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REGULAR MEETING 

DECEMBER 6, 2022 

 

 Be It Remembered that a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville was held on the first Tuesday afternoon of December, being the 6th day 

of December 2022, at 2:00 p.m., when and where were present the following, to-wit: 

 Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Stan Harrison, Dennis Land, Bill Dugger, Teddy 

Morrow and Bobby Walton. Also present were: City Clerk Susan Berryhill; City Attorney 

Colmon Mitchell; Chief Police Kerry Pittman; Assistant Chief of Police George Williford; 

Greg Smith of Mendrop Engineering Resources; Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill; 

Public Works Director David Karr; Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson; Deputy 

Chief David Tarver and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 A quorum being present, the meeting was duly opened by the Mayor and, after the 

invocation given by Walter Williams, the following business was taken up. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the agenda of December 6, 2022, was approved. 
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CITY OF BATESVILLE BOARD MEETING 
DECEMBER 6, 2022 

2:00 P.M.| CITY HALL 

AGENDA 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Hal Ferrell 
 
INVOCATION:  Rev. Walter Williams 
 
MAYOR’S WELCOME STATEMENT: “To all in attendance, pursuant to Order by the Board 
of Aldermen, adopted on March 1, 2022, in order to address the Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen, you must be on the agenda.” 
 
CONFIRMATION OR AMENDMENT TO THE AGENDA 
 
 
MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETINGS 
 

1. Regular Meeting – November 15, 2022 
2. Adjourned Meeting – November 21, 2022 

 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
1. Approval for Lieutenant Richard Lott to attend Computer Voice Stress Analyzer 
 Certification Training February 26-March 4, 2023, in Madison, Tennessee. Course 
 fee: $1,395.00 plus lodging, per diem and mileage for personal vehicle use. 
 Reimburse travel expenses if necessary. 
2. Approval for Tim Taylor, David Tarver and Travis Inman to attend the Mississippi 
 Firefighter and Chiefs Summer Conference June 1-4, 2023, in Natchez, Mississippi. 
 There  is no registration cost. Travel related expenses paid by the City. Reimburse 
 travel expenses if necessary. 
3. Approval for Newt Benson, Steve Caldwell and Levi Burns to attend the Mississippi 
 Natural Gas Trade Show and Conference in Tupelo, Mississippi, January 24-26, 2023. 
 Registration: $250.00 each plus lodging, per diem for meals and mileage if 
 necessary. Reimburse travel expenses if necessary. 
 
 
 
 
PAY REQUEST AGENDA 
 
1. Approval of payment of invoice in the amount of $42,857.53 to be made to Motorola 
 Solutions in regards to the service agreement approved October 4, 2022. 
2. Approval of payment of Invoice No: 21W10460-3 in the amount of $18,975.00 to be 
 made to Garver, LLC in regards to the Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion Study. 
3. Approval of payment in the amount of $8,000.00 to be made to Panola County 
 Humane Society for reimbursement. Copies of invoices/receipts are on file in the 
 Office of the City Clerk. 
4. Approval of payment of pay app #1/final in the amount of $1,374,160.08 to be made 
 to Gregory Companies, LLC dba Murphree Paving in connection with the Street 
 Overlay Project. (Contingent upon Change Order #1 in the amount of $7,952.13 
 being approved) 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS – 
 
 a. Variance request – Mt. Zion MB Church – set back requirements to allow a 
  new canopy addition 
 
 
VISITORS 
 
 
PERMANENT VISITORS 
 
 Panola Partnership 
 North Delta Planning and Development 
 Mendrop Engineering Resources  
 Panola County Board of Supervisors and department heads 
 State or Federal legislators representing any part of Panola County 
 Any person engaged in contractual business with the City of Batesville 
 The Panolian Jeremy Weldon or his proxy 

 
 
 
REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 

 CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – ANDY BERRYHILL 
 
 1. Monthly complaints  
 2. Monthly inspections 
 3. Planning Commission minutes – November 28, 2022 
 
 

 CHIEF OF POLICE – KERRY PITTMAN 
 
 1. Approval to sign the Extension of Memorandum of Understanding between 
  the Batesville Police Department and South Panola School District 
 2. Quotes received (electronically) – duty holsters, quick locking systems and 
  slotted belt loops 
 3. Quotes received (electronically) – weapon mounted lights 
 4. Quotes received (electronically) – police K9 single purpose lab 
 5. Approval to purchase two (2) Dodge Durango – MS State Contract   
  #8200065475 
 6. Approval to purchase one (1) Ram 1500 SSV pickup – MS State Contract  
  #8200065470  
 7. Executive Session – request to hire 

