the violation may be granted.  The time allowed for the correction of any 

violation set forth herein shall not apply to violations that create or present a clear and 

harmful threat to human life and human safety.  Violations that create or present a clear 

and harmful threat to human life and human safety shall be corrected immediately 
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otherwise the facility shall be closed until such violations are corrected as determined by 

an inspection by the Batesville Fire Department. 

SECTION 4. 

The fine for violating any provisions of the Fire Code regulating the following matters 

shall be as follows:  

Street Address Not Posted or Not Visible   $50.00 
 
Breach in Fire Wall/Fire Stops, per penetration   $50.00 
 
Fire/Exit Door Inoperative     $200.00 
 
Sprinkler/Standpipe/Alarm System Needs Testing  $150.00 
 
Sprinkler/Standpipe or Fire Alarm Inoperable   $200.00 
  
 Removal of or Tampering with Equipment   $500.00 
 
Sprinkler Heads Blocked/Covered    $500.00 
 
Portable Fire Extinguishers Not Inspected   $50.00 
 
Overcrowding       $500.00 
 
Disabled Fire Alarm/Fire Protection System   $500.00 
 
Maximum Occupancy Load Certification Not Visibly Posted $50.00 
 
Storage In or On Fire Escape     $500.00 
 
Blocked Stairwells or Stairways     $500.00 
 
Blocked Means of Egress     $500.00 
 
No Required Exit Directional Signs    $50.00 
 
Exit Illumination and Warning Inoperable   $50.00 
 
Locked Exit Door      $500.00 
 
Exit or Egress Door Needs Repair    $50.00 
 
Fire Exit or Aisle Blocked     $500.00 

 
Refusal to Sign Inspection Report    $50.00 

 
 Upon conviction of a person, or upon a person’s plea of nolo contendere, the fine 

shall be assessed by the Court in the amount set forth above and shall be immediately due 

and payable.  Each calendar day that a violation continues after notice of violation has been 

served shall be a separate offense. 
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SECTION 5. 

The fines for violating provisions of the Fire Code regulating the following matters, 

which are considered life and safety hazards, shall be as follows:   

(a) The fine for a first violation shall be as set out in Section 4. 

(b) Second and subsequent violations occurring within a period of twelve (12) 

months  

from the date of the first violation shall be One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) and/or 

imprisonment of up to six (6) months for each provision violated. 

 ( c ) Life and safety hazard provisions: 

Disabled Fire Alarm/Fire Protection System; Removal of or Tampering  
with Other Similar Critical Fire Protection Equipment 
 
Overcrowding 
 
Locked Exit Door 
 
Fire Exit or Aisle Blocked 
 
Fire/Exit Door Inoperative 
 
Blocked Means of Egress 

 
 Nothing in this Section shall in any way limit any remedy, punishment, or 

requirements which may be contained in the Fire Code or International Building Code in 

effect in the City of Batesville at the time of the enforcement of this Ordinance, nor shall it 

limit in any way prosecution or bringing of suit for the abatement of a nuisance under 

applicable state statute. Each calendar that that a violation continues after notice of 

violation has been served shall be a separate offense. 

SECTION 6. 

 Fees for inspection by the Batesville Fire Department for occupancies which 

require approval of the Batesville Fire Department for state licensing requirements shall be 

as follows: 

(a) For initial inspection of a premises there shall be no fee; 

(b) There shall be no fee for annual and semi-annual inspections of the premises. 

(c) There shall be no fee for the first re-inspection after violations are first noted. 

The fee for each re-inspection after said first re-inspection shall be $50.00 for 

each such re-inspection. 
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SECTION 7. 

 Except as provided in Section 2, the provisions of this Ordinance control over, and 

supersede, any provisions of other Ordinances and Codes that address the same matters 

addressed in this Ordinance; and otherwise, this Ordinance shall be supplemental to any 

other Ordinances and Code pertaining to fire prevention, protection, and safety. 

ADOPTED, ORDAINED AND APPROVED this 1st day of August, 2023. 
 
