
  
 

       
133 

 
OCTOBER 18, 2022 

REGULAR MEETING 

OCTOBER 18, 2022 

 

 Be It Remembered that a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville was held on the third Tuesday afternoon of October, being the 18th 

day of October 2022, at 2:00 p.m., when and where were present the following, to-wit: 

 Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Stan Harrison, Dennis Land, Bill Dugger, Teddy 

Morrow and Bobby Walton. Also present were: City Clerk Susan Berryhill; City Attorney 

Colmon Mitchell; Chief Police Kerry Pittman; Assistant Chief of Police George Williford; 

Greg Smith of Mendrop Engineering Resources; Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill; 

Public Works Director David Karr; Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson; Fire 

Chief Tim Taylor; Deputy Chief David Tarver; Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver and 

Jeremy Weldon of The Panolian. 

 A quorum being present, the meeting was duly opened by the Mayor and, after the 

invocation given by Newt Benson, the following business was taken up. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the agenda of October 18, 2022, was approved with the addition of 

discussing lighting at the Civic Center. 
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CITY OF BATESVILLE BOARD MEETING 
OCTOBER 18, 2022 

2:00 P.M.| CITY HALL 

AGENDA 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Hal Ferrell 
 
INVOCATION: Jeremy Weldon 
 
MAYOR’S WELCOME STATEMENT: “To all in attendance, pursuant to Order by the 
Board of Aldermen, adopted on March 1, 2022, in order to address the Mayor and Board 
of Aldermen, you must be on the agenda.” 
 
CONFIRMATION OR AMENDMENT TO THE AGENDA 
 
 
MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETINGS 
 

1. Regular Meeting – October 4, 2022 
 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
1. Approval for City Officials and personnel to attend the Mississippi Economic 
 Council 21st  Annual Hobnob Mississippi 2022 October 27, 2022, in Jackson, 
 Mississippi with expenses covered by the City. Reimburse travel expenses if 
 necessary. 
 
2. Approval for David Karr to attend the Damage Prevention Summit November 2-4, 
 2022,  in Biloxi, Mississippi. Late registration: $349.00 plus lodging and per 
 diem for meals. Reimburse travel expenses if necessary. 
 
3. Approval for James Snyder to attend the Mississippi Building Officials Association 
 Mid-Winter Conference November 30-December 2, 2022, in Natchez, 
 Mississippi. Registration: $200.00 plus lodging and per diem for meals. 
 Reimburse travel expenses if  necessary. 
 
 
 
 
PAY REQUEST AGENDA 
 
1. Approval of payment of Invoice No. 21W10460-2 in the amount of $9,550.00 to 
 be made to Garver, LLC in connection with the Wastewater Treatment Plant 
 Expansion Study. (Board approved April 5, 2022) 

2. Approval of Pay Application #4 in the amount of $147,866.81 to be made to 
 Brocato Construction Co., Inc. in connection with the Sanitary Sewer & 
 Forcemain Improvements Project. 

3. Approval of Pay Application No. 8 in the amount of $59,246.75 to be made to 
 Russell Contracting, LLC in connection with the Public Works shop. 
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HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
1. Approval to accept the retirement of Larry “Bubba” Fennell, effective December 
 15, 2022. 
 
2. Approval to accept the resignation John Gregory of the Police Department, 
 effective October 13, 2022. 
 
3. Approval to accept the resignation of part-time employee Emma Bainer, effective 
 October 4, 2022. 

 
 
VISITORS 
 
1. Edna Richardson 
2. Shalonda Ford 
3. Deloris Fields 
4. Mary Murphy 
5. Layla Gibson 
 
 
 
PERMANENT VISITORS 
 
 Panola Partnership 
 North Delta Planning and Development 
 Mendrop Engineering Resources  
 Panola County Board of Supervisors and department heads 
 State or Federal legislators representing any part of Panola County 
 Any person engaged in contractual business with the City of Batesville 
 The Panolian Jeremy Weldon or his proxy 