 
 
 

 CITY ATTORNEY – COLMON MITCHELL 
 
 1. Approval of Ordinance – fee for filing documents 
 
 
 

 CITY CLERK – SUSAN BERRYHILL 
 
 1. Surplus property – Library 
 2. Approval to sign software and hardware agreements – BBI, Inc. 
 3. Executive Session – request to hire 
 
 

 FIRE CHIEF – TIM TAYLOR 
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 1. Approval of Firewise board appointees 
 2. Approval of specifications and to obtain quotes – upgrade extraction  
  equipment 
  
 
 

 PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR – DAVID KARR 
 
 1. Approval of specifications and to advertise for lease/purchase of three (3) 
  backhoes and one four-wheel loader – reverse auction 
 2. Approval to purchase 1-ton truck through MS State Contract #8200065510 
  (Street) 
 3. Approval to purchase 1-ton truck through MS State Contract #8200065510 
  (Gas) 
 4. Approval to rescind Order of Minutes – Approval of Change Order,  
  November 15, 2022 and approval of new Change Order 
 5. Executive Session – request to hire (Street) and promote (Gas) 
  
 
ALLOW CLAIMS: numbers not available at time of printing 
 
 
 
OTHER MATTERS BY MAYOR OR ALDERMAN: 
 
 
 
MATTERS UNDER ADVISEMENT: 
 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
1. David Karr – request to hire (Street) and promote (Gas) 
2. Susan Berryhill – request to hire 
3. Kerry Pittman – request to hire and personnel matter 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the minutes of the November 15, 2022, regular meeting, and 

November 21, 2022, adjourned meeting, were approved. 
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IN RE: SIGNATURE SHEET FOR MEETING OF DECEMBER 6, 2022 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the consent 

agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

1. Approval for Lieutenant Richard Lott to attend Computer Voice Stress Analyzer 
 Certification Training February 26-March 4, 2023, in Madison, Tennessee. Course 
 fee: $1,395.00 plus lodging, per diem and mileage for personal vehicle use. 
 Reimburse travel expenses if necessary. 
 
2. Approval for Tim Taylor, David Tarver and Travis Inman to attend the Mississippi 
 Firefighter and Chiefs Summer Conference June 1-4, 2023, in Natchez, Mississippi. 
 There  is no registration cost. Travel related expenses paid by the City. Reimburse 
 travel expenses if necessary. 
 
3. Approval for Newt Benson, Steve Caldwell and Levi Burns to attend the Mississippi 
 Natural Gas Trade Show and Conference in Tupelo, Mississippi, January 24-26, 
 2023. Registration: $250.00 each plus lodging, per diem for meals and mileage if 
 necessary. Reimburse travel expenses if necessary. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF PAY REQUEST AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the pay request 

agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

1. Approval of payment of invoice in the amount of $42,857.53 to be made to Motorola 
 Solutions in regards to the service agreement approved October 4, 2022. The Mayor 
 and Board of Aldermen found and determined that the City is receiving current 
 benefit for the pre-payment of services. 
 
2. Approval of payment of Invoice No: 21W10460-3 in the amount of $18,975.00 to be 
 made to Garver, LLC in regards to the Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion Study. 
 
3. Approval of payment in the amount of $8,000.00 to be made to Panola County 
 Humane Society for reimbursement. Copies of invoices/receipts are on file in the 
 Office of the City Clerk. 
 
4. Approval of payment of pay app #1/final in the amount of $1,374,160.08 to be made 
 to Gregory Companies, LLC dba Murphree Paving in connection with the Street 
 Overlay Project. (Contingent upon Change Order #1 in the amount of $7,952.13 
 being approved) 
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IN RE: PUBLIC HEARING - 3:00 P.M. 
PUBLIC HEARING–MT ZION M. B. CHURCH - VARIANCE 

 
 The Mayor opened the Public Hearing and Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill 

explained the purpose of the hearing being a request from Mt Zion M. B. Church for a 

Variance from the minimum distance required from street right-of-way line to allow a new 

canopy addition. Said property is located at 100 Hoskins Road in the City of Batesville, 

Second Judicial District of Panola County, Mississippi, and is described as: 

 Parcel #3183K0000100 40001800 
 PT S ½ Lot 3 (173.2 x 130) 
 BLK 4 Original Town of Batesville 
 100 Hoskins Road 
 
and  

 Notice of said hearing having been published in the manner and for the time required 

by law as evidenced by a copy of the Proof of Publication attached hereto: 

 Tommie Bishop was present and spoke in support of this request and no one was 

present in opposition of this request.  

 Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill reported that the Planning Commission 

recommended said variance request at their meeting held on October 24, 2022. 

 The Mayor declared the hearing closed.   
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IN RE: VARIANCE REQUEST – MT ZION M. B. CHURCH 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the request from Tommie Bishop of Mt Zion M. 

B. Church for a variance from the minimum distance required from street right-of-way line 

to allow a new canopy addition located at 100 Hoskins Road, be and it is hereby granted. 



 
 

  257  DECEMBER 6, 2022 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER PROGRAM 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Chief of Police Kerry Pittman be and he is hereby 

authorized to sign the Memorandum of Understanding between the South Panola School 

District and the Batesville Police Department regarding the School Resource Officer 

Program, in the following form: 
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IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED – DUTY HOLSTERS, QUICK LOCKING  
  SYSTEMS AND SLOTTED BELT LOOPS 

 The City of Batesville received the following quotes electronically, for the purchase 

of duty holsters, quick locking systems and slotted belt loops: 

  Mid South Uniform & Supply, Inc.  $5,215.80 
  The Southern Connection   $5,847.60 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from Mid South Uniform & Supply, Inc. 

in the amount of $5,215.80 for the purchase of duty holsters, quick locking systems and 

slotted belt loops, be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best quote. A copy of said 

quotes are on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows: 
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IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED – WEAPON MOUNTED LIGHTS 

 The City of Batesville received the following quotes electronically, for weapon 

mounted lights: 

   The Southern Connection  $6,360.00 
   Mid South Uniform & Supply, Inc. $6,545.60 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from The Southern Connection in the 

amount of $6,360.00 for weapon mound lights, be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and 

best quote. A copy of said quotes are on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy of the 

accepted quotes follows: 
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IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED – SINGLE PURPOSE K9 LAB 

 The City of Batesville received the following quotes electronically, for a single 

purpose K9 lab:  

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from BlueStreak K9, LLC in the amount 

of $8,500.00 for a single purpose K9 lab be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best 

quote. Said quotes are on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote 

follows: 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO PURCHASE VEHICLES–POLICE DEPARTMENT– 
  MS STATE CONTRACT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Chief of Police Kerry Pittman be and he is hereby 

authorized to purchase two (2) Dodge Durango from Kirk Auto World in Grenada, MS in 

the amount of $37,917.00 each through MS State Contract #8200065475. 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO PURCHASE TRUCK–POLICE DEPARTMENT–  
  MS STATE CONTRACT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Chief of Police Kerry Pittman be and he is hereby 

authorized to purchase one (1) Ram 1500 SSV pickup from Landers CDJR in the amount of 

$36,540.00 through MS State Contract #8200065470. 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO ADOPT ORDINANCE – FILING FEE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Ordinance was adopted: 

  AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
  OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI, ESTABLISHING A 
  FEE FOR FILING DOCUMENTS 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Batesville, 

Mississippi, that a fee of One Dollar ($1.00) is hereby assessed for each document filed with 

any municipal official or employee who accepts documents for filing as public records as 

provided by Section 25-60-5 of the Mississippi Code of 1972 as may be amended from time 

to time. 

 The fee shall not be assessed for documents filed in Municipal Court or for privilege 

licenses and matters related thereto. 

ADOPTED, ORDAINED AND APPROVED this 6th day of December, 2022. 
 