 

     _________________________________ 
     HAL FERRELL, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________________ 
SUSAN S. BERRYHILL, City Clerk 
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IN RE: SINGLE SOURCE PURCHASE – 8” WATER METER  

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the Water Department be and they are hereby 

authorized to purchase an 8” Badger water meter from Central Pipe Supply, Inc. in the 

amount of $6,715.65. Central Pipe Supply, Inc. is a single source manufacturer/distributor 

for Badger meters and this is the only product that works with the current reading and billing 

software used by the City of Batesville. A copy of the quote, single source letter and the 

certification for single source purchase is on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy 

follows:  
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IN RE: EXTENSION OF CITY UTILITIES OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS – 
JEREMIAH & LESLEE MOORE – 300 BETHLEHEM COVE 

 
 There came on for discussion the matter of a request for water and sewer services for 

Jeremiah & Leslee Moore, located at 300 Bethlehem Cove, outside the city limits of 

Batesville. 

 Upon recommendation of Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson and upon 

motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon unanimous vote 

taken, it was ordered that city water and sewer services be provided to Jeremiah & Leslee 

Moore’s property located at 300 Bethlehem Cove, contingent upon and subject to them 

paying $3,866.80 ($1,1389.00 water + $2,728.80 sewer=$3,866.80 total) for said service in 

advance of such extension. A copy of the total amount owed by Jeremiah & Leslee Moore, 

is as follows: 
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IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED – GODWIN PUMP 

 The City of Batesville received the following quotes for a Godwin pump for use in 

the Wastewater Treatment Plant and the Sewer Department: 

  Jack Tyler Engineering Incorporated  $38,464.00 
  Xylem      $35,948.00 

 Upon motion of Alderman Land and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from Xylem in the amount of $35,948.00 

be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best quote for a Godwin Pump for use in the 

Wastewater Treatment Plant and the Sewer Department. A copy of said quotes are on file in 

the Office of the City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO OBTAIN BIDS – LEAF LOADER 
 
 On motion of Alderman Harrison, second of Alderman Morrow and unanimously 

carried by a vote being taken, it was ordered that the specifications for the leaf loader be and 

they are hereby approved and further ordered that the City Clerk publish in The Panolian, a 

legal newspaper published at Batesville, Mississippi, notice for not less than two consecutive 

weeks that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will cause an electronic reverse auction to be 

conducted and will receive bids by electronic bid submission at City Hall at 103 College 

Street, Batesville, Mississippi. A copy of said specifications are on file in the Office of the 

City Clerk and a copy follows:  
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IN RE: GOOD SAM ADVERTISING RENEWAL 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the Mayor be and he is hereby authorized to sign 

the Good Sam document, a copy of which is set forth below provided that the standard 

contract addendum, a copy of which is below, shall be attached to and be a part of the 

document. A copy of the document and addendum are on file in the Office of the City Clerk. 
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STANDARD CONTRACT ADDENDUM 
 This Standard Contract Addendum is an integral part of any and all Contracts entered into 
by the City of Batesville, Mississippi [“City”], and, therefore, is hereby made a part of the Contract 
between the City and Good Sam [the “Contract”]. 
 
 Mississippi law provides that parties contracting with Mississippi governmental entities are 
deemed to have knowledge that they are political subdivisions of the state and to have knowledge 
of the laws by which they are governed and the limitations of powers and authority of the 
governmental entity.  As a Mississippi governmental entity, the City has only the powers and 
authority expressly granted to it by the Mississippi Constitution and the Mississippi Statutes 
together with those powers and authority necessarily implied from such grants of powers and 
authority.  Mississippi law further provides that a city shall not be bound by provisions of a 
contract which exceed a city’s powers and authority.  By way of example, but not by limitation, the 
City does not have the powers or authority to enter into or perform, and is thus not bound by, 
provisions providing for the City to:  arbitrate, waive right to a jury trial or any other right, hold 
another harmless, indemnify another, limit the liability of another party, agree to liquidated 
damages, waive or limit another’s damages, waive or limit the City’s right to damages, pay 
another’s attorney’s fees and expenses, agree to jurisdiction or venue in any other state besides the 
State of Mississippi.  This Contract is a Public Record and is subject to the Mississippi Public 
Records Act of 1983.  In executing the attached Contract, the City does not waive any rights it may 
have to object to, contest, or refuse to comply with any provision of the Contract that exceeds the 
powers and authority granted to the City by Mississippi law.  
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IN RE: APPROVAL FOR ADVERTISING – MOBILE EXAM UNIT  

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

RESOLUTION 
 
 Whereas, the Risk Underlying Rural Areas Longitudinal (RURAL) Study’s mobile 

exam unit will be parked at Panola Medical Center in order to address health needs of various 

people of the community; and 

 Whereas, advertising of the foregoing on the Civic Center sign will advertise and 

bring into favorable notice the opportunities, possibilities, and resources of the City of 

