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REGULAR MEETING 

DECEMBER 20, 2022 

 

 Be It Remembered that a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville was held on the third Tuesday afternoon of December, being the 20th 

day of December 2022, at 2:00 p.m., when and where were present the following, to-wit: 

 Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Stan Harrison, Dennis Land, Bill Dugger (via phone), 

Teddy Morrow and Bobby Walton. Also present were: City Clerk Susan Berryhill; City 

Attorney Colmon Mitchell (via phone); Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; Assistant Chief of 

Police George Williford; Greg Smith of Mendrop Engineering Resources; Chief Building 

Official Andy Berryhill; Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson; Fire Chief Tim 

Taylor and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 A quorum being present, the meeting was duly opened by the Mayor and, after the 

invocation given by Troy Smith, the following business was taken up. 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the agenda of December 20, 2022, was approved with the addition 

of Code Office executive session. 
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CITY OF BATESVILLE BOARD MEETING 
DECEMBER 20, 2022 
2:00 P.M.| CITY HALL 

AGENDA 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Hal Ferrell 
 
INVOCATION:  Troy Smith 
 
MAYOR’S WELCOME STATEMENT: “To all in attendance, pursuant to Order by the 
Board of Aldermen, adopted on March 1, 2022, in order to address the Mayor and Board 
of Aldermen, you must be on the agenda.” 
 
CONFIRMATION OR AMENDMENT TO THE AGENDA 
 
 
PROCLAMATION/RECOGNITION  
 
 
MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETINGS 
 

1. Regular Meeting – December 6, 2022 
 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
1. Approval for Justin Parker and Justin Sanders to attend the Basic Firefighter course 
 1001-I-II at the Mississippi Fire Academy January 9-February 23, 2023. Course fee: 
 $500.00 each plus per diem for meals. They will travel in a city vehicle. Reimburse 
 travel expenses if necessary. 
 
2. Approval for Officer Matthew Brown to attend an eight-week Basic K-9 Handlers 
 School  beginning January 9, 2023, in Senatobia, Mississippi. There is no cost for the 
 training. He will travel in a city vehicle. Meal advance in the amount of $700.00 for 
 lunch expense with required meal receipts. Some dinner meal expense may be 
 necessary. Reimburse travel expenses if necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
PAY REQUEST AGENDA 
 
1. Approval of payment in the amount of $113,004.36 to be made to Brocato 
 Construction Co., Inc. in connection with the High Pressure Gas Main Extension 
 (Lehman Roberts). 
 
2. Approval of payment in the amount of $179,902.85 to be made to Brocato 
 Construction Co., Inc. in connection with the Sanitary Interceptor Sewer & 
 Forcemain Improvements. 
 
3. Approval of payment in the amount of $30,432.32 to be made to Aldridge 
 Construction in connection with the Highway 6 Water Extension. 
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HUMAN RESOURCES  
 
1. Accept the resignation of Jeremy Red from the Gas Department, effective 
 December 30,  2022. 
 
 
BIDS RECEIVED – Civic Center Food & Beverage 
 
 
VISITORS 
 
1. Kristine Reed 
 
 
PERMANENT VISITORS 
 
 Panola Partnership 
 North Delta Planning and Development  
 Mendrop Engineering Resources  
 Panola County Board of Supervisors and department heads 
 State or Federal legislators representing any part of Panola County 
 Any person engaged in contractual business with the City of Batesville 
 The Panolian Jeremy Weldon or his proxy 

 
 
 
REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 

 CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – ANDY BERRYHILL 
 
  
 

 CHIEF OF POLICE – KERRY PITTMAN 
 
 1. Request to purchase seven (7) Body Armor Level 2 Vest, concealable  
  carriers and trauma plates through Mississippi State Contract   
  #8200065174. 
   
 2. Monthly report 
  

 
 

 CITY ATTORNEY – COLMON MITCHELL 
 
 
 

 CITY CLERK – SUSAN BERRYHILL 
 
  
 

 FIRE CHIEF – TIM TAYLOR 
 
 1. Monthly reports  
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 PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR – DAVID KARR 
 
 1. Quotes received – 1-ton pick-up (Street Department) 
 
 2. Quotes received – ¾ ton pick-up (Gas Department) 
 
 3. Change Order #2 – Highway 6 Water Extension 
 
 
OTHER MATTERS BY MAYOR OR ALDERMAN: 
 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
1. Tax Increment Financing Appeal 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the minutes of the December 6, 2022, regular meeting, were 

approved. 
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IN RE: SIGNATURE SHEET FOR MEETING OF DECEMBER 20, 2022 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the consent 

agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

1. Approval for Justin Parker and Justin Sanders to attend the Basic Firefighter course 
 1001-I-II at the Mississippi Fire Academy January 9-February 23, 2023. Course fee: 
 $500.00 each plus per diem for meals. They will travel in a city vehicle. Reimburse 
 travel expenses if necessary. 
 