 
 
 
REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 

 CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – ANDY BERRYHILL 
 
 1. License Commission Meeting Minutes – October 11, 2022 
 2. Small Cell Nodes 
 3. Approval to increase monthly amount -  Planning/License Commission 
 
 

 CHIEF OF POLICE – KERRY PITTMAN 
 
 1. Approval to purchase ammunition – MS State Contract 
 2. Approval to adopt the Internship Program policy 
 3. Monthly report 

  
 

 CITY ATTORNEY – COLMON MITCHELL 
 
 1. Possible amendment to August 16, 2022, Minutes 
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 CITY CLERK – SUSAN BERRYHILL 
 
 1. Approval to accept the Municipal Compliance Questionnaire 
 2. Acknowledge Certificate of Attendance – Allison Payne 
 3. Panola County Humane Society agreement 
 4. Approval to adopt amended budget 
 5. Re-establish cash drawers 
  

 
 

 FIRE CHIEF – TIM TAYLOR 
 
 1. Approval to purchase portable light tower 
 2. Executive Session – personnel matter 
 
 
 

 PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR – DAVID KARR 
 
 1. Request for water and gas service outside the city limits – Larry Cole, Jr at 
 2. Request for water service outside the city limits – Chad Tidwell at 3700 Mt 
  Olivet Road 
  
 
 
OTHER MATTERS BY MAYOR OR ALDERMAN: 
 
  
 
 
MATTERS UNDER ADVISEMENT: 
 
 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
1. Kerry Pittman – request to hire 
2. David Karr – request to hire (Civic Center) 
3. Tim Taylor – personnel matter 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the minutes of the October 4, 2022, regular meeting, were approved. 
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IN RE: SIGNATURE SHEET FOR MEETING OF OCTOBER 18, 2022 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the consent 

agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

1. Approval for City Officials and personnel to attend the Mississippi Economic 
 Council 21st  Annual Hobnob Mississippi 2022 October 27, 2022, in Jackson, 
 Mississippi with expenses covered by the City. Reimburse travel expenses if 
 necessary. 
 
2. Approval for David Karr to attend the Damage Prevention Summit November 2-4, 
 2022,  in Biloxi, Mississippi. Late registration: $349.00 plus lodging and per 
 diem for meals. Reimburse travel expenses if necessary. 
 
3. Approval for James Snyder to attend the Mississippi Building Officials Association 
 Mid-Winter Conference November 30-December 2, 2022, in Natchez, 
 Mississippi. Registration: $200.00 plus lodging and per diem for meals. 
 Reimburse travel expenses if  necessary. 
 
 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF PAY REQUEST AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the pay request 

agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

1. Approval of payment of Invoice No. 21W10460-2 in the amount of $9,550.00 to 
 be made to Garver, LLC in connection with the Wastewater Treatment Plant 
 Expansion Study. (Board approved April 5, 2022) 

2. Approval of Pay Application #4 in the amount of $147,866.81 to be made to 
 Brocato Construction Co., Inc. in connection with the Sanitary Sewer & 
 Forcemain Improvements Project. 

3. Approval of Pay Application No. 8 in the amount of $59,246.75 to be made to 
 Russell Contracting, LLC in connection with the Public Works shop. 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF HUMAN RESOURCES AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the Human 

Resources agenda be and they are hereby approved: 

1. Approval to accept the retirement of Larry “Bubba” Fennell, effective December 
 15, 2022. 
 
2. Approval to accept the resignation John Gregory of the Police Department, 
 effective October 13, 2022. 
 
3. Approval to accept the resignation of part-time employee Emma Bainer, effective 
 October 4, 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: EDNA RICHARDSON – 205 DRAPER STREET 

