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REGULAR MEETING 

APRIL 18, 2023 

 

 Be It Remembered that a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville was held on the third Tuesday afternoon of April, being the 18th day of 

April 2023, at 2:00 p.m., when and where were present the following, to-wit: 

 Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Stan Harrison, Dennis Land, Bill Dugger, Teddy 

Morrow and Bobby Walton. Also present were: City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of 

Police Kerry Pittman; Assistant Chief of Police George Williford; Greg Smith of Mendrop 

Engineering Resources; Code Enforcement Officer Barry Thompson; Assistant Public Works 

Director Newt Benson; Parks and Recreation Director Heath Fullilove; Fire Chief Tim Taylor; 

Deputy Chief David Tarver; Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver and Jeremy Weldon of 

The Panolian. 

 A quorum being present, the meeting was duly opened by the Mayor and, after the 

invocation given by Rip Copeland, the following business was taken up. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the agenda of April 18, 2023, was approved with the addition of a 

resignation in the Police Department. 
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CITY OF BATESVILLE BOARD MEETING 
APRIL 18, 2023 

2:00 P.M.| CITY HALL 

AGENDA 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Hal Ferrell 
 
2. INVOCATION:  Rip Copeland 
 
3.  MAYOR’S WELCOME STATEMENT: “To all in attendance, pursuant to Order by the 

 Board of Aldermen, adopted on March 1, 2022, in order to address the Mayor and 
 Board of Aldermen, you must be on the agenda, and pursuant to Order adopted 
 March 23, 2023, you must sign the sign-in sheet with a complete address.” 

 
4. APPROVE AGENDA 
 
 
5. APPROVE MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETINGS 
 

 a. Regular Meeting – April 4, 2023 
 b. Adjourned Meeting – April 6, 2023 

 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
 a. Approval for Telecommunicators Brandi Roberson and Damien Harbin to  
  attend the Basic Certification Course for Dispatchers May 3-7, 2023, in  
  Grenada, Mississippi.  Registration fee: $395.00 each. They will travel in a  
  city vehicle. Lunch expense will be reimbursed through petty cash not to  
  exceed $15.00 with receipt. Reimburse travel expenses if necessary. 
 b. Approval for Captain Richard Stonestreet, Detective Kevin West and K-9  
  Officers Greg Jones, Beau Dickson and Matthew Brown to attend the  
  Mississippi Law Enforcement Officers Association 2023 Summer Conference 
  June 4-9, 2023, in Biloxi, Mississippi. Cost to the city: lodging and per diem 
  for meals. They will travel in a city vehicle. Reimburse travel expenses if  
  necessary.  

 c. Approval for Lieutenant Richard Lott to attend the Mississippi Law  
  Enforcement Accreditation Commission Summer Training Meeting on June 
  20-23, 2023, in Biloxi,  Mississippi. There is no registration cost. Cost to the 
  city: lodging, per diem for meals and mileage for personal vehicle use. 
 
 
7. PAY REQUEST AGENDA 
 
 a. Approval of payment of Invoice #23135 in the amount of $20,803.54 to be 
  made to The Power Source, PLLC in connection with the Civic Center Lighting 
  Upgrade. (Board approved March 7, 2023.) 
  
 
8. HUMAN RESOURCES  
 
 a. Approval to accept the resignation of Street Department employee Melvin 
  Scott, effective May 2, 2023. 
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9. BIDS RECONSIDERED – Batesville Civic Center Lighting Upgrade Project 
 
10. VISITORS 
 
 a. FEMA 
  
11. PERMANENT VISITORS 
 
 Panola Partnership  
 North Delta Planning and Development  
 Mendrop Engineering Resources  
 Panola County Board of Supervisors and department heads 
 State or Federal legislators representing any part of Panola County 
 Any person engaged in contractual business with the City of Batesville 
 The Panolian Jeremy Weldon or his proxy 

 
 
REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
12. CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – ANDY BERRYHILL 
 
 a. Set public hearing – Variance from the Subdivision Design Standards – Chris 
  Brocato 
 