 
      _____________________________ 
      HAL FERRELL, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
SUSAN S. BERRYHILL, CITY CLERK 
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IN RE: SURPLUS PROPERTY – LIBRARY 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon unanimous 

vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

R E S O L U T I O N 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the following equipment is obsolete and is not needed for 

municipal purposes and therefore, the equipment should be and is hereby declared to be 

surplus property and further ordered that said equipment, having no value, shall be disposed 

of as junk, described as follows, to-wit: 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO SIGN MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT - BBI, INC. 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Mayor Ferrell be and he is hereby authorized to 

sign the annual software and hardware maintenance agreement with BBI, Inc. for January 1, 

2023, through December 31, 2023, and further ordered that payment be issued to BBI, Inc. 

in the amount of $6,150.00 for the software support, due to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 

found and determined that the City is currently receiving the benefit. A copy of said 

agreement is on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy follows: 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF FIREWISE BOARD APPOINTEES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following be and they are hereby appointed to 

the City of Batesville Firewise Board: Mayor Hal Ferrell, Sergio Vergara, David Karr, Tim 

Taylor and Daniel Cole. 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF SPECIFICATIONS AND TO OBTAIN QUOTES –  
  EXTRACTION EQUIPMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following specifications be and they are hereby 

approved and further ordered that Fire Chief Tim Taylor be and he is hereby authorized to 

obtain quotes for extraction equipment: 

Batesville Fire Department  
November 2022 

Specifications for; Battery operated hydraulic extraction tools  

Scope 
Supply and deliver new and unused battery-operated hydraulic extraction units and upgrade 4 existing 
battery-operated hydraulic extraction units as specified.   

All tools shall be manufactured to meet NFPA 1936 guidelines. 

All tools and upgrades shall use 1- 18 Volt 8-amp hour, Lithium, high output Milwaukee battery. Each tool 
and each tool upgrade shall be supplied with two (2) batteries and 1 charger.  The batteries shall be the 
same as specified and as used by the construction and maintenance industry and readily available at 
Milwaukee dealers. 

Existing TNT tool upgrade. 
Supply all labor, materials and supplies to upgrade 4 existing TNT Generation 2, Storm, extrication tools 
presently operated by the Batesville Fire Department. The tools are as follows; 

1. 1-each, Cutter unit; Model ESLC.29 D, Serial Number ESLC291218 
2. 1-each, Spreader unit; Model ESL.28D, Serial Number ESL281164 
3. 2-each Combination Cutter/Spreader units; Model EBFCC.28D Serial numbers, EBFCC281220 

and EBFCC281221.  

The existing tools are presently operated by 28-volt, Milwaukee, lithium batteries.  The tools shall be 
upgraded to be operated by 1- Milwaukee 18-volt, 8-amp hour, lithium battery.  Work shall include all 
necessary electronic, motor, control, brackets and housing components as recommended by the 
manufacturer of the tool for this conversion.   The work shall be done by trained TNT technicians at the 
factory that produces the tools.    

New units and Accessories 
1. 1-each, Combination tool 
2. 2-each, 40 inch Ram unit 
3. 2-each Ram extension kits 

Combination Tool (1 unit) 
The combination cutter spreader shall be a compact multi-function unit and shall meet the following;   

Length; Not more than 37.00 Inches  
Height; Not more than  12.00 Inches  
Width; Not more than 11.00 Inchers 
Weight Including Battery; Not more than 60 LBS  
Max. Spread Distance; Not less than 17.00 Inches  
Max. Spread Force; Not less than 286,000 LBS  
Max. Blade Opening; Not less than 10.00 Inches  
Max. Cut Reach; Not less than 5.50 Inches 
Max. Cut Force; Not less than 156,000 LBS 
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Rams  (2 units) 

The Rams shall be a compact multi-function unit and shall meet the following;   
 
Closed Length; Not more than 26.00 Inches  
Extended Length; Not less than 41.00 Inches 
Stroke; Not less than 15.00 inches 
Approximate Height 10.00 Inches, Width 8.0 Inches 
Weight; Including Battery Not more than 44.00 LBS 
Max. Push Force; Not less than 37,000 LBS 
Max. Pull Force; Not less than 8,200 LBS 
Power Source18 Volt Milwaukee Battery 

Ram Extension Kits (2 units) 

The Ram Extension Kit shall include; a 6-inch, 12-inch and 18-inch extension, a foot and connector adapter, 
and a hard plastic foam filled case custom to each component of the kit.  