 The Mayor recognized Edna Richardson of 205 Draper Street who appeared before 

the Mayor and Board of Aldermen requesting assistance with loud noise, speeding, fighting 

and littering on her street. She also requested having neighborhood watch signs, no littering 

signs as well as a camera placed on her street. 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that speed bumps be placed on King Street, Deaton 

Street and Draper Street.  
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IN RE: CONTRIBUTION TO PANOLA PARTNERSHIP 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 

R E S O L U T I O N 
 

 WHEREAS, Mississippi House Bill No. 1837 of the 1997 Legislative Session, as 

amended by Mississippi House Bill 1587 of the 2016 Regular Legislative Session, 

authorizes the City of Batesville, Mississippi [“City”], to levy and collect the tax specified 

therein for the purpose of providing funds for the promotion of tourism, economic 

development, and industry in the City and the surrounding area, and authorizes the City to 

expend said funds for the purpose of carrying out programs and activities designed to attract 

visitors, tourists, and industry in order to promote and enhance the tourism, industry, and 

economic development of the City and the surrounding area; and 

 WHEREAS, Section(s) 21-19-44 and 21-19-44.1 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, 

as amended, authorizes municipal governing authorities of municipalities to appropriate, 

contribute, and donate to, or expend budgeted funds for, local economic development 

organizations; and 

 WHEREAS, Panola Partnership, Inc. is a Mississippi non-profit corporation 

organized and existing under and by virtue of the laws of the State of Mississippi for the 

purpose of promoting economic development, commerce, trade, business, education, and 

industry in Panola County, Mississippi; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that 

Panola Partnership, Inc. is an organization to which the City may appropriate, contribute, 

and donate to, or expend budgeted funds for, pursuant to the authority of Section(s) 21-19-

44 and 21-19-44.1 of the Mississippi Code of 1972 as amended; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that 

monies contributed to Panola Partnership, Inc. pursuant to Section(s) 21-19-44 and 21-19-

44.1 are used for the purpose of carrying out programs and activities designed to attract 

visitors, tourists, and industry in order to promote and enhance the tourism, industry, and 

economic development of the City and the surrounding area; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find and determine that 

the City is authorized by Section(s) 21-19-44 and 21-19-44.1 and Mississippi House Bill 
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No. 1837 of the 1997 Legislative Session, as amended by Mississippi House Bill 1587 of 

the 2016 Regular Legislative Session, to contribute funds received from the tax authorized 

by said House Bill to Panola Partnership, Inc. for the purposes set forth above. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville, Mississippi, as follows: 

      1. 

 That the recitations set forth above are true and correct. 

      2.  

 That the City of Batesville shall set aside and appropriate from the City’s tourism 

and industry promotion tax fund and expend and contribute such funds to the Panola 

Partnership, Inc. in the amount of $5,000.00, and the City Clerk is authorized to do so. 

 RESOLVED, this the 18th day of October, 2022. 
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IN RE: SMALL CELL NODES 

 Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill provided locations where C-Spire is 

requesting placing small cell nodes. 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the above request be and it is hereby taken under 

advisement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF MONTHLYCOMPENSATION INCREASE –  
  PLANNING/LICENSE COMMISSION 

 Upon recommendation of Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill and upon motion 

of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon unanimous vote taken, it 

was ordered that the monthly compensation amount be increased from $50.00 per month to 

$75.00 per month, effective October 1, 2022. 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO PURCHASE AMMUNITION – MS STATE   
  CONTRACT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Chief of Police Kerry Pittman be and he is hereby 

authorized to purchase ammunition from Precision Delta Corporation in the amount of 

$8,645.53through MS State Contract #8200062305. 
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OCTOBER 18, 2022 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO ADOPT POLICY – INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 

 Upon recommendation of Chief of Police Kerry Pittman and upon motion of 

Alderman Land and second of Alderman Dugger and upon unanimous vote taken,  it was 

ordered that the standard policies and procedures – Internship Program in the Batesville 