13. CHIEF OF POLICE – KERRY PITTMAN 
 
 a. Quotes received electronically - to purchase one (1) WISPR Ranger Pro Drone 
  with attachments  
 b. Monthly report 
 
14. CITY ATTORNEY – COLMON MITCHELL 
 
 a. Resolution of Intent – Tourism 
 
15. CITY CLERK – SUSAN BERRYHILL 
 
 a. Set Public Hearing – redistricting (May 16, 2023) 
 b. Executive Session 
 
16. FIRE CHIEF – TIM TAYLOR 
 
 a. Approval to purchase bunker gear through MS State Contract #8200067053 
 b. Monthly reports 
 
17. PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR – DAVID KARR 
 
 a. Quotes received electronically – playground equipment 
 
18. OTHER MATTERS BY MAYOR OR ALDERMAN: 
 
19. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
20. ADJOURNMENT 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the minutes of the April 4, 2023, regular meeting and April 6, 2023, 

adjourned meetings were approved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: SIGNATURE SHEET FOR MEETING OF APRIL 18, 2023 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Land and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the consent 

agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

 a. Approval for Telecommunicators Brandi Roberson and Damien Harbin to  
  attend the Basic Certification Course for Dispatchers May 3-7, 2023, in  
  Grenada, Mississippi.  Registration fee: $395.00 each. They will travel in a 
  city vehicle. Lunch expense will be reimbursed through petty cash not to  
  exceed $15.00 with receipt. Reimburse travel expenses if necessary. 
 
 b. Approval for Captain Richard Stonestreet, Detective Kevin West and K-9  
  Officers Greg Jones, Beau Dickson and Matthew Brown to attend the  
  Mississippi Law Enforcement Officers Association 2023 Summer Conference 
  June 4-9, 2023, in Biloxi, Mississippi. Cost to the city: lodging and per diem 
  for meals. They will travel in a city vehicle. Reimburse travel expenses if  
  necessary.  
 
 c. Approval for Lieutenant Richard Lott to attend the Mississippi Law  
  Enforcement Accreditation Commission Summer Training Meeting on June 
  20-23, 2023, in Biloxi, Mississippi. There is no registration cost. Cost to the 
  city: lodging, per diem for meals and mileage for personal vehicle use. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IN RE: APPROVAL OF PAY REQUEST AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the pay request 

agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

 a. Approval of payment of Invoice #23135 in the amount of $20,803.54 to be 
  made to The Power Source, PLLC in connection with the Civic Center  
  Lighting Upgrade. (Board approved March 7, 2023.) 
  
 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF HUMAN RESOURCES AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the Human 

Resources agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

 a. Approval to accept the resignation of Lieutenant Chris Cline from the  
  Batesville Police Department, effective April 27, 2023. 
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IN RE: BIDS RECONSIDERED – CIVIC CENTER LIGHTING UPGRADES 
PROJECT 

  
 There came on for discussion the matter of bids received at the March 21, 2023, regular 

meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen, for the Civic Center Lighting Upgrades Project. 

The bids received and itemized are listed below as follows: 
 
  Reid Electric Service, Inc.   Base-$186,660.00 
        Alt 1-$241,289.00 
        Alt 2-$121,590.00 
        Alt 3-$67,545.00 
 
  Robinson Electric Company, Inc.  Base-$192,507.00 
        Alt 1-$311,000.00 
        Alt 2-$103.230.00 
        Alt 3-$57,950.00 
 
  Whitfield Electric Company, Inc.  Base-$155,930.00 
        Alt 1-$229,900.00 
        Alt 2-$109,200.00 
        Alt 3-$59,731.00 
 
 Having heard all bids received, upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of 

Alderman Morrow and upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the bid from Whitfield 

Electric Company, Inc. in the amount of $554,761.00 (base bid plus alternates) be and it is 

hereby accepted as the lowest and best bid for the Civic Center Lighting Upgrades Project. A 

copy of said bids are on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy of the recommendation  

letter follows: 

  



 
       

587  APRIL 18, 2023 

IN RE: FEMA AND SBA 

 The Mayor recognized Florencio Marina of SBA and Tamiko Exford of FEMA who 

appeared before the Mayor and Board of Aldermen to discuss the process of SBA and FEMA. 

