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MINUTE BOOK NO. G-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

JULY 18, 2023 

REGULAR MEETING 

JULY 18, 2023 

 

 Be It Remembered that a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen of the City of Batesville was held on the third Tuesday afternoon of July, 

being the 18th day of July 2023, at 2:00 p.m., when and where were present the 

following, to-wit: 

 Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Stan Harrison, Dennis Land, Bill Dugger, 

Teddy Morrow and Bobby Walton. Also present were: City Attorney Colmon 

Mitchell; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; Assistant Chief 

of Police George Williford; Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill; Public Works 

Director David Karr; Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson; Fire Chief Tim 

Taylor; Deputy Chief David Tarver and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 A quorum being present, the meeting was duly opened by the Mayor and, 

after the invocation given by Richard Russo, the following business was taken up. 

  

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and 

upon unanimous vote taken, the agenda of July 18, 2023, was approved, with the 

addition of setting a public hearing in the Code Office. 
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JULY 18, 2023 

CITY OF BATESVILLE BOARD MEETING 
JULY 18, 2023 

2:00 P.M.| CITY HALL 

AGENDA 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Hal Ferrell 
 
2. INVOCATION:  Richard Russo 
 
3.  MAYOR’S WELCOME STATEMENT: “To all in attendance, pursuant to 

 Order by the Board of Aldermen, adopted on March 1, 2022, in order to 
 address the Mayor and Board of Aldermen, you must be on the agenda, 
 and pursuant to Order adopted March 23, 2023, you must sign the sign-in 
 sheet with a complete address.” 

 
 
4. APPROVE AGENDA 
 
 a. July 18, 2023 
 
 
5. APPROVE MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETINGS 
 

 a. Regular Meeting – July 5, 2023 
 b. Adjourned Meeting – July 17, 2023 

 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 a. Approval to allow Trent Griffin to attend Rope I at the Mississippi  
  Fire Academy August  6-10, 2023, in place of Michael T. McGraw  
  previously approved. Reimburse travel expenses if necessary. 
 b. Approval for Batesville Fire Department to host MS Fire Academy  
  Field Delivery NFPA 1002 Driver Operator Training course July 24 
  -August 4, 2023. Cost to host the class - $1,964.00. 
 
  
7. PAY REQUEST AGENDA 
 
 a. Approval of payment in the amount of $138,500.00 to be made to 
  Stribling Equipment, LLC for the purchase of one (1) backhoe for use 
  in the Water Department. 
 b. Approval of payment in the amount of $3,317.96 to be made to  
  Susan Berryhill as reimbursement for tables and chairs for the Public 
  Works Shop. 
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JULY 18, 2023 

8. HUMAN RESOURCES  
  

 a. Approval to accept the resignation of Roy Hyde from the Batesville 
  Civic Center, effective October 31, 2023. 
 b. Approval to offer employment to the following five potential  
  employees as non-certified firemen at a pay rate of $13.16 per  
  hour, contingent upon them accepting said offer and undergoing a 
  medical exam, and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs 
  and cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer  
  of employment expires on July 31, 2023, at midnight if not   
  accepted: 

 Landon Brown 
 Micah Morrow 
 Genesis Gonzalez 
 Timothy Kyle Cloclasure 
 Thomas Jones-King 

 
 
9. VISITORS 
 
 a. Twanda Robinson Butts 
 b. First Regional Library 
 c. Brian Lee 
 d. Finch Henry Job Corps Management 
 e. Jeremy Richey 
 
 
 
10. PUBLIC HEARINGS – 3:00 P.M. 
 
 a. Annie Johnson/Petro Leland – rezoning request for 237 MLK, Jr.  
  Drive from R-7, Residential to M-1, Manufactured Housing 
 
 
11. CLEAN UP HEARINGS – 3:00 P.M. 
 
 a. Teta & Sheila Wooten – 201 Fisher Street 
 
 
  
12. PERMANENT VISITORS 
 

 Panola Partnership  
 North Delta Planning and Development  
 Mendrop Engineering Resources  
 Panola County Board of Supervisors and department heads 
 State or Federal legislators representing any part of Panola County 
 Any person engaged in contractual business with the City of Batesville 
 The Panolian Jeremy Weldon or his proxy 
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JULY 18, 2023 

REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
13. CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – ANDY BERRYHILL 
 
 a. Mayor and Board of Aldermen Use Permit – Charlotte Weniger –  
  massage therapy 
 b. Re-appointment of Dave Billingsley (Ward IV) to the Planning  
  Commission for a 5-year term and appoint Jeff Swindoll (Ward III)  
  to the Licensing Commission for a 6-year term. 
 c. Ordinance for authority to clean property by expedited procedures 
  in accordance with 21-19-11 
 