Police Department be and it is hereby adopted. A copy of said policy follows: 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO AMEND ORDER OF MINUTES – EROSION  
  CONTROL AT INDIAN MOUNDS 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered to amend the order adopted on August 16, 2022, by 

deleting “that the City will pay up to $100,000.00 for a feasibility study in connection with 

the Corps of Engineers in regard to the erosion control at the Indian Mounds,” and replacing 

that language with “that after the Corps of Engineers pays the first $100,000.00 of the costs 

for a feasibility study in connection with the Corps of Engineers in regard to the erosion 

control at the Indian Mounds then the City will consider whether or not it will pay costs for 

such study in excess of that $100,000.00 spent by the Corps of Engineers.” 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: MOTOROLA AGREEMENT – POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen acknowledged confirmation of 

approval by City Attorney Colmon Mitchell in regard to the Motorola Agreement with the 

Standard Contract Addendum being attached.   
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IN RE: APPROVAL FOR MAYOR TO SIGN AMENDED AND RESTATED                                                                              
  ALLIANCE AGREEMENT 
 
 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following amended and restated alliance 

agreement be and it is hereby approved with the changes and further ordered that the Mayor 

be and he is hereby authorized to sign said agreement: 

  



 
 
 
152 OCTOBER 18, 2022 
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IN RE: ACCEPTANCE OF THE MUNICIPAL COMPLIANCE 
QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow, seconded by Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the City Clerk and the Mayor be and they are 

hereby authorized to sign the Municipal Compliance Questionnaire for the year ending 

September 30, 2022, and further ordered that the same be accepted by the Board as prepared.  

A copy of the Municipal Compliance Questionnaire is on file in the Office of the City Clerk. 
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IN RE: ACKNOWLEDGE CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDANCE – ALLISON 
PAYNE 

 
 Upon recommendation of City Clerk Susan Berryhill and upon motion of Alderman 

Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon unanimous vote taken, the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen acknowledged the Certificate of Attendance awarded to Allison Payne 

for the 2022 Municipal Court Clerks Continuing Education Course. A copy of said 

certificate is on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy follows: 

 

 



 
 
 
156 OCTOBER 18, 2022 

 

  

IN RE: PANOLA COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY AGREEMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, pursuant to the Agreement between the City and Panola County 

Humane Society dated September 21, 2021,  it was ordered that Mayor Ferrell be and he is 

hereby authorized to sign the renewal agreement for another one (1) year term. A copy of 

said agreement is on file in the Clerk’s office and a copy follows: 

AGREEMENT 
 
 WHEREAS, the CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI [“CITY”] operates a dog 

pound [“Pound”] as provided by MCA §21-19-9 and the PANOLA COUNTY HUMANE 

SOCIETY [“PCHS”] voluntarily provides care, spay/neuter services, and medicines for 

the dogs that are removed to and/or surrendered to PCHS by residents living inside the 

City; and 

 WHEREAS, the CITY desires to help with the cost of such medicines as 

hereinafter set out. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, for good and valuable consideration, the receipt and 

sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, the CITY and PCHS agree as follows: 

1. 

 PCHS will purchase at its own expense medicines, vaccines, and veterinary 

services necessary to be administered to the dogs housed at the City Pound.  Medicines 

and vaccines that PCHS will purchase include, but are not limited to, medicines necessary 

for the treatment and/or prevention of worms, mange, ringworm or hair loss, parvo, 

coccidia, other intestinal parasites, fleas, and other diseases and conditions, heartworm test 

kits, K9 Parvo test kits, vaccines (including but not limited to rabies) for dogs, and/or 

spay/neuter, topicals, and orals.  PCHS will be responsible for and shall pay the tech fees 

and the biohazard fees incurred any time a needle is used on an animal. 

2. 