   
 

 

*Alderman Walton arrived at 2:20 p.m. 
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IN RE: SET PUBLIC HEARING – VARIANCE FROM SUBDIVISION  
  DESIGN STANDARDS – CHRIS BROCATO 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Order was adopted: 

ORDER SETTING TIME, DATE, AND PLACE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON VARIANCES TO THE SUBDIVISION DESIGN STANDARDS OF THE CITY OF 

BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY CLERK TO 
PUBLISH NOTICE OF SAID HEARING 

 
 WHEREAS, Chris Brocato has submitted to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of  
 
the City of Batesville, Mississippi, an application for a variance from the requirements of  
 
the Subdivision Design Standards adopted by the City of Batesville on May 19, 2008. 
 
 WHEREAS, The said Chris Brocato requests a variance to allow a street more  
 
than 500’ with a cul-de-sac and to waive the requirement of sidewalks  
 
in the subdivision development of 17 residential lots on 5 acres.  Said property is located  
 
on the west side of Boothe Street, south of Bruce Street, in the City off Batesville,  
 
Second Judicial District of  
 
Panola County, Mississippi, and is described as: 
 
 A 5 acre, more or less, tract of land being located in  
 Southwest quarter of southwest quarter of 

Section 4, Township 9 South, Range 7 West, City of  
Batesville, Panola County, Mississippi  

  
and  
 

WHEREAS, said request will be reviewed by the Planning Commission of the  
 
City of Batesville at their meeting on April 24, 2023, and  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED that on the 16th day of May 2023,  
 
at 3:00 o’clock P.M. in the City Hall of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, the Mayor and  
 
Board of Aldermen will hold a public hearing on said application and the Clerk of the  
 
City of Batesville, Mississippi, is hereby ordered and authorized to place a notice of said  
 
public hearing for publication in “The Panolian”, a newspaper having a general  
 
circulation in the City of Batesville, Mississippi. 
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IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED ELECTRONICALLY – DRONE 

 The City of Batesville received the following quotes electronically for the purchase of 

a drone with attachments: 

   Unmanned Systems Group  $39,995.00 
   Wispr Systems   $45,000.00 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from Unmanned Systems Group in the 

amount of $39,995.00 be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best quote for the 

purchase of a drone with attachments. A copy of said quotes are on file in the Office of the 

City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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 IN RE: RESOLUTION – NOTICE OF INTENT – TOURISM 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

 NOTICE OF RESOLUTION OF INTENT 

The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, 
took up for consideration the following Resolution. After a discussion of the 
matter, Alderman Harrison offered and moved the adoption of the following 
Resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI, DECLARING ITS 
INTENTION TO CONTINUE TO IMPOSE THE TAX LEVIED AND 
COLLECTED UPON THE GROSS PROCEEDS DERIVED FROM 
HOTEL AND MOTEL ROOM RENTALS AND RESTAURANT 
SALES IN THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI, AT A RATE 
OF THREE PERCENT (3%) OF SUCH GROSS PROCEEDS IN 
ORDER TO RAISE MONEY FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING 
FUNDS FOR THE  ESTABLISHMENT,PROMOTION, AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF TOURISM, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 
AND INDUSTRY IN THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI, 
AND THE SURROUNDING AREA; DIRECTING PUBLICATION 
OF NOTICE OF THIS RESOLUTION; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES 
 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Batesvi1le, 

Mississippi [the "Governing Authority"] acting for and on behalf of the City of 

Batesville, Mississippi [the "City"] does hereby resolve, find, determine, adjudicate and 

declare as follows: 

1. 
 