 
14. CHIEF OF POLICE – KERRY PITTMAN 
 
 a. Monthly report 
 
 
15. CITY ATTORNEY – COLMON MITCHELL 
 
 
16. CITY CLERK – SUSAN BERRYHILL 
 
 a. Civic Center RV Park 
 b. Discuss quotes for camera/clean sewer lines on Martin Luther King, 
  Jr. Drive 
 c. FEMA applicant designation 
 d. Quotes received – financing equipment 
 e. Declare surplus property 
  printer – HP Laser Jet 600 (CNDCGDG1KW) 
  couch (1) 
  chairs (6) 
 f. Transfer funds from tourism to the multi-purpose fund -   
  $750,000.00 
 g. Transfer funds from water to the general fund - $1,000,000.00 
 h. Landscape specifications 
 i. Approval to adopt uniform assessment schedule 
 
 
17. FIRE CHIEF – TIM TAYLOR 
 
 a. Discuss ordinance supplementing provisions of the fire code and  
  enforcement 
 
 
18. CIVIC CENTER/EVENT DIRECTOR – RODNEY HOLLEY 
 
 a. Potential executive session matter 
 
 
 
19. PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR – DAVID KARR 
 
 a. Approval to accept reverse auction bid – gas radio endpoints  
 b. Permit application – C Spire 
 c. Quotes received – Ford 350 (Water and Sewer Department) –  
  previously approved November 1, 2022 
 d. Approval for the Mayor to sign the updated letter regarding the  
  Martin Luther King, Jr. sidewalks.  
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JULY 18, 2023 

20. OTHER MATTERS BY MAYOR OR ALDERMAN: 
  
 a. Alderman Harrison 
  - move to rescind Resolution adopted on July 5, 2023, setting 
   the budget for the Legends of the Gridiron at $11,932.91 
  - move to amend the Resolution adopted on June 6, 2023,  
   setting the budget for the Legends of the Gridiron by  
   replacing the sum of $5,000.00 with the sum of $7,585.11 
 
 
21. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IN RE: APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and 

upon unanimous vote taken, the minutes of the July 5, 2023, regular meeting and the 

minutes of the July 17, 2023, adjourned meeting, were approved. 
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IN RE: SIGNATURE SHEET FOR MEETING OF JULY 18, 2023 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the 

consent agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

a. Approval to allow Trent Griffin to attend Rope I at the Mississippi Fire 
 Academy August 6-10, 2023, in place of Michael T. McGraw previously 
 approved. Reimburse travel expenses if necessary. 
b. Approval for Batesville Fire Department to host MS Fire Academy Field 
 Delivery NFPA 1002 Driver Operator Training course July 24-August 4, 
 2023. Cost to host the class - $1,964.00. 

 
 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF PAY REQUEST AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the pay  

request agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

a. Approval of payment in the amount of $138,500.00 to be made to Stribling 
 Equipment, LLC for the purchase of one (1) backhoe for use in the Water 
 Department. 
b. Approval of payment in the amount of $3,317.96 to be made to Susan 
 Berryhill as reimbursement for tables and chairs for the Public Works Shop. 
 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF HUMAN RESOURCES AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Harrison and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on 

the human resources agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

a. Approval to accept the resignation of Roy Hyde from the Batesville Civic 
 Center, effective October 31, 2023. 
b. Approval to offer employment to the following as non-certified firemen at a 
 pay rate of $13.16 per hour, contingent upon them accepting said offer and 
 undergoing a medical  exam, and a drug and alcohol test and being free of 
 drugs and cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of 
 employment expires on July 31, 2023, at midnight if not accepted: 

 Landon Brown 
 Micah Morrow 
 Genesis Gonzalez 
 Timothy Kyle Cloclasure 
 Thomas Jones-King 
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JULY 18, 2023 

IN RE: FINCH HENRY JOB CORPS 

 DeAunta Harris of Finch Henry Job Corps appeared before the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen requesting the use of the Batesville Civic Center, at a discounted 

rate, for their graduation to be held Friday, August 18, 2023, 2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 

 Upon unanimous consent, it was ordered that the above request be and it is 

hereby taken under advisement. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: PRAYER ON THE SQUARE 

 Jeremy Richey, youth minister for First Baptist Church, came before the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen requesting the use of the parking lot in front of Panola 

Partnership for a prayer rally on July 30, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. 

 Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Morrow and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the above request be and it is hereby 

approved with said event coordinated with the Batesville Police Department and the 

Street Department. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: MAINSTREET EVENTS 

 Mamie Avery of Mainstreet appeared before the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen to inform them of the following Mainstreet events planned for the rest of 

the year: 

 Fall Concert Series – September 21, October 5 & October 19, 2023 
 Scare on the Square – October 28, 2023 
 Art Mart – October 14, 2023 
 Veteran’s Day – November 10, 2023 
 Holiday Open House – November 19, 2023 
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JULY 18, 2023 

IN RE: MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN USE PERMIT –  
  CHARLOTTE WENIGER – MASSAGE THERAPY 

 Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill presented a Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen Use Permit made by Charlotte Weniger, that was recommended by the 

Planning Commission, for use #3.110 – services not related to goods or merchandise 

(massage therapy) located at 150 Public Square. Hours of operation will be Monday-

Friday 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. or as needed.  

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the above request be and it is hereby 

approved. 