Batesville and will be helpful toward advancing the moral, financial, and other interest of 

the City of Batesville; and 

 Whereas, the City of Batesville is authorized under and by virtue of Sections 17-3-1 

and -3 of the Mississippi Code of 1972 to set aside, appropriate, and expend monies, not to 

exceed one (1) mill of its respective valuation assessment, for the purpose of advertising and 

bringing into favorable notice the opportunities, possibilities and resources of the City of 

Batesville, Mississippi; and 

 Whereas, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that the 

use of the Civic Center lighted sign for advertising the mobile exam unit would not exceed 

the one (1) mill of the respective valuation and assessment of the City of Batesville and that 

said use of the Civic Center lighted sign would be for the purpose of advertising and bringing 

into favorable notice the opportunities, possibilities and resources of the City of Batesville, 

Mississippi, and that such would be helpful toward advancing the moral, financial, 

healthcare and other interests of the City of Batesville, Mississippi; and 

 Whereas, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that such 

a use of the sign comes within the authority granted by the aforesaid sections of the 

Mississippi Code of 1972. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville, Mississippi, as follows: 

      1. 

 That the City of Batesville, Mississippi, shall allow the Risk Underlying Rural Areas 

Longitudinal (RURAL) Study’s mobile exam unit the use of the Civic Center’s lighted sign 

and also for the purpose of advertising and bringing into favorable notice the opportunities, 

possibilities and resources of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, and that the use of said 

lighted sign for said purpose will be helpful towards advancing the moral, financial, health 

care and other interests of the City of Batesville, Mississippi. 

 RESOLVED this the 1st day of August, 2023. 
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IN RE: SURPLUS PROPERTY – CIVIC CENTER 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon unanimous 

vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

R E S O L U T I O N 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the following equipment is obsolete and is not needed for 

municipal purposes and therefore, the equipment should be and is hereby declared to be 

surplus property and further ordered that said equipment, having no value shall be disposed 

of as junk, described as follows, to-wit:  

   
 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: LANDSCAPE ON THE DOWNTOWN SQUARE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Public Works Director David Karr be and he is 

hereby instructed to get a count on the dead bushes on the Downtown Square and possibly 

get them replaced. 

 

 

Alderman Harrison left the meeting 

 

IN RE: ALLOW CLAIMS 

 On motion made by Alderman Dugger, second by Alderman Land and unanimously 

carried upon a vote being taken there, it was ordered by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 

of the City of Batesville, Mississippi that claims numbered 38706-39372 (includes the Co-

Op) be and the same are hereby approved and allowed and shall be paid by Warrant drawn 

on the fund indicated. 

 

Alderman Harrison returned to the meeting 

 



246 
 

 

MINUTE BOOK NO. G-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 AUGUST 1, 2023 

IN RE: CLEANUP HEARING - 3:00 P.M. 
CLEANUP HEARING – C. G. BAKER INVESTMENTS, INC. (118 
DORA STREET) 

 
 Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill explained the purpose of the hearing to 

determine whether or not the hereinafter described parcel of real property, owned by C. G. 

Baker Investments, Inc. located at 118 Dora Street in the City of Batesville is in such a state 

of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health, safety and welfare of the community, 

to-wit: 

   

 No one was present in support of nor opposition of said clean up hearing. 

 The Mayor and Board heard and received evidence relating to the condition of said 

property and its affect upon the public health, safety and welfare of the community. 

 The hearing was concluded.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
IN RE: REPORT OF CLEANUP PROPERTY – C. G. BAKER 

INVESTMENTS, INC. (118 DORA STREET) 
 
 Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill advised the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 

that the property owned by C. G. Baker Investments, Inc. located at 118 Dora Street had 

been satisfactory cleaned and no further action is needed at this time on said matter.  
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IN RE: CLEANUP HEARING - 3:00 P.M. 
CLEANUP HEARING – C. G. BAKER INVESTMENTS, INC. (202 
JEFFERIES STREET) 

 
 Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill explained the purpose of the hearing to 

determine whether or not the hereinafter described parcel of real property, owned by C. G. 

Baker Investments, Inc. located at 202 Jefferies Street in the City of Batesville is in such a 

state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health, safety and welfare of the 

community, to-wit: 

   

 No one was present in support of nor opposition of said clean up hearing. 

 The Mayor and Board heard and received evidence relating to the condition of said 

property and its affect upon the public health, safety and welfare of the community. 