Since being granted the authority to do so pursuant to Chapter 824, Local and 

Private Laws of 1992, as amended from time to time and last amended by Senate Bill 

2518, Mississippi Legislature, 2023 Regular Session [hereinafter referred to as 

“Legislative Authority” ],  the City has levied and collected and currently levies and 

collects, and intends to continue to levy and collect a tax on the gross proceeds of hotel 

and motel room rentals and gross proceeds of restaurant sales in the City at a rate of 

three percent (3%) of the said gross proceeds for the purposes of providing funds for the 

establishment, promotion, and development of tourism, economic development, and 

industry in the City and the surrounding area [ referred to herein as the “tax” ]. The 

revenue raised by the tax is approximately one million two hundred seventy thousand 

dollars annually.  A part of the revenue raised by the tax was used to pay the costs of the 
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construction of the Batesville Civic Center in semi-annual installments until such costs 

were paid in full on or about July 1, 2022. 

2. 

The City's authority to levy and collect said tax would have expired on July 

1, 2023. Said Senate Bill 2518 extended the City's authority to levy and collect the 

aforesaid tax until July 1, 2027. 

     3. 

That it is necessary and in the public interest and in the interest of the City of 

Batesville, Mississippi, and its citizens for the Governing Authority to continue to 

levy and collect the tax for the purposes of the establishment, promotion, and 

development of tourism, economic development, and industry in the City of 

Batesville and the surrounding area.  The tax has been used and will continue to be 

used for said purposes, including but not limited to purposes such as the continued 

operation and maintenance of the Batesville Civic Center, for making improvements 

to the Batesville Civic Center, promoting the annual community wide Springfest 

and other similar events that are designed to attract visitors and tourists, for 

improving,  maintaining, and operating the  Batesville Indian Mounds which are a 

tourist and visitor site, for  improving, enhancing, maintaining, and operating City 

parks and recreation facilities and promoting  thereat activities and programs 

designed to attract visitors and tourists, for promoting activities and programs 

designed to attract new industry, for the construction of public infrastructure to 

serve new industry and commerce and the expansion of existing industry and 

commerce, and other similar purposes.  Any qualified elector of the City who 

opposes the tax may file with the City Clerk a written protest against the imposition 

of the tax on or before June 7, 2023, at City Hall located at 103 College  
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Street, Batesville, Mississippi 38606.  If on or before said date the lesser of  twenty 

percent (20%) or fifteen hundred (1,500) of the qualified electors of the City of 

Batesville shall file a written petition against the levy of such tax then an election 

upon the levy and assessment of the tax shall be called and held. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING 

AUTHORITY ACTING FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, 

MISSISSIPPI, AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. The matters set forth above are true and correct and are 

incorporated in this Section 1 as if copied herein verbatim. 

SECTION 2. Pursuant to and in compliance with and for the time allowed by 

the Legislative Authority, the Governing Authority hereby declares its intention to 

continue to impose, levy, and collect the tax on the gross proceeds of hotel and motel 

room rentals and of restaurant sales at a rate of three percent (3%) for each hotel, 

motel, and restaurant in the City without pause or interruption for the purposes set 

out herein. 

SECTION 3. This Resolution shall be published for the time and in the manner 

provided in the Legislative Authority in The Panolian, a newspaper published in and 

having a general circulation in the City and meeting the requirements of Section 13-3-31 

of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended and supplemented from time to time. 

Alderman Morrow seconded the motion to adopt the foregoing Resolution, and 

the question being put to a roll call vote, the result was as follows: 

 Alderman Bill Dugger   Voted: aye 

 Alderman Stan Harrison   Voted: aye 

 Alderman Teddy Morrow   Voted: aye  

 Alderman Bobby Walton   Voted: aye 

 Alderman Dennis Land   Voted: aye 
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 The motion having received the affirmative unanimous vote of the members present, 

the Mayor declared the motion carried and the Resolution adopted this the 18th day of April, 

2023. 

 

      __________________________________ 

      HAL FERRELL, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

_________________________________ 

SUSAN BERRYHILL, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: SET PUBLIC HEARING – REDISTRICTING 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Order was adopted: 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON REDISTRICTING 

The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, will hold a 

public hearing on the 16th day of May 2023, at 3:00 o’clock p.m. at the City Hall, 103 College 

Street, Batesville, Mississippi, for the purpose of considering the redrawing of the City of 

Batesville ward boundaries as required by law as a result of the 2020 U. S. Census population 

data and the addition of new territory to the City through the Annexation of said territory 

completed in 2022. A copy of a map showing the proposed new ward boundaries is on file 

and available for inspection at City Hall, 103 College Street, Batesville, Mississippi. 

CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 

 

By:________________________________ 

Susan B. Berryhill City Clerk 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO PURCHASE BUNKER GEAR  

 Upon motion made by Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Fire Chief Tim Taylor be and he is hereby 

authorized to purchase three (3) bunker pants and coats in the amount of $7,485.00 from 

Sunbelt Fire Equipment under Mississippi State Contract No. 8200067053. 
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IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED – PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT 

 The City of Batesville received the following quotes for the install and surfacing for 

swings at Trussell Park: 

   Bliss Products   $40,294.95 
   H&S Playscapes, LLC $42,814.95 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from Bliss Products in the amount of 

$40,294.95 be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best quote for the install and 

surfacing for swings at Trussell Park. A copy of said quotes are on file in the Office of the 

City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED – PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT 

 The City of Batesville received the following quotes for a bouncer/temple trolley at 

Patton Lane Park: 

   Bliss Products   $23,400.56 
   H&S Playscapes, LLC $30,342.00 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from Bliss Products in the amount of 

$23,400.56 be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best quote for a bouncer/temple 

trolley at Patton Lane Park with the City’s Standard Contract Addendum attached thereto. A 

copy of said quotes are on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote 

follows along with the City’s Standard Contract Addendum which is made a part thereof: 
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STANDARD CONTRACT ADDENDUM 
 
 
 This Standard Contract Addendum is an integral part of any and all Contracts entered into by 
the City of Batesville, Mississippi [“City”], and, therefore, is hereby made a part of the Contract 
between the City and Bliss Products [the “Contract”]. 
 
 Mississippi law provides that parties contracting with Mississippi governmental entities are 
deemed to have knowledge that they are political subdivisions of the state and to have knowledge of 
the laws by which they are governed and the limitations of powers and authority of the governmental 
entity.  As a Mississippi governmental entity, the City has only the powers and authority expressly 
granted to it by the Mississippi Constitution and the Mississippi Statutes together with those powers 
and authority necessarily implied from such grants of powers and authority.  Mississippi law further 
provides that a city shall not be bound by provisions of a contract which exceed a city’s powers and 
authority.  By way of example, but not by limitation, the City does not have the powers or authority to 
enter into or perform, and is thus not bound by, provisions providing for the City to:  arbitrate, waive 
right to a jury trial or any other right, hold another harmless, indemnify another, limit the liability of 
another party, agree to liquidated damages, waive or limit another’s damages, waive or limit the City’s 
right to damages, pay another’s attorneys fees and expenses, agree to jurisdiction or venue in any other 
state besides the State of Mississippi.  This Contract is a Public Record and is subject to the Mississippi 
Public Records Act of 1983.  In executing the attached Contract, the City does not waive any rights it 
may have to object to, contest, or refuse to comply with any provision of the Contract that exceeds the 
powers and authority granted to the City by Mississippi law. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
      CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 
 
 
      By:_________________________________ 
       HAL FERRELL, Mayor 
 
 

BLISS PRODUCTS 
  
 
      By:________________________________  
 
           _________________________________ 
                   (Print Name and Title)   
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IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED – PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT 

 The City of Batesville received the following quotes for a shelter at Patton Lane Park: 

   Bliss Products   $16,215.00 
   H&S Playscapes, LLC $18,017.00 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from Bliss Products in the amount of 

$16,215.00 be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best quote for a shelter at Patton 

Lane Park. A copy of said quotes are on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy of the 

accepted quote follows: 
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IN OPEN SESSION 

 Alderman Dugger moved that the meeting be closed to determine whether or not the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Thereafter, upon the 

affirmative votes of Aldermen Walton, Land, Dugger, Morrow and Harrison it was ordered 

that the meeting be closed in order to determine whether or not the Board should declare an 

executive session. 