The extension shall meet the following specification;  

6 Inch Ram extension 

  Assembled length NLT 10.00 inches 
Maximum extend length with the above specified unit NLT 48.75 Inches 

12 Inch Ram extension 

  Assembled length NLT 16.00 Inches  
Maximum extended length with the above specified unit NLT 54.00 Inches  

18 Inch Ram extension 

  Assembled length NLT 22.00 inches  
Maximum extended length with the above specified unit NLT 60.00 Inches  

Loaner Units  
For each extraction tool returned to the factory for upgrade an equal loaner unit shall be supplied for use 
and at no cost to the Batesville Fire Department until the upgraded unit is returned.  

Warranty 
The battery-operated hydraulic units shall be covered by a Lifetime warranty as long as owned by the initial 
purchaser.  The warranty shall cover the body of the unit, electric components, motors, gear box and wiring 
harness.   

Items not covered include abuse, non-compliant alterations, and service by unauthorized technicians. 

Batteries and charger shall be covered by the standard Milwaukee warranty.  

Shipping 
All packaging and shipping cost shall be included in the quoted price.  All items shall be delivered to;  

Batesville Fire Department  
Fire Station 1 
132 Van Voris Street 
Batesville MS 38606 

 
The invoice shall be mailed to 
 
 City of Batesville  
 Attention  Accounts Payable  
 P.O. Box 689 
 Batesville MS 38606 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF SPECIFICATIONS AND TO OBTAIN BIDS –  
  BACKHOES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following specifications be and they are hereby 

approved and further ordered that advertisement for bids for said backhoes be placed in “The 

Panolian”, a legal newspaper published in the City of Batesville, Mississippi for the time and 

in the manner provided by law: 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF SPECIFICATIONS AND TO OBTAIN BIDS –  
  WHEEL LOADER 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following specifications be and they are hereby 

approved and further ordered that advertisement for bids for said wheel loader be placed in 

“The Panolian”, a legal newspaper published in the City of Batesville, Mississippi for the 

time and in the manner provided by law: 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO PURCHASE TRUCKS- MS STATE CONTRACT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Public Works Director David Karr be and he is 

hereby authorized to purchase two (2) Ford F350 (one (1) for the Street Department and one 

(1) for the Gas Department) from Landers Ford South, LLC in the amount of $49,298.00 

each through MS State Contract #8200065510. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO RESCIND ORDER OF MINUTES–CHANGE  
  ORDER 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the Minutes approving Change Order No. 1 in 

connection with the 2022 Street Overlay Project, recorded in Minute Book F-3 at Page 225 

be and it is hereby rescinded.  
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 – OVERLAY PROJECT 

 There came on for discussion the approval of the Change Order No. 1, set out below, 

in connection with the 2022 Street Overlay Project. 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and 

unanimously carried upon the affirmative vote of all board members present the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen of the City of Batesville, found and determined that the changes or 

modifications to the original contract as shown in the Change Order are necessary or would 

better serve the purpose of the City, are necessary or incidental to the completion and scope 

of the work as originally bid, are not outside the scope of the original contract, are 

commercially reasonable, are not made to circumvent the public purchasing statues and the 

increased contract amount is reasonable and ordered that said Change Order No. 1 in the 

amount of $7,952.1, shown below, be and the same is hereby approved resulting in a revised 

contract price of $1,374,160.08. 
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*Alderman Harrison recused himself from the meeting 

IN RE: ALLOW CLAIMS 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of 

Batesville, Mississippi that claims numbered 33848-34396 (includes the Co-Op) be and the 

same are hereby approved and allowed, and shall be paid by Warrant drawn on the fund 

indicated. 

 

*Alderman Harrison returned to the meeting 
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IN OPEN SESSION 

 Alderman Harrison moved that the meeting be closed to determine whether or not the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Thereafter, upon the 

affirmative votes of Aldermen Walton, Land, Dugger, Morrow and Harrison it was ordered 

that the meeting be closed in order to determine whether or not the Board should declare an 

executive session. 