 The hearing was concluded.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
IN RE: REPORT OF CLEANUP PROPERTY – C. G. BAKER 

INVESTMENTS, INC. (202 JEFFERIES STREET) 
 
 Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill advised the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 

that the property owned by C. G. Baker Investments, Inc. located at 202 Jefferies Street had 

been satisfactory cleaned and no further action is needed at this time on said matter.  
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IN RE: CLEANUP HEARING - 3:00 P.M. 
CLEANUP HEARING – BELLAMARE DEVELOPMENT, LLC 
(HIGHWAY 6 EAST LOT) 

 
 Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill explained the purpose of the hearing to 

determine whether or not the hereinafter described parcel of real property, owned by 

Bellamare Development, LLC located at Highway 6 East (empty lot) in the City of Batesville 

is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health, safety and welfare 

of the community, to-wit: 

   

 No one was present in support of nor opposition of said clean up hearing. 

 The Mayor and Board heard and received evidence relating to the condition of said 

property and its affect upon the public health, safety and welfare of the community. 

 The hearing was concluded.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
IN RE: REPORT OF CLEANUP PROPERTY – BELLAMARE 

DEVELOPMENT, LLC (HIGHWAY 6 EAST LOT) 
 
 Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill advised the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 

that the property owned by Bellamare Development, LLC located at Highway 6 East (empty 

lot) had been satisfactory cleaned and no further action is needed at this time on said matter.  
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IN RE: CLEANUP HEARING - 3:00 P.M. 
CLEANUP HEARING – RYAN & TAMMY JONES (115 HOLLY 
COVE) 

 
 Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill explained the purpose of the hearing to 

determine whether or not the hereinafter described parcel of real property, owned by Ryan 

& Tammy Jones located at 115 Holly Cove in the City of Batesville is in such a state of 

uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health, safety and welfare of the community, 

to-wit: 

   

 No one was present in support of nor opposition of said clean up hearing. 

 The Mayor and Board heard and received evidence relating to the condition of said 

property and its affect upon the public health, safety and welfare of the community. 

 The hearing was concluded.   
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IN RE: ADJUDICATION OF PROPERTY OWNED BY RYAN & TAMMY 
JONES LOCATED ON 115 HOLLY COVE TO BE A MENACE TO 
THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE OF THE 
COMMUNITY AND TO BE IN NEED OF CLEANING 

 
 The Mayor and Board of Aldermen having received evidence to the condition of the 

hereinafter described real property at a public hearing held pursuant to Section 21-19-11 of 

the Mississippi Code of 1972, annotated, as amended, and having duly considered said 

evidence, and upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Land and upon unanimous 

vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

RESOLUTION 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen became aware that there were 

concern about the condition of the following described real property owned by Ryan & 

Tammy Jones lying and being situated in the City of Batesville, Second Judicial District of 

Panola County, Mississippi, to-wit: 

   
 
 WHEREAS, at a meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen, held on the 5th day 

of July 2023, a hearing was set for the 1st day of August, 2023, at 3:00 p.m., at City Hall to 

determine whether or not said property is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace 

to the public health, safety and welfare of the community; and 

 WHEREAS, notice of this hearing was given to the owner of the property in the 

manner and for the time required by law and the evidence thereof is on file in the Office of 

the Code Enforcement Officer of the City of Batesville, Mississippi; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen heard proof as to the condition of 

the said property and its affects upon the health, safety and welfare of the community. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved as follows: 

 That after hearing evidence as to the condition of said property, the Board of 

Aldermen is of the opinion, and does hereby find and adjudicate that the property in its 

present condition is a menace to the public health, safety and welfare of the community and 

if the owner does not clean the property then the City shall proceed to clean the property by 

use of municipal employees or contract labor  as is authorized by Section 21-19-11 of the 

Mississippi Code of 1972 as amended. 

 RESOLVED this the 1st day of August, 2023. 
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IN OPEN SESSION 

 Alderman Harrison moved that the meeting be closed to determine whether or not 

the Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Thereafter, upon the 

affirmative votes of Aldermen Walton, Land, Dugger, Morrow and Harrison it was ordered 

that the meeting be closed in order to determine whether or not the Board should declare an 

executive session. 