  

 

 

 

 

IN RE: RE-APPOINTMENT TO PLANNING COMMISSION 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Dave Billingsley - Ward IV, be and 

he is hereby re-appointed to serve on the Planning Commission for a five (5) year 

term, expiring July 2028. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPOINTMENT TO LICENSING COMMISSION 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Jeff Swindoll - Ward III, be and he 

is hereby appointed to serve on the Licensing Commission for a six (6) year term, 

expiring July 2029. 
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JULY 18, 2023 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO ADOPT ORDINANCE – PROPERTY  
  CLEANUP 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Ordinance was adopted: 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING, AUTHORIZING, AND 
IMPLEMENTING THE AUTHORITY AND 
PROCEDURE FOR CLEANING CERTAIN PROPERTY 
IN THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI, SET 
OUT IN SECTION 21-19-11(2) OF THE MISSISSIPPI 
CODE OF 1972 AS NOW ENACTED AND AS 
HEREAFTER AMENDED AND SUPPLEMENTED 
FROM TIME TO TIME 
 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of 

Batesville, Mississippi, as follows: 

1. The word “tract” in this ordinance shall mean property or a parcel of land 

that is located in the City of Batesville (“City”) and that is one (1) acre or less in 

size for which the cost to clean the said property or parcel of land does not exceed 

Two Hundred Fifty ($250.00), excluding administrative costs. 

2. The word “Official” in this ordinance shall mean Andy Berryhill, the Chief 

Building Official. The Official shall be and is hereby authorized to determine 

whether the tract is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public 

health, safety, and welfare of the community. If the Official determines that the 

tract is in such state of uncleanliness the determination shall be set forth and 

recorded in the minutes of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City. 

Thereafter the Mayor and Board of Aldermen shall, and the Official is hereby 

authorized and directed to, take all actions and do all things allowed, authorized, 

and required by Section 21-19-11(2) of the Mississippi Code of 1972 as now 

enacted and as hereafter amended and supplemented from time to time (the 

“Code”) pertaining to or related in any way to the tract. 

3. The current period of excessive rain and heat is resulting in the excessive 

growth of grass and weeds in the City and such growth requires the immediate 

efforts to mitigate such growth. This ordinance addresses that problem and is for 

the preservation and the promotion of the public peace, health, and safety and upon 

the unanimous affirmative vote for this ordinance by all members of the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen this ordinance shall be effective from and after its passage as 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. G-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

JULY 18, 2023 

allowed by Section 21-13-11 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as now enacted and 

as hereafter amended and supplemented from time to time. 

ORDAINED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED on this the 18th day of July, 
2023. 
 
 
           
      ______________________________ 
      HAL FERRELL, Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________ 
SUSAN S. BERRYHILL, City Clerk 
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MINUTE BOOK NO. G-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

JULY 18, 2023 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO SET PUBLIC HEARING – REZONING –  
  JULIE WHITAKER LANG 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and 

upon unanimous vote taken, the following Order was adopted: 

ORDER SETTING TIME, DATE, AND PLACE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON AMENDMENTS TO THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING PLAN OF THE 

CITY OF  BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI AND AUTHORIZING  
THE CITY CLERK TO PUBLISH NOTICE OF SAID HEARING 

 
 WHEREAS, There has been submitted by Julie Whitaker Lang to the Board 

of Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, certain changes to the 

Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance adopted by the City of Batesville on April 21, 

1992 and amended by ordinance adopted on September 7, 2010. 

 WHEREAS, The said Julie Whitaker Lang requests that the following  

described property presently zoned AG, Agricultural be rezoned to C-2, Commercial 

District.  Said property lying and being situated in the City of Batesville, Second 

Judicial District of Panola County, Mississippi and more particularly described as 

follows, to-wit: 

That fractional part of the Southwest Quarter of Section 3, 
Township 9 South, Range 7 West, more particularly described as: 
Beginning at a Set ½’’ Rebar on the East right of way line of Keating Road 
(40’ from centerline) that is 2639.28 feet West of and 946.26 feet North of a 
Found ½ “ Rebar marking the Southeast corner of the Southwest Quarter of 
said Section 3; then run along the East right of way line of Keating Road 
North 01 degrees 12 minutes 39 seconds East 348.53 feet to a Set ½” Rebar; 
then leaving the East right of way line of Keating Road run North 89 
degrees 59 minutes 23 seconds East 633.50 feet to a Set ½” Rebar; then run 
North 89 degrees 05 minutes 32 seconds East 33.60 feet to a point in the 
center of a creek (the corner in the creek is South 89 degrees 05 minutes 32 
seconds West 16.12 feet from a Found ½” Rebar marking the Northwest 
corner of Lot 10 of Womack Cove of Lakewood Villages Subdivision); then 
run along the creek South 08 degrees 12 minutes 53 seconds East 306.80 
feet to a point in the center of the creek; then leaving the center of the creek 
run South 86 degrees 22 minutes 49 seconds West (passing over a Set ½” 
Rebar Witness corner 8.89 feet from the corner in the creek) 719.73 feet to 
the Point of Beginning and containing 5.19 Acres, more or less. All 
bearings for this description are Grid Bearings referenced to U.S. State 
Plane (NAD 83), Mississippi West Zone by GPS. 
 