 The City will reimburse PCHS its expenses for such medicines and vaccines up to 

but not exceeding a total reimbursement by the CITY of Eight Thousand and no/100 

Dollars ($8,000.00) during the term of this Agreement.  In order to be reimbursed PCHS 

must submit to the City Clerk copies of all invoices for the purchase of any of the 
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aforesaid medicines, vaccines, fees, and veterinary services incurred for which PCHS 

seeks reimbursement.  These invoices will be submitted by the PCHS to the City Clerk at 

such time designated by the City Clerk so that they may be placed on the claims docket 

for the first meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen held each month. 

3. 

 The term of this Agreement shall be for a period of one (1) year from the date 

hereof.  This Agreement will expire at 12:01 a.m. on the first anniversary date of this 

Agreement.  

4. 

 This Agreement may not be modified except in writing signed by both parties. 

5. 

 This Agreement shall be interpreted in accordance with the laws of the State of 

Mississippi. 

6. 

 Any notice or communication required or permitted under this Agreement shall be 

in writing and sufficiently given if delivered in person or by certified mail, return receipt 

requested, to the address of the parties as set forth below: 

 City of Batesville, Mississippi 
 P. O. Box 689 
 Batesville, MS  38606 
 
 Panola County Humane Society 
 P. O. Box 1756 
 Batesville, MS  38606 
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7. 

 Neither party may assign or transfer this Agreement without the prior written 

consent of the non-assigning party, which approval shall not be unreasonably withheld. 

8. 

 The City may cancel this Agreement without liability if there should arise any 

controlling legal authority that would prohibit the City from performing this Agreement. 

 Dated this the 18th day of October 2022. 

 

      CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 
 
 
      By: _________________________________ 
             Hal Ferrell, Mayor 
 
 
      PANOLA COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY 
 
 
      By: _________________________________ 
             President Signature  
 
             _________________________________ 

       Print Name 
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IN RE: ADOPTION OF AMENDED BUDGET - FISCAL YEAR ENDING 
9/30/2022 

 
 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the Budget Amendments, as discussed, be and 

they are hereby adopted. A copy of said amendments are on file in the Office of the City 

Clerk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
IN RE: RE-ESTABLISH AND REPLENISH CASH DRAWERS 
 
 Upon motion of Alderman Land and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that cash drawers be re-established and that shortages 

and/or overages in any drawers be corrected as follows: 
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IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED - PORTABLE LIGHT TOWER - FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 

 
 The City of Batesville received the following quotes for a portable light tower for 

use in the Batesville Fire Department: 

   Taylor Power Systems  $13,500.00 
   Thompson Caterpillar   $14,973.17 

 Upon motion of Alderman Land and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from Taylor Power Systems in the 

amount of $13,500.00 be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best quote for a portable 

light tower for use in the Batesville Fire Department ($13,500.00 covered by a Homeland 

Security Grant). A copy of said quotes are on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy 

of the accepted quote follows: 
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IN RE: EXTENSION OF CITY UTILITIES OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS – 
LARRY G. COLE, JR. - 505 MT OLIVET ROAD 

 
 There came on for discussion the matter of a request for water and gas services for 

Larry G. Cole, Jr., located at 505 Mt. Olivet Road, outside the city limits of Batesville. 

 Upon recommendation of Public Works Director David Karr and upon motion of 

Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon unanimous vote taken, it was 

ordered that city water services only be provided to Larry G. Cole, Jr.’s property located at 

505 Mt. Olivet Road, contingent upon and subject to him paying $2,074.00 for said service 

in advance of such extension. A copy of the total amount owed by Larry G. Cole, Jr., is as 

follows: 
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IN RE: EXTENSION OF CITY UTILITIES OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS – 
CHAD TIDWELL – 3700 MT OLIVET ROAD 

 
 There came on for discussion the matter of a request for water services for Chad 

Tidwell, located at 3700 Mt. Olivet Road, outside the city limits of Batesville. 