 

 

 

 

IN THE CLOSED MEETING 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the meeting is closed to determine whether or not the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Present in the closed 

meeting were: Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; 

City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; Assistant Chief of Police 

George Williford; Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson and Assistant City Clerk 

Shonnah Weaver. 

 On motion made by Alderman Harrison, seconded by Alderman Morrow, and 

unanimously carried upon the affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Walton, Dugger, Morrow 

and Harrison it was ordered that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen go into executive session 

in order to discuss potential litigation and personnel matters in the Municipal Court. 
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IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will go into executive 

session for the purpose of discussing potential litigation and personnel matters in the 

Municipal Court and that the total vote on the motion to go into executive session was five (5) 

aldermen in favor and no aldermen opposed. Those present in the open meeting were Mayor 

Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Land, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; City Attorney Colmon 

Mitchell; Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; Assistant Chief of Police George Williford; Assistant 

Public Works Director Newt Benson and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 

 

 

IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the Mayor and Board are in executive session. Those 

present in executive session were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Walton, Dugger, 

Morrow and Land; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; Assistant 

Chief of Police George Williford; Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson and 

Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 There came on for discussion the potential litigation matter. 

 There came on for discussion the personnel matter in the Municipal Court.  

 The executive session was concluded and the Mayor and Board went into open 

meeting. 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO PAY INVOICES  
 
 There came on for discussion the matter of the Invoices received from Bradford 

Painting Service in regards to the painting at the Batesville Civic Center. Quotes were not 

obtained so there is a concern that the purchase law was not followed and, therefore payment 

of the invoice should be withheld. 

 After discussing the matter involving the letter from Farry Bradford, President of 

Bradford Painting Services, which appears below, upon motion of Alderman Morrow and 

second of Alderman Harrison and upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that payment of 

Invoice in the amount of $3,375.00 and payment of Invoice in the amount of $4,800.00 for a 

total of $8,175.00 be made to Bradford Painting Service in regards to the painting at the 

Batesville Civic Center due to it being in the City’s best interest and more feasible to pay the 

Invoice in order to avoid litigation threatened by Bradford Painting Service. A copy of said 

Invoices and letter follows: 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT – MUNICIPAL COURT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Ryley Boyero be and she is hereby offered full-time 

employment in municipal court at a rate of $16.00 per hour, contingent upon her accepting 

said offer and undergoing a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs 

and cleared for employment pursuant thereto. Said offer expires midnight May 1, 2023, if not 

accepted. 

  

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO PLANT TREES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that trees may be planted at Trussell Park with the 

approval of Parks and Recreation Director Heath Fullilove. 

 

 

 

 

 

IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board are now in open meeting. Those 

present were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; City 

Attorney Colmon Mitchell; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; 

Assistant Chief of Police George Williford and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 
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OTHER MATTERS COMING BEFORE THE MAYOR AND BOARD FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Joe Azar, Director of Panola Partnership, appeared before the Mayor and Board of 
Alderman to provide updates. 

2. Chief of Police Kerry Pittman provided copies of the monthly report to the Mayor and 
Board of Aldermen. 

3. Fire Chief Tim Taylor provided copies of the monthly reports to the Mayor and Board 
of Aldermen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned to reconvene at 

2:00 o’clock p.m., Tuesday, April 25, 2023, at the City Hall at 103 College Street, Batesville, 

Mississippi. 

 In accordance with Section 25-41-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, a notice 

of said regular meeting has been posted in the City Hall and a copy of said notice follows 

these minutes. 

 

 

      ________________________________ 
      Mayor 

 

 

____________________________________ 
Clerk of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
Of the City of Batesville, Mississippi 
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NOTICE OF PLACE, DATE, HOUR AND SUBJECT MATTER 

OF AN ADJOURNED MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 The adjourned meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Batesville, 

Mississippi, shall be held on the following subject matter at the following place, date, and 

hour, to-wit: 

 Place: City Hall, 103 College Street, Batesville, MS 38606 

 Date: On the 25th day of April, 2023    

 Hour: 2:00 p.m.       

 Subject Matter:  To transact any and all business that may be transacted at the regular 

meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.  

 The meeting may be conducted through teleconference or video means. Participation 

is available to the general public at said location. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