and  

WHEREAS, said request will be reviewed by the Planning Commission of 

the City of Batesville at their meeting on July 24, 2023, and  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED that on the 15th day of August 2023, 

at 3:00 o’clock P.M. in the City Hall of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, the Mayor 

and Board of Aldermen will hold a public hearing on said application and the Clerk 

of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, is hereby ordered and authorized to place a 

notice of said public hearing for publication in “The Panolian”, a newspaper having 

a general circulation in the City of Batesville, Mississippi. 
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JULY 18, 2023 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO AMEND ORDER OF MINUTES – QUOTES 
  RECEIVED – SEWER LINES 
 
 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the Minutes of March 21, 2023, recorded 

in Minute Book F-3 at Page 528 be and they are hereby amended as follows: 

 The City of Batesville received the following quotes electronically to camera 

and clean the sewer lines on Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive: 

Paul Smithey Construction Company, Inc.   $4.30/foot (camera)  
        $4.30/foot (clean) 

M&M Underground Video Inspection Service, LLC  $4.00/foot (camera) 
        $4.00/foot (clean) 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from M&M Underground 

Video Inspection Service, LLC in the amount of $8.00/foot be and it is hereby 

accepted as the lowest and best quote to camera and clean the sewer lines on Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Drive. A copy of said quotes are on file in the Office of the City 

Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED – EQUIPMENT FINANCING 

 The City of Batesville received the following quotes for financing the 

following equipment: 

 

 First Security Bank  5.97% (4 annual payments of $145,993.75) 

 Cadence Equipment Finance 5.59% (4 annual payments of $145,187.75) 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from Cadence Equipment 

Finance in the amount of 5.59% be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best 

quote for financing equipment, contingent upon the appropriate contract documents 

being signed by both parties. A copy of said quotes are on file in the Office of the 

City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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JULY 18, 2023 

IN RE: FEMA APPLICANT AGENT DESIGNATION 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that City Clerk Susan Berryhill be and 

she is hereby designated as the applicant agent for the FEMA 4697 Disaster. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: SURPLUS PROPERTY – SUPERVISION & FINANCE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

R E S O L U T I O N 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the following equipment is obsolete and is not 

needed for municipal purposes and therefore, the equipment should be and is hereby 

declared to be surplus property and further ordered that said equipment, having no 

value shall be disposed of as junk, described as follows, to-wit:  

  HP Laser Jet 600 printer (CNDCGDG1KW) 
  One couch 
  Six chairs 
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JULY 18, 2023 

IN RE: TRANSFER OF FUNDS - TOURISM TO MULTI PURPOSE 
BUILDING 

 
 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and 

upon unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

RESOLUTION 

 WHEREAS, the City of Batesville, Mississippi, is authorized under Chapter 

824, Local and Private Laws of 1992, as amended by Chapter 912, Local and Private 

Laws of 1997, as amended by House Bill Number 1587 of the 2016 Mississippi 

Legislative Session, to collect certain revenue and expend same for the purpose of 

establishing, promoting, and developing tourism, economic development and 

industry and related matters within the city and the surrounding areas; and 

 WHEREAS, the Batesville Civic Center is owned and operated by the City 

to help establish, promote, and develop tourism, economic development and industry 

and related matters within the City and surrounding areas. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

1. 

 That the Mayor and Board of Aldermen does hereby find and determine that 

the Batesville Civic Center is owned and operated by the City in a manner that helps 

to establish, promote, and develop tourism, economic development, and industry and 

related matters within the city and the surrounding area. 

2. 

 That the Mayor and Board of Aldermen does hereby find and determine that 

the Batesville Civic Center attracts visitors and tourists to the City and will help to 

promote and enhance the tourism, industry, and economic development of the city 

and the surrounding area. 

3. 

 That the city shall set aside, appropriate, expend and transfer from the 

revenues received pursuant to said Chapter 824 and said amendments, a sum not to 

exceed $750,000.00 to the fund for the Batesville Civic Center known as the Multi 

Purpose Building Fund for use in the operation and maintenance of the Batesville 

Civic Center. 

 RESOLVED this the 18th day of July, 2023. 
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JULY 18, 2023 

IN RE: TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM WATER AND SEWER 
OPERATING FUND TO GENERAL FUND 

 
 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

RESOLUTION 

 WHEREAS, the revenues of the City’s Water and Sewer Operating Fund 

have been set aside in accordance with Section 21-27-57 of the Mississippi Code of 

1972, and after so doing there is surplus revenue remaining, and 

 WHEREAS, the revenue of the City’s Water and Sewer Operating Fund 

derived from sources other than the issuance of bonds has been applied in accordance 

with Section 21-27-61 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, and 

 WHEREAS, there remains a surplus of revenue of the City’s Water and 

Sewer Operating Fund that may be transferred to the City’s General Fund as 

authorized by the aforesaid sections of the Mississippi Code which would be in the 

best interest of the City. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the sum of 1,000,000.00 of 

said surplus revenue be transferred from the City’s Water and Sewer Operating fund 

to the City’s General Fund and used for the best interests of the City as allowed by 

law. 