 Upon recommendation of Public Works Director David Karr and upon motion of 

Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Morrow and upon unanimous vote taken, it was 

ordered that city water services be provided to Chad Tidwell’s property located at 3700 Mt. 

Olivet Road, contingent upon and subject to him paying $1,112.85 for said service in 

advance of such extension. A copy of the total amount owed by Chad Tidwell, is as follows: 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE – CIVIC CENTER LIGHTING 

 Upon recommendation of Public Works Director David Karr and upon motion of 

Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon unanimous vote taken, it 

was ordered that the City Clerk publish an advertisement in The Panolian, a legal newspaper 

published in Batesville, Mississippi, once each week for not less than two consecutive 

weeks that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will receive competitive bids, for lighting at 

the Batesville Civic Center, at City Hall, 103 College Street Batesville, Mississippi and 

further ordered that the specifications be and they are hereby approved and are on file in the 

Office of the City Clerk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL FOR WATER ADJUSTMENT – HALLMARK FORD 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that a water adjustment, in the amount of $6,130.83, 

be issued to Hallmark Ford, due to a water leak. 
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IN OPEN SESSION 

 Alderman Harrison moved that the meeting be closed to determine whether or not 

the Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Thereafter, upon 

the affirmative votes of Aldermen Walton, Land, Dugger, Morrow and Harrison it was 

ordered that the meeting be closed in order to determine whether or not the Board should 

declare an executive session. 

 

 

 

 

IN THE CLOSED MEETING 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the meeting is closed to determine whether or not the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Present in the closed 

meeting were: Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; 

City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; Assistant Chief of Police 

George Williford; Public Works Director David Karr; Assistant Public Works Director 

Newt Benson and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 On motion made by Alderman Dugger, seconded by Alderman Morrow, and 

unanimously carried upon the affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Walton, Dugger, 

Morrow and Harrison it was ordered that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen go into 

executive session in order to discuss personnel matters in the Fire Department, Police 

Department, Gas Department and Civic Center; a sewer contract and an ordinance. 
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IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will go into executive 

session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters in the Fire Department, Police 

Department, Gas Department and Civic Center; a sewer contract and an ordinance and that 

the total vote on the motion to go into executive session was five (5) aldermen in favor and 

no aldermen opposed. Those present in the open meeting were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen 

Harrison, Land, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; City Attorney 

Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; Assistant Chief of Police George 

Williford; Public Works Director David Karr; Assistant Public Works Director Newt 

Benson and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 

 

IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the Mayor and Board are in executive session. Those 

present in executive session were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Walton, Dugger, 

Morrow and Land; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of 

Police Kerry Pittman; Assistant Chief of Police George Williford; Public Works Director 

David Karr; Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson and Assistant City Clerk 

Shonnah Weaver. 

 There came on for discussion the personnel matters in the Fire Department. (Fire 

Chief Tim Taylor, Deputy Chief David Tarver and fireman Desmond Sibert were present 

for a period of time during this part of discussion.) 

 There next came on for discussion the personnel matter in the Police Department.  

 There next came on for discussion the Gas Department. 

 There next came on for discussion the Civic Center. 

 There next came on for discussion the sewer contract. 

 There next came on for discussion of an ordinance. 

The executive session was concluded and the Mayor and Board went into open 

meeting. 
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IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board are now in open meeting. Those 

present were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Dugger, Morrow and Walton; City 

Attorney Colmon Mitchell; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; 

Assistant Chief of Police George Williford; Public Works Director David Karr; Assistant 

Public Works Director Newt Benson and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO TERMINATE EMPLOYMENT – FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 

 
 Upon recommendation of Fire Chief Tim Taylor and upon motion of Alderman 

Walton and second of Alderman Morrow and upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered 

that Fire Department employee Desmond Sibert be and he is hereby terminated for cause, 

effective immediately for the reasons discussed in Executive Session and set out in the 

written notice and as set out in his personnel file. Mr. Sibert was present and informed of 

the action taken.  