 

 

 

 

IN THE CLOSED MEETING 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the meeting is closed to determine whether or not the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Present in the closed 

meeting were: Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; 

City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; 

Assistant Chief of Police George Williford and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 On motion made by Alderman Harrison, seconded by Alderman Morrow, and 

unanimously carried upon the affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Walton, Dugger, Morrow 

and Harrison it was ordered that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen go into executive session 

in order to discuss the personnel matters in the Street Department and Gas Department; bids; 

personnel matters in Supervision & Finance, Police Department; potential purchase of real 

property; tax increment financing appeal; budget increase and police matter. 
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IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will go into executive 

session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters in the Street Department and Gas 

Department; bids; personnel matters in Supervision & Finance, Police Department; potential 

purchase of real property; tax increment financing appeal; budget increase and Police 

Department matter and that the total vote on the motion to go into executive session was five 

(5) aldermen in favor and no aldermen opposed. Those present in the open meeting were 

Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Land, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; City Clerk Susan 

Berryhill; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; Assistant Chief of 

Police Goerge Williford and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 

 

IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the Mayor and Board are in executive session. Those 

present in executive session were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Walton, Dugger, 

Morrow and Land; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of 

Police Kerry Pittman; Assistant Chief of Police George Williford and Assistant City Clerk 

Shonnah Weaver. 

 There came on for discussion the personnel matter in the Street Department. (Public 

Works Director David Karr and Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson were present 

for this discussion.) 

 There next came on for discussion the personnel matter in the Gas Department. 

(Public Works Director David Karr and Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson were 

present for this discussion.) 

 There next came on for discussion the matter of bids. (Public Works Director David 

Karr and Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson were present for this discussion.) 

 There next came on for discussion the personnel matter in Supervision & Finance. 

There next came on for discussion the personnel matters in the Police Department. 

There next came on for discussion the potential purchase of real property. 
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There next came on for discussion the tax increment financing appeal. (Panola 

County Administrator Kate Victor, Assistant City Attorney Ryan Revere, Public Works 

David Karr, Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson and Panola Partnership Director 

Joe Azar were present for this discussion.) 

There next came on for discussion a budget increase. (Panola Partnership Director 

Joe Azar was present for this discussion.) 

There next came on for discussion a Police Department matter. (Chief of Police Kerry 

Pittman and Assistant Chief of Police George Williford were not present for this discussion.)  

The executive session was concluded and the Mayor and Board went into open 

meeting. 

 

 

 

IN OPEN MEETING 

The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board are now in open meeting. Those 

present were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; City 

Attorney Colmon Mitchell; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; 

Assistant Chief of Police George Williford and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT - STREET DEPARTMENT 
 
 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Jeffrey Webster be offered full-time employment 

in the Street Department at a rate of $12.00 per hour contingent upon him accepting said 

offer and undergoing a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs and 

cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires on 

December 19, 2022, at midnight if not accepted. 
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IN RE: PROMOTION – GAS DEPARTMENT 
 
 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Steve Caldwell be and he is hereby promoted to 

Gas Superintendent with a salary increase to $22.50 per hour and further ordered that William 

Langston be and he is hereby promoted to Assistant Gas Superintendent with a salary 

increase to $21.50 per hour, effective December 15, 2022. 

 

 

 

IN RE: HOSPITAL DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS 

 There came on for discussion the matter of bids received at the November 1, 2022, 

regular meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen, for the hospital drainage 

improvements.  The bids received and itemized are listed below as follows: 

  Brocato Construction Co., Inc.  $245,904.75 
  Enscor, LLC     $207,350.00 

 Having heard all bids received, upon recommendation of Public Works Director 

David Karr and upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and 

upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the bids be and they are hereby rejected.  

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT - SUPERVISION & 
FINANCE 

 
 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Addison Lawrence be offered full-time 

employment in Supervision & Finance at a rate of $12.00 per hour and further ordered that a 

cash drawer be established in the amount of $150.00, contingent upon her accepting said 

offer and undergoing a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs and 

cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires on 

December 19, 2022, at midnight if not accepted. 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT - SUPERVISION & 
FINANCE 

 
 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Mackenzie Johnson be offered full-time 

employment in Supervision & Finance at a rate of $15.00 per hour and further ordered that a 

cash drawer be established in the amount of $150.00, contingent upon her accepting said 

offer and undergoing a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs and 

cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires on 

December 19, 2022, at midnight if not accepted. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT - POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Land and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Brandi Roberson be and she is hereby offered full-

time employment in the Police Department as a dispatcher at a rate of $15.91 per hour, 

contingent upon her accepting the offer and undergoing a medical exam, psychological 

evaluation and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs and cleared for employment 

pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires on December 19, 2022, at 

midnight if not accepted. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT - POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Land and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Hunter Potts be and he is hereby offered full-time 

employment in the Police Department as a certified patrolman at a rate of $20.69 per hour, 

contingent upon him accepting the offer and undergoing a medical exam, psychological 

evaluation and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs and cleared for employment 

pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires on December 19, 2022, at 

midnight if not accepted. 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO ACCEPT RESIGNATION – POLICE   
  DEPARTMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the resignation of William Langham be and it is 

hereby accepted, effective December 5, 2022. 