 RESOLVED this the 18th day of July, 2023. 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO ADOPT THE UNIFORM ASSESSMENT 
SCHEDULE 2023-2024 

 
 There came on for further consideration by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 

of the City of Batesville, the matter of the Uniform Assessment Schedule for the year 

2023-2024. 

 And it appearing to the Board, and the Board finding that there has been no 

objection, or complaint filed, to the adoption of said Schedule, said matter having 

been in every respect, handled and conducted as provided in Section 27-51-21 of the 

Mississippi Code. 

 Upon motion of Alderman Land and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution is hereby adopted: 

 RESOLVED that the Uniform Assessment Schedule for the year 2023-2024 

as prepared by the Department of Revenue be and the same is hereby adopted as the 

Uniform Assessment Schedule for the City of Batesville for the year 2023-2024 and 

that a copy of this order be forwarded to the Tax Collector of Panola County, 

Mississippi, for his use in collecting taxes for the City of Batesville for the year 2023-

2024, in accordance with previous orders of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen. 

 This the 18th day of July, 2023. 
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IN RE: ORDINANCE – FIRE CODE AND ENFORCEMENT 

 Fire Chief Tim Taylor and Fire Code Inspector James Snyder discussed with 

the Mayor and Board of Aldermen the ordinance supplementing provisions of the 

fire code and enforcement. 

 Upon unanimous consent, it was ordered that the above matter be and it is 

hereby taken under advisement. 
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IN RE: BIDS RECEIVED THROUGH REVERSE AUCTION – GAS 
RADIO ENDPOINTS 

 
 This day the Mayor and Board of Aldermen received bids through reverse 

auction for the purchase of gas radio endpoints, pursuant to advertisement made in 

the manner and for the time provided by law as evidenced by a copy of the Proof of 

Publication attached hereto directed by order of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 

adopted on the 16th day of May 2023, of record in Minute Book G-3 at page(s) 38 of 

said Board. Public Works Director David Karr having read said bids, found that the 

following bids were received: 

   United Systems $90.90/each    
 
 Having heard all bids received, upon motion of Alderman Harrison and 

second of Alderman Walton and upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the 

reverse auction bid from United Systems in the amount of $90.90/each, for the 

purchase of gas radio endpoints, be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best 

bid.  
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF PERMIT APPLICATION – C-SPIRE 

 Upon recommendation of Public Works Director David Karr and on motion 

made by Alderman Morrow, second by Alderman Harrison and unanimously carried 

upon a vote being taken there, it was ordered that the permit application from C-Spire 

for the construction or adjustment of a utility within City road right-of-way, at the 

District Attorney’s office on Highway 6, be and it is hereby approved, subject to the 

City’s right to exercise complete control of said right-of-way and streets including, 

but not limited to, the City’s right to repair, maintain, widen, extend and abandon or 

close such streets and right-of-way and on the condition that C-Spire shall be 

responsible for and shall pay the costs and expenses of any relocation of this utility 

made necessary by the City’s exercise of any such rights. 
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IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED – FORD F-350 TRUCK 

 The City of Batesville received the following quotes for a Ford F-350 truck 

for use in the Water and Sewer Department: 

  Landers South    $57,576.90 
  Cannon Motors of Mississippi $62,450.00 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from Landers South in the 

amount of $57,576.90 be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best quote for a 

Ford F-350 truck for use in the Water and Sewer Department. A copy of said quotes 

are on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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IN RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SIDEWALKS 

 Upon recommendation of Public Works Director David Karr and upon 

motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon unanimous 

vote taken, it was ordered that Mayor Ferrell be and he is hereby authorized to sign 

the updated letter to the Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) in 

connection with the Martin Luther King, Jr. sidewalk project. A copy of said letter 

follows: 

May 31, 2023 
  
Stephen Rone  
Consultant Services Director  
Mississippi Department of Transportation  
P.0. Box 1850  
Jackson, Mississippi 39215  
  
REFERENCE:  CONSULTANT SELECTION  
      STP-0012-00(028)LPA / 109396-701000 
  
Dear Mr. Rone,  
  

With this letter the City of Batesville (LPA) is requesting to use the Small Purchase 
Procedures as outlined in the Local Public Agency Consultant Operating Procedures 
for Professional Services, Section 2.2.1 Small Purchase Procedures.   
  
The LPA has considered (3) three qualified firms Mendrop Engineering Resources, 
Neel-Schaffer, and Elliott & Britt Engineering. By our internal selection process, we 
have selected Mendrop Engineering Recourses as our Professional Services Consultant 
for preliminary engineering to assist us with this Project. The total costs for these 
services that will be utilizing federal funds for the Consultant selected are estimated to 
be less than the Federal Simplified Acquisition Threshold.  
  
Thank you for your time and consideration. Please call me at 662-563-4576 if you have 
any questions, concerns or comments.  
  