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT–POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Damien Harbin be and he is hereby offered full-

time employment as a Telecommunications Officer/Dispatcher in the Police Department at 

a rate of $15.91 per hour, contingent upon him accepting the offer and undergoing a medical 

exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs and cleared for employment 

pursuant thereto; the pre-employment psychological exam is waived due to his recent 

employment with the Batesville Police Department, and that said offer of employment 

expires on October 31, 2022, at midnight if not accepted. 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OFFER EMPLOYMENT – GAS DEPARTMENT 

 Upon recommendation of Public Works Direction David Karr and upon motion of 

Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon unanimous vote taken, it was 

ordered that Kenneth Hubbard be and he is hereby offered part-time employment in the Gas 

Department at a rate of $25.00 per hour, contingent upon him accepting the offer and 

undergoing a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs and cleared 

for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires on October 31, 

2022, at midnight if not accepted. 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT – CIVIC CENTER 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Michael Webster be and he is hereby offered full-

time employment at the Batesville Civic Center at a rate of $17.00 per hour, contingent 

upon him accepted the offer and undergoing a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test 

and being free of drugs and cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of 

employment expires on October 31, 2022, at midnight if not accepted. 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT – CIVIC CENTER 

 Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Rodney Holley be and he is hereby offered 

employment as a consultant/promoter at a rate of $3,000.00 per month, effective November 

1, 2022.  
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO SIGN CONTRACT – MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR 
  SEWER 

 There came on for discussion the matter of the contract from Garver, LLC, in 

connection with the sewer improvements on Martin Luther King, Jr. City Attorney Colmon 

Mitchell stated that he had reviewed  and approved the contract.  

 Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Morrow and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the Mayor be and he is hereby authorized to sign 

the Martin Luther King, Jr. Sewer contract between the City of Batesville and Garver, LLC. 

A copy of said contract is on file in the Office of the City Clerk. 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE:  APPROVAL TO RESCIND ORDINANCE – VIDEOING IN CITY  
  BUILDINGS 

 Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Walton and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the ordinance “Videoing in City Buildings”, 

adopted July 19, 2022, recorded in Minute Book E-3 at Page 651 be and it is hereby 

rescinded. 
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OTHER MATTERS COMING BEFORE THE MAYOR AND BOARD FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill provided copies of the License Commission 
meeting minutes of October 11, 2022, to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen. 

2. Chief of Police Kerry Pittman provided a copy of the monthly police report to the 
Mayor and Board of Aldermen. 

3. Chief of Police Kerry Pittman stated that the speed limits on Highway 6 east and 
west were being addressed by the Mississippi Department of Transportation. 

4. Alderman Harrison asked Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill to find out who 
owns the rental houses on Deaton Street, Draper Street and King Street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



  
 

       
171 

 
OCTOBER 18, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned to reconvene at 

2:00 o’clock p.m., Tuesday, November 1, 2022, at the City Hall at 103 College Street, 

Batesville, Mississippi. 

 In accordance with Section 25-41-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, a notice 

of said regular meeting has been posted in the City Hall and a copy of said notice follows 

these minutes. 

 

 

      ________________________________ 
      Mayor 

 

 

____________________________________ 
Clerk of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
Of the City of Batesville, Mississippi 
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NOTICE OF PLACE, DATE, HOUR AND SUBJECT MATTER 

OF A REGULAR  MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

________________________________________________________________________
_ 

 

 The regular meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Batesville, 

Mississippi, shall be held on the following subject matter at the following place, date, and 

hour, to-wit: 

 Place: City Hall, 103 College Street, Batesville, MS 38606 

 Date: On the 1st day of November, 2022    

 Hour: 2:00 p.m.       

 Subject Matter:  To transact any and all business that may be transacted at the regular 

meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.  

 The meeting may be conducted through teleconference or video means. 

Participation is available to the general public at said location. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