 

 

 

*Alderman Stan Harrison left the meeting 

 

IN RE: POTENTIAL PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the Mayor be and he is hereby authorized to sign 

the agreement with Fowler Engineering, LLC in connection with the inspection for the 

potential purchase of real property. 

 

*Alderman Stan Harrison returned to the meeting 
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IN RE: REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL FUNDING – PANOLA   
  PARTNERSHIP 
  
 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

R E S O L U T I O N 

 WHEREAS, Mississippi House Bill No. 1837 of the 1997 Legislative Session, as 

amended by Mississippi House Bill 1587 of the 2016 Regular Legislative Session, authorizes 

the City of Batesville, Mississippi [“City”], to levy and collect the tax specified therein for 

the purpose of providing funds for the promotion of tourism, economic development, and 

industry in the City and the surrounding area, and authorizes the City to expend said funds 

for the purpose of carrying out programs and activities designed to attract visitors, tourists, 

and industry in order to promote and enhance tourism, industry, and economic development 

of the City and the surrounding area; and 

 WHEREAS, Section(s) 21-19-44 and 21-19-44.1 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as 

amended, authorizes municipal governing authorities of municipalities to appropriate, 

contribute, and donate to, or expend budgeted funds for, local economic development 

organizations; and 

 WHEREAS, Panola Partnership, Inc. is a local economic development organization 

and is a Mississippi non-profit corporation organized and existing under and by virtue of the 

laws of the State of Mississippi for the purpose of promoting and enhancing economic 

development, commerce, trade, business, education, tourism and industry in Panola County, 

Mississippi; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that 

the  Panola Partnership, Inc. is an organization to which the City may appropriate, contribute, 

and donate to, or expend budgeted funds for, pursuant to the authority of Section(s) 21-19-

44 and 21-19-44.1 of the Mississippi Code of 1972 as amended and the aforesaid House 

Bills; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that 

the City is authorized by Section(s) 21-19-44 and 21-19-44.1 and Mississippi House Bill No. 

1837 of the 1997 Legislative Session, as amended by Mississippi House Bill 1587 of the 
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2016 Regular Legislative Session, to contribute funds received from the tax authorized by 

said House Bill to the Panola Partnership, Inc.  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville, Mississippi, as follows: 

      1. 

 That the recitations set forth above are true and correct. 

      2. 

 That the City of Batesville shall set aside and appropriate from the City’s tourism and 

industry promotion tax fund and expend and contribute such funds to the Panola Partnership, 

Inc. in the amount of $15,000.00, and the City Clerk is authorized to do so. 

 RESOLVED, this the 6th day of December, 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  No action was taken on the tax increment financing appeal nor the police      
   department matter. 
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OTHER MATTERS COMING BEFORE THE MAYOR AND BOARD FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill provided copies of the monthly inspection 
list, monthly complaint list and the Planning Commission meeting minutes of 
November 28, 2022, to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned to reconvene at 

2:00 o’clock p.m., Tuesday, December 20, 2022, at the City Hall at 103 College Street, 

Batesville, Mississippi. 

 In accordance with Section 25-41-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, a notice 

of said regular meeting has been posted in the City Hall and a copy of said notice follows 

these minutes. 

 

 

      ________________________________ 
      Mayor 

 

 

____________________________________ 
Clerk of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
Of the City of Batesville, Mississippi 
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NOTICE OF PLACE, DATE, HOUR AND SUBJECT MATTER 

OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 The regular meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Batesville, 

Mississippi, shall be held on the following subject matter at the following place, date, and 

hour, to-wit: 

 Place: City Hall, 103 College Street, Batesville, MS 38606 

 Date: On the 20th day of December, 2022    

 Hour: 2:00 p.m.       

 Subject Matter:  To transact any and all business that may be transacted at the regular 

meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.  

 The meeting may be conducted through teleconference or video means. Participation 

is available to the general public at said location. 
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