Sincerely,  
The City of Batesville, Mississippi 
  
  
Hal Ferrell, Mayor 
  
cc:   State LPA Engineer              Lee Frederick, 
PE  
  LPA District Coordinator            {--}  
  LPA officials               {--}  
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IN RE: STREET LIGHT – MILLCROSS ROAD 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that a street light be placed on an existing 

pole #202268 located on Millcross Road. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO RESCIND RESOLUTION – LEGENDS OF  
  THE GRIDIRON EVENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the Resolution adopted July 5, 

2023, recorded in Minute Book G-3 at Page 155, relative to the Legends of the 

Gridiron Event,be and it is hereby rescinded. 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO AMEND ORDER OF MINUTES -   
  RESOLUTION – LEGENDS OF THE GRIDIRON EVENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the Resolution adopted June 6, 2023, recorded in Minute 

Book G-3 at Page 94 be and it is hereby amended to read as follows: 

RESOLUTION 
 
 Whereas, the City of Batesville is holding an event at the Batesville Civic 

Center named the “Legends of the Gridiron” which will honor the South Panola 

Football legacy; and 

 Whereas, the event will advertise and bring into favorable notice the 

opportunities, possibilities, and resources of the City of Batesville and will be helpful 

toward advancing the moral, financial, and other interest of the City of Batesville; 

and 

 Whereas, the City of Batesville is authorized under and by virtue of Sections 

17-3-1 and -3 of the Mississippi Code of 1972 to set aside, appropriate, and expend 

monies, not to exceed one (1) mill of its respective valuation assessment, for the 

purpose of advertising and bringing into favorable notice the opportunities, 

possibilities and resources of the City of Batesville, Mississippi; and 

 Whereas, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine 

that the expenditure of up to $11,932.91 for the event would not exceed the one (1) 

mill of the respective valuation and assessment of the City of Batesville and that said 

expenditure for the event would be for the purpose of advertising and bringing into 

favorable notice the opportunities, possibilities and resources of the City of 

Batesville, Mississippi, and that such would be helpful toward advancing the moral 

financial and other interests of the City of Batesville, Mississippi; and 

 Whereas, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine 

that such an expenditure comes within the authority granted by the aforesaid sections 

of the Mississippi Code of 1972. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, as follows: 

      1. 

 That the City of Batesville, Mississippi, shall expend up to $7,585.11 plus 

any donations received by the City of Batesville to hold the Legends of the Gridiron 

event, honoring the South Panola Football legacy and also for the purpose of 

advertising and bringing into favorable notice the opportunities, possibilities and 

resources of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, and that the use of said municipal 

funds for said purpose will be helpful towards advancing the moral, financial and 

other interests of the City of Batesville, Mississippi. 

 RESOLVED this the 18th day of July, 2023. 
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IN RE: PUBLIC HEARING - 3:00 P.M. 
PUBLIC HEARING – PETRA LELAND - REZONING 

   
 The Mayor opened the Public Hearing and Chief Building Official Andy 

Berryhill explained the purpose of the hearing being a request from Petra Leland that 

the following described property presently zoned R-7, Residential be rezoned M-1, 

Manufactured Home District. Said property lying and being situated in the City of 

Batesville, Second Judicial District of Panola County, Mississippi and more 

particularly described as follows, to-wit: 

That fractional part of the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of 
Section 5, Township 9 South, Range 7 West, more particularly described as: 
Beginning at a point on the West right-of-way of Stage Coach Road that is 
203.1 feet North of and 182.9 feet East of the Southwest corner of said 
Section 5, running North 88 degrees 41 minutes West along a property line 
fence for a distance of 162.7 feet; thence North 0 degrees 40 minutes West 
for a distance of 95.9 feet; thence South 88 degrees East for a distance of 
165 feet to the West right-of-way of Stage Coach Road; thence South 0 
degrees 40 minutes West along said West right-of-way for a distance of 
93.9 feet to the point of beginning, containing 0.36 acre, more or less and 
being the identical property conveyed to Stella Alexis, et al by Elizabeth 
Hamilton by Deed dated 1 May 1991 and of record in Deed Book N-7 at 
page 578 in the Batesville office of the Chancery Clerk of Panola County, 
Mississippi. 

 
and 
 
 Notice of said hearing having been published in the manner and for the time 

required by law as evidenced by a copy of the Proof of Publication attached hereto: 

 Annie Johnson was present and spoke in support of this request and no one 

was present in opposition of this request.  

 Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill reported that the Planning 

Commission recommended said rezoning request at their meeting held on June 26, 

2023, due to there being a public need for such rezoning and the character of the 

neighborhood in which the property is located has changed to such an extent as to 

justify said reclassification and rezoning.  

 The Mayor declared the hearing closed.  
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JULY 18, 2023 

IN RE: ORDINANCE ADOPTED - REZONING, PETRA LELAND 
 
 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison, seconded by Alderman Walton and 

upon unanimous vote taken, the following Ordinance was adopted: 

ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN OF THE 
CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI, AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS 
OF THE BATESVILLE ZONING PLAN OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, 

MISSISSIPPI 
 

 WHEREAS, there has been submitted by Petra Leland to the Board of Mayor 

and Aldermen of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, certain changes to the Batesville 

Zoning Ordinance adopted by the City of Batesville on April 21, 1992 and amended 

by ordinance adopted on September 7, 2010. 