2. Approval for Officer Matthew Brown to attend an eight-week Basic K-9 Handlers 
 School beginning January 9, 2023, in Senatobia, Mississippi. There is no cost for 
 the training. He will travel in a city vehicle. Meal advance in the amount of $700.00 
 for lunch expense with required meal receipts. Some dinner meal expense may be 
 necessary. Reimburse travel expenses if necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
IN RE: APPROVAL OF PAY REQUEST AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the pay request 

agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

1. Approval of payment in the amount of $113,004.36 to be made to Brocato 
 Construction Co., Inc. in connection with the High Pressure Gas Main Extension 
 (Lehman Roberts). 
 
2. Approval of payment in the amount of $179,902.85 to be made to Brocato 
 Construction Co., Inc. in connection with the Sanitary Interceptor Sewer & 
 Forcemain Improvements. 
 
3. Approval of payment in the amount of $30,432.32 to be made to Aldridge 
 Construction in connection with the Highway 6 Water Extension. 
 
 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF HUMAN RESOURCES AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the Human 

Resources agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

1. Accept the resignation of Jeremy Red from the Gas Department, effective 
 December 30,  2022. 
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IN RE: BIDS RECEIVED – CIVIC CENTER FOOD & BEVERAGE 

 This day the Mayor and Board of Aldermen received sealed competitive bids for 

Civic Center Food & Beverage, pursuant to advertisement made in the manner and for the 

time provided by law as evidenced by a copy of Proof of Publication attached hereto. Mayor 

Ferrell, having read aloud said bids, found that the following bids were received and are on 

file in the Office of the City Clerk. 

 The Dawg House        22% 
 A Tailored Event, LLC dba Taylor Grocery Special Events Catering 10% 
  
 Having heard all bids received, upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of 

Alderman Harrison and upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the bids be and they 

are hereby taken under advisement. 
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IN RE: UTILITY BILL 

 The Mayor recognized Kristine Reed of 307 Hickory Lane who appeared before the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen requesting the $50.00 delinquent charge be reimbursed to 

her as a credit on her next utility bill. 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the above request be and it is hereby approved. 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO PURCHASE VEST – POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Chief of Police Kerry Pittman be and he is hereby 

authorized to purchase 7 body armor level 2 vest, concealable carriers and trauma plates 

through Mississippi State Contract #8200065174 in the amount if $6,790.00. Ballistic Grant 

will reimburse the City of Batesville $3,395.00 of this purchase. 
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IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED – TRUCK – STREET DEPARTMENT 

 The City of Batesville received the following quotes electronically for a truck for 

use in the Street Department: 

   Kirk Auto Group  $51,500.00 
   Pine Belt Auto Group  $52,300.00 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from Kirk Auto Group in the amount if 

$51,500.00 be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best quote for a truck for use in 

the Street Department. A copy of said quotes are on file in the Office of the City Clerk and 

a copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED – TRUCK – GAS DEPARTMENT 

 The City of Batesville received the following quotes electronically for a truck for 

use in the Gas Department: 

   Kirk Auto Group  $51,993.00 
   Pine Belt Auto Group  $52,450.00 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from Kirk Auto Group in the amount if 

$51,993.00 be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best quote for a truck for use in 

the Gas Department. A copy of said quotes are on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a 

copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF CHANGE ORDER NO. 2 – HIGHWAY 6 WATER  
  EXTENSION 
 
 There came on for discussion the approval of the Change Order No. 2, set out below, 

in connection with the Highway 6 Water Extension. 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and 

unanimously carried upon the affirmative vote of all board members present, the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen of the City of Batesville, found and determined that the changes or 

modifications to the original contract as shown in the Change Order are necessary or would 

better serve the purpose of the City, are necessary or incidental to the completion and scope 

of the work as originally bid, are not outside the scope of the original contact, are 

commercially reasonable, are not made to circumvent the public purchasing statutes and the 

increased number of days is reasonable and ordered that said Change Order No. 2 increasing 

the amount of days by 100, shown below, be and the same is hereby approved.  
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IN RE: MADE IN PANOLA FAIR – PANOLA PARTNERSHIP 

 Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the Made In Panola Fair, hosted by Panola 

Partnership, to be held at the Batesville Civic Center February 1-2, 2023, be and it is hereby 

approved and further ordered that there be no charge for the use of the conference 

room/rooms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN OPEN SESSION 

 Alderman Harrison moved that the meeting be closed to determine whether or not 

the Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Thereafter, upon 

the affirmative votes of Aldermen Walton, Land, Dugger (via phone), Morrow and Harrison 

it was ordered that the meeting be closed in order to determine whether or not the Board 

should declare an executive session. 
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IN THE CLOSED MEETING 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the meeting is closed to determine whether or not the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Present in the closed 

meeting were: Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger (via phone), Morrow 

and Walton; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell (via phone); Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; 

Assistant Chief of Police George Williford; Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson 

and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 On motion made by Alderman Harrison, seconded by Alderman Morrow, and 

unanimously carried upon the affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Walton, Dugger (via 

phone), Morrow and Harrison it was ordered that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen go into 

executive session in order to discuss personnel matters in the Code Office and the tax 

increment financing appeal. 

 

 

 

 

IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will go into executive 

session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters in the Code Office and the tax 

increment financing appeal and that the total vote on the motion to go into executive session 

was five (5) aldermen in favor and no aldermen opposed. Those present in the open meeting 

were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Land, Dugger (via phone), Morrow and Walton; 

City Clerk Susan Berryhill; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell (via phone); Chief of Police 

Kerry Pittman; Assistant Chief of Police George Williford; Assistant Public Works Director 

Newt Benson and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 
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IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the Mayor and Board are in executive session. Those 

present in executive session were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Walton, Dugger (via 

phone), Morrow and Land; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell (via 

phone); Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; Assistant Chief of Police George Williford; 

Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 There came on for discussion the personnel matter in the Code Office. (Chief 

Building Official Andy Berryhill was present for this part of discussion.) 

 There next came on for discussion the tax increment financing appeal. (Assistant 

City Attorney Ryan Revere was present for this discussion.) 

 The executive session was concluded and the Mayor and Board went into open 

meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board are now in open meeting. Those 

present were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger (via phone), Morrow and 

Walton; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell (via phone); City Clerk Susan Berryhill; Chief of 

Police Kerry Pittman; Assistant Chief of Police George Williford; Assistant Public Works 

Director Newt Besnon and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT – CODE OFFICE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Jacob Briar Hodges be and he is hereby offered 

full-time employment in the Code Office at a rate of $18.00 per hour, contingent upon him 

accepting the offer and undergoing a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being 

free of drugs and cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of 

employment expires on January 2, 2023, at midnight if not accepted. 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: EMPLOYMENT OFFERS 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that employment offers be placed under the Human 

Resources agenda. 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: TAX INCREMENT FINANCING APPEAL 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the Legal Department be and they are hereby 

authorized to make an offer in connection with the tax increment financing appeal with 

contingencies as discussed in executive session. 
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OTHER MATTERS COMING BEFORE THE MAYOR AND BOARD FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Chief of Police Kerry Pittman provided a copy of the monthly police report to the 
Mayor and Board of Aldermen. 

2. City Attorney Colmon Mitchell informed the Mayor and Board of Aldermen that 
the amended REDA agreement has been approved by the Attorney General’s office. 

3. Fire Chief Tim Taylor provided a copy of the monthly fire and inspections reports 
to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned to reconvene at 

1:00 o’clock p.m., Wednesday, December 21, 2022, at the City Hall at 103 College Street, 

Batesville, Mississippi. 

 In accordance with Section 25-41-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, a notice 

of said regular meeting has been posted in the City Hall and a copy of said notice follows 

these minutes. 

 

 

      ________________________________ 
      Mayor 

 

 

____________________________________ 
Clerk of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
Of the City of Batesville, Mississippi 
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NOTICE OF PLACE, DATE, HOUR AND SUBJECT MATTER 

OF AN ADJOURNED MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 The adjourned meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of 

Batesville, Mississippi, shall be held on the following subject matter at the following place, 

date, and hour, to-wit: 

 Place: City Hall, 103 College Street, Batesville, MS 38606 

 Date: On the 21st day of December, 2022    

 Hour: 1:00 p.m.       

 Subject Matter:  To transact any and all business that may be transacted at the regular 

meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.  

 The meeting may be conducted through teleconference or video means. 

Participation is available to the general public at said location. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