 

 

 

IN THE CLOSED MEETING 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the meeting is closed to determine whether or not the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Present in the closed 

meeting were: Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; 

City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; 

Assistant Chief of Police George Williford and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 On motion made by Alderman Dugger, seconded by Alderman Harrison, and 

unanimously carried upon the affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Walton, Dugger, 

Morrow and Harrison it was ordered that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen go into 

executive session in order to discuss the potential purchase of land and the consideration of 

the adoption of an appealable order. 
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IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will go into executive 

session for the purpose of discussing the potential purchase of land and the consideration of 

the adoption of an appealable order and that the total vote on the motion to go into executive 

session was five (5) aldermen in favor and no aldermen opposed. Those present in the open 

meeting were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Land, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; City 

Clerk Susan Berryhill; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; 

Assistant Chief of Police George Williford and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 

 

 

IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the Mayor and Board are in executive session. Those 

present in executive session were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Walton, Dugger, 

Morrow and Land; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of 

Police Kerry Pittman; Assistant Chief of Police George Williford and Assistant City Clerk 

Shonnah Weaver. 

 There came on for discussion the potential purchase/acquisition of land. 

 There next came on for discussion the consideration of the adoption of an appealable 

order. 

 The executive session was concluded and the Mayor and Board went into open 

meeting. 
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IN OPEN MEETING 

The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board are now in open meeting. Those 

present were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; City 

Attorney Colmon Mitchell; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; 

Assistant Chief of Police George Williford and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF PAYMENT OF ITEMS LISTED ON THE PAY  
  REQUEST AGENDA 
 
 There came on for discussion the matter of items listed on the pay request agenda 

that were not approved for payment earlier during open meeting.  

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that payment of items “d-h”, as listed on the pay 

request agenda, be and they are hereby approved for payment based on the intent for the 

Legends of the Gridiron Event budget and necessary for the event.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IN RE: APPROVAL OF PAYMENT OF ITEMS LISTED ON THE PAY  
  REQUEST AGENDA 
 
 There came on for discussion the matter of items listed on the pay request agenda 

that were not approved for payment earlier during open meeting. 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that, after payment of items “d-h” as listed on the pay 

request agenda, payment of items “i-j” as listed on the pay request agenda, be and they are 

hereby approved for payment, to the extent funds are available under the event budget, based 

on the intent for the Legends of the Gridiron Event budget and necessary for the event. 
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OTHER MATTERS COMING BEFORE THE MAYOR AND BOARD FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Terry Lois Carr appeared before the Mayor and Board of Aldermen to voice his 
concerns regarding park safety at Patton Lane Park. 

2. Betty Perry of 106 Dabney Street appeared before the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
to voice her concerns regarding residential burning. Fire Chief Tim Taylor will look 
into this concern.  

3. Brian Sowers and Paul Alpers appeared before the Mayor and Board of Aldermen to 
discuss the National Crappie League outdoor expo and the possibility of coming to 
Batesville in 2025. 

4. Shalonda Ford appeared before the Mayor and Board of Aldermen to voice her 
concerns regarding the Legends of the Gridiron event. 

5. Darrell Dixon discussed the MDEQ grant regarding the electric charging stations. 

6. Jeremy Weldon invited the Mayor and Board of Aldermen to the ribbon cutting for 
The Panolian on Thursday, August 10, 2023, from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 

7. Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill provided copies of the monthly inspection 
list, the monthly complaint list, and the Planning Commission Minutes of July 24, 
2023, to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen. 

8. Fire Chief Tim Taylor provided copies of the monthly reports to the Mayor and 
Board of Aldermen. 
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Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned to reconvene at 

9:00 o’clock a.m., Wednesday, August 2, 2023, at the Panola Partnership at 150-A Public 

Square, Batesville, Mississippi. 

 In accordance with Section 25-41-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, a notice 

of said regular meeting has been posted in the City Hall and a copy of said notice follows 

these minutes. 

 

 

      ________________________________ 
      Mayor 

 

____________________________________ 
Clerk of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
Of the City of Batesville, Mississippi 
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NOTICE OF PLACE, DATE, HOUR AND SUBJECT MATTER 

OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 The regular meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Batesville, 

Mississippi, shall be held on the following subject matter at the following place, date, and 

hour, to-wit: 

 Place: Panola Partnership, 150-A Public Square, Batesville, MS 38606  

 Date: On the 2nd day of August, 2023      

 Hour: 9:00 a.m.         

 Subject Matter:  To transact any and all business that may be transacted at the regular 

meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.  

 The meeting may be conducted through teleconference or video means. Participation 

is available to the general public at said location. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