 WHEREAS, the aforesaid changes consisted of rezoning the hereafter 

described property presently zoned R-7, residential, and 

 WHEREAS, July 18, 2023, was set as the date for the public hearing and 

notice of said hearing was given fifteen (15) days prior to the date set for said public 

hearing by publication in “The Panolian” a newspaper having general circulation in 

Batesville, Mississippi, on the proposed changes and amendments. 

 WHEREAS, at said public hearing there were no protests or objections made 

to the changes and amendments to the Batesville Zoning Ordinance of the City of 

Batesville, Mississippi, and 

 WHEREAS, the character of the neighborhood has changed substantially and 

there is a public need for rezoning said property. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Board of the 

City of Batesville, Mississippi, that the Batesville Zoning Ordinance of the City of 

Batesville be and the same is hereby amended as follows: 

 That the following described property presently zoned R-7, residential be 

rezoned M-1, Manufactured Home District and more particularly described as 

follows to wit:  

That fractional part of the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of 
Section 5, Township 9 South, Range 7 West, more particularly described as: 
Beginning at a point on the West right-of-way of Stage Coach Road that is 
203.1 feet North of and 182.9 feet East of the Southwest corner of said 
Section 5, running North 88 degrees 41 minutes West along a property line 
fence for a distance of 162.7 feet; thence North 0 degrees 40 minutes West 
for a distance of 95.9 feet; thence South 88 degrees East for a distance of 
165 feet to the West right-of-way of Stage Coach Road; thence South 0 
degrees 40 minutes West along said West right-of-way for a distance of 
93.9 feet to the point of beginning, containing 0.36 acre, more or less and 
being the identical property conveyed to Stella Alexis, et al by Elizabeth 
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Hamilton by Deed dated 1 May 1991 and of record in Deed Book N-7 at 
page 578 in the Batesville office of the Chancery Clerk of Panola County, 
Mississippi. 

 
and 
 
 That the Batesville Zoning Ordinance is hereby ratified and confirmed, as 

previously amended from time to time, subject to this change. 

 ORDAINED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, on this the 18th day of July, 2023. 

 
 
    

_______________________________ 
      Hal Ferrell, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________ 
Susan S, Berryhill, City Clerk 
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JULY 18, 2023 

IN RE: CLEANUP HEARING -  3:00 P.M. 
CLEANUP HEARING - 201 FISHER STREET 

 
 Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill explained the purpose of the hearing 

to determine whether or not the hereinafter described parcel of real property, owned 

by Teta & Shelia Wooten at 201 Fisher Street, located in the City of Batesville is in 

such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health, safety and welfare 

of the community, to-wit: 

  Parcel Number as shown in the Office of the Panola County 
  Tax Assessor and Collector: 3183Q0000100 230001300, 
  SW Corner Lot 3 (75x85). Block 23 Original Town of Batesville, 
  Section 8, Township 9, Range 7 recorded in Deed Book 2006 at 
  Page 3558 in the Batesville Office of the Chancery Clerk of 
  Panola County, Mississippi. 

No one was present in support or opposition of said clean up hearing. 

 The Mayor and Board heard and received evidence relating to the condition 

of said property and its affect upon the public health, safety and welfare of the 

community. 

 The hearing was concluded.    
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IN RE: ADJUDICATION OF PROPERTY OWNED BY TETA & 
SHELIA WOOTEN LOCATED ON 201 FISHER STREET TO 
BE A MENACE TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE OF THE COMMUNITY AND TO BE IN NEED 
OF CLEANING 

 
 The Mayor and Board of Aldermen having received evidence to the condition 

of the hereinafter described real property at a public hearing held pursuant to Section 

21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, annotated, as amended, and having duly 

considered said evidence, and upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of 

Land and upon unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

RESOLUTION 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen became aware that there 

were concern about the condition of the following described real property owned by 

Teta Wooten lying and being situated in the City of Batesville, Second Judicial 

District of Panola County, Mississippi, to-wit: 

  Parcel Number as shown in the Office of the Panola County 
  Tax Assessor and Collector: 3183Q0000100 230001300, 
  SW Corner Lot 3 (75x85). Block 23 Original Town of Batesville, 
  Section 8, Township 9, Range 7 recorded in Deed Book 2006 at 
  Page 3558 in the Batesville Office of the Chancery Clerk of 
  Panola County, Mississippi. 

 WHEREAS, at a meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen, held on the 

6th day of June 2023, a hearing was set for the 18th day of July, 2023, at 3:00 p.m., at 

City Hall to determine whether or not said property is in such a state of uncleanliness 

as to be a menace to the public health, safety and welfare of the community; and 

 WHEREAS, notice of this hearing was given to the owner of the property in 

the manner and for the time required by law and the evidence thereof is on file in the 

Office of the Code Enforcement Officer of the City of Batesville, Mississippi; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen heard proof as to the 

condition of the said property and its affects upon the health, safety and welfare of 

the community. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved as follows: 

 That after hearing evidence as to the condition of said property, the Board of 

Aldermen is of the opinion, and does hereby find and adjudicate that the property in 

its present condition is a menace to the public health, safety and welfare of the 

community and the City shall proceed to secure and clean the property by use of 

municipal employees or contract labor and possible demo later as is authorized by 

Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code of 1972 as amended. 

 RESOLVED this the 18th day of July, 2023. 
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JULY 18, 2023 

IN OPEN SESSION 

 Alderman Harrison moved that the meeting be closed to determine whether 

or not the Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. 

Thereafter, upon the affirmative votes of Aldermen Walton, Land, Dugger, Morrow 

and Harrison it was ordered that the meeting be closed in order to determine whether 

or not the Board should declare an executive session. 

 

 

 

IN THE CLOSED MEETING 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the meeting is closed to determine whether or 

not the Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Present 

in the closed meeting were: Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, 

Morrow and Walton; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; 

Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; Assistant Chief of Police George Williford and 

Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 On motion made by Alderman Harrison, seconded by Alderman Land, and 

unanimously carried upon the affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Walton, Dugger, 

Morrow and Harrison it was ordered that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen go into 

executive session in order to discuss personnel matters in the Civic Center, the 

potential acquisition of real property and the sale of surplus real property.  
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JULY 18, 2023 

IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will go into 

executive session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters in the Civic Center, 

the potential acquisition of real property and the sale of surplus real property and that 

the total vote on the motion to go into executive session was five (5) aldermen in 

favor and no aldermen opposed. Those present in the open meeting were Mayor 

Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Land, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; City Clerk Susan 

Berryhill; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; Assistant 

Chief of Police George Williford and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 

 

 

 

IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the Mayor and Board are in executive session. 

Those present in executive session were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Walton, 

Dugger, Morrow and Land; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; City Attorney Colmon 

Mitchell; Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; Assistant Chief of Police George Williford; 

and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 There came on for discussion the personnel matter in the Civic Center. (Civic 

Center/Event Director Rodney Holley was present during this discussion.) 

 There next came on for discussion the potential acquisition of real property. 

 There next came on for discussion the sale of surplus real property. 

The executive session was concluded and the Mayor and Board went into 

open meeting. 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT – CIVIC CENTER 

 On motion of Alderman Harrison, second of Alderman Morrow and 

unanimously carried by a vote taken, it was ordered that Jeffrey Rich be offered full-

time employment in the Batesville Civic Center as Facility Manager at a rate of  

$52,000.00 per year, contingent upon him accepting said offer and undergoing a 

medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs and cleared for 

employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires on July 31, 

2023, at midnight if not accepted. 

 

 

 
 
IN RE: APPROVAL FOR OUTSIDE EMPLOYMENT – CIVIC 

CENTER 
 
 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Dugger and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that a request, as outlined in the City’s 

Personnel Policy, from Civic Center employee Dawn Mitchell to engage in part-time, 

non-city employment with the Panola County Sheriff’s Office, be and it is hereby 

allowed. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: SALE OF SURPLUS REAL PROPERTY 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Dugger and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the contract, in connection with the 

sale of surplus real property, be and it is hereby extended until August 31, 2023. 
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IN RE: JP HUDSON PARK 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Walton and 

upon unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 
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IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board are now in open meeting. 

Those present were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and 

Walton; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; Chief of Police 

Kerry Pittman; Assistant Chief of Police George Williford and Assistant City Clerk 

Shonnah Weaver. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OTHER MATTERS COMING BEFORE THE MAYOR AND BOARD FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Lori Barnes, regional director of First Regional Library and Amanda Tutor, 
manager of the Batesville library, appeared before the Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen to discuss the FY 2024 budget for the Batesville library. 

2. Brian Lee of 203 King Street appeared before the Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen to address his concerns regarding Code Office violations. 

3. Darrell Dixon of North Delta Planning and Development District provided 
updates on projects 

4. Chief of Police Kerry Pittman provided copies of the monthly report to the 
Mayor and Board of Aldermen. 
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Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned to 

reconvene at 2:00 o’clock p.m., Tuesday, August 1, 2023, at the City Hall at 103 

College Street, Batesville, Mississippi. 

 In accordance with Section 25-41-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, 

a notice of said regular meeting has been posted in the City Hall and a copy of said 

notice follows these minutes. 

 

           
    ________________________________ 

     Mayor 
 

 

____________________________________ 
Clerk of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
Of the City of Batesville, Mississippi 
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JULY 18, 2023 

NOTICE OF PLACE, DATE, HOUR AND SUBJECT MATTER 

OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 The regular meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of 

Batesville, Mississippi, shall be held on the following subject matter at the following 

place, date, and hour, to-wit: 

 Place: City Hall, 103 College Street, Batesville, MS 38606 

 Date: On the 1st day of August, 2023     

 Hour: 2:00 p.m.       

 Subject Matter:  To transact any and all business that may be transacted at the 

regular meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen on the first and third Tuesdays 

of each month.  

 The meeting may be conducted through teleconference or video means. 

Participation is available to the general public at said location. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


