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REGULAR  MEETING
      

MAY 3, 2022

Be It Remembered that a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the

City of Batesville was held on the first Tuesday afternoon of May, being the 3  day of May,rd

2022, at 2:00 p.m., when and where were present the following, to-wit: 

Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Dennis Land, Bill Dugger, Stan Harrison, Teddy Morrow 

and Bobby Walton and City Clerk Susan Berryhill. Also present were: City Attorney Colmon

Mitchell; Chief of Police Kerry Pittman; Assistant Chief of Police George Williford; Blake

Mendrop and Greg Smith of Mendrop Engineering Resources; Chief Building Official Andy

Berryhill; Public Works Director David Karr; Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson;

Fire Chief Tim Taylor; Deputy Chief David Tarver; Parks and Recreation Director Heath

Fullilove; Civic Center Director Roy Hyde and Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver.

A quorum being present, the meeting was duly opened by the Mayor and, after the

invocation given by Jonathan Garner, the following business was taken up.

IN RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon

unanimous vote taken, the agenda of May 3, 2022, was approved with the addition of quotes for

the concrete at the Public Works Shop.
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon

unanimous vote taken, the minutes of the April 19, 2022, regular meeting, were approved.
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IN RE: SIGNATURE SHEET FOR MEETING OF MAY 3, 2022

The following were present at the meeting on May 3, 2022, of the Mayor and Board of

Aldermen:
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and of Alderman Land and upon unanimous vote

taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the consent agenda be and they are

hereby approved:

1. Approval for Newt Benson, Gary Snider and Tyler Arnold to attend Mississippi Rural
Water Association Water Short Course, July 18-21, 2022, in Senatobia, Mississippi.
Registration: $250.00 per person. They will travel in a city vehicle. Lunch expense will
be reimbursed through petty cash with applicable receipt, not to exceed $15.00 each, per
day. Reimburse travel expenses if necessary.

2. Approval for Robert Duncan, Mark Shields, Gary Snider, David Karr and Kevin
Hodges to attend the Mississippi Rural Water Association Annual Management and
Technical Conference and Exhibition, May 31-June 3, 2022, in Biloxi, Mississippi.
Registration: $250.00 per person plus lodging, per diem for meals and mileage if
necessary. Reimburse travel expenses if necessary.

3. Approval for Jacob Broome and Cordarius Givens to attend Rope-I (Awareness and
Operations) at the Mississippi Fire Academy June 13-16, 2022, and to allow an alternate
if one is unable to attend. Course fee: $365.00 each, which includes dorm room, plus per
diem for meals. They will travel in a city vehicle. Reimburse travel expenses if necessary.

4. Approval for Jordan Inman and Zachary McCrite to attend Rope-I (Awareness and
Operations) at the Mississippi Fire Academy May 23-26, 2022, and to allow an alternate
if one is unable to attend. Course fee: $365.00 each, which includes dorm room, plus per
diem for meals. They will travel in a city vehicle. Reimburse travel expenses if necessary.

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF PAY REQUEST AGENDA

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the pay request

agenda be and they are hereby approved:

1. Approval to submit payment to Travelers in the amount of $384,825.00 relative to the

City’s general liability insurance and $6,938.00 relative to the City’s cyber coverage.

2. Approval to submit payment to Washington Holcomb Tractor Company, LLC in the

amount of $11,368.92 for repair work done on a tractor used in the Street Department.

3. Approval of Pay App #23 to be made to Century Construction Group in the amount of

$110,991.09 relative to the Concourse.

4. Approval of Pay App #24 to be made to Century Construction Group in the amount of

$21,547.50 relative to the Concourse.
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF HUMAN RESOURCES AGENDA

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the Human

Resources agenda be and they are hereby approved:

1. Approval to accept the resignation of Sergeant Marley Newton, effective April 26, 2022.

2. Approval to accept the resignation of Civic Center employee Michael Webster, effective
April 7, 2022.

3. Approval to accept the resignation of John Forrest Franklin, effective April 25, 2022.

IN RE: CONCERNED CITIZEN 

The Mayor recognized Gloria Tucker and Regina Druetto who appeared before the Mayor

and Board of Aldermen to invite them to a “Meet your Alderman” meet and greet to be held on

May 23, 2022, at the Panola County Extension building 6:00 p.m.-7:15 p.m. Ms. Druetto also

requested that Gloria Tucker, president of the Panola County NAACP, be added to the permanent

visitor list.

Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Morrow and upon the

following votes taken, the motion to add Ms. Tucker to the permanent visitor list failed:

Alderman Walton - Aye; Alderman Morrow - Aye; Alderman Harrison - Nay; Alderman Dugger

- Nay and Alderman Land - Nay. 
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IN RE: MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN USE PERMIT - BIANCA
RICHMOND - 126 PUBLIC SQUARE

The Mayor recognized Trey Lamar, attorney for Aberdeen Holdings, LLC, owner of 126

Public Square, who appeared before the Mayor and Board of Aldermen requesting

reconsideration of a motion that died for lack of a second relative to a Mayor and Board of

Aldermen Use Permit made by Bianca Richmond for use as a gathering place to host meetings,

small birthday parties for children and adults, corporate events, and pop up shops for small

businesses, etc., which appears to be a use under #5.400 of the table of uses in the Batesville

Zoning Ordinances.

No action was taken on the matter discussed.

IN RE: GEORGE WATTERS - TUBBS ROAD

The Mayor recognized George Watters who appeared before the Mayor and Board of

Aldermen requesting street lights and that the grass be cut in the ditches near his property located

at 429 Tubbs Road.

Alderman Harrison made a motion regarding the above and later withdrew his motion.

Tallahatchie Valley Electric Power Association will look to see if a light pole will need to be

added and how many lights will need to be added.
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF LETTER OF AGREEMENT - REDISTRICTING

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the Letter of Agreement for Planning and Consulting

Services between the City of Batesville and Slaughter & Associates, PLLC be and it is hereby

approved. A copy of said agreement is on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy follows: 
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IN RE: REAL PROPERTY

The Mayor recognized Panola Partnership Director Joe Azar who appeared before the

Mayor and Board of Alderman requesting the City to authorize City Engineer Blake Mendrop

to survey the narrow strip of property located between Zaxby’s and Batesville Civic Center.

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that City Engineer Blake Mendrop be and he is hereby

authorized to survey the narrow strip of property located between Zaxby’s and Batesville Civic

Center.

IN RE: DOWNTOWN BUSINESS DISTRICT USE PERMIT - CAMERON
WILKS

Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill presented to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen

the Mayor and Board of Aldermen Use Permit for Cameron Wilks - Flamingo Bar & Grill,

located at 125 ½ Public Square, for use #8.000 - restaurant bar and grill, which is up for six (6)

month re-evaluation. Mr. Wilks was present and spoke in support of said request. 

Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Morrow and upon unanimous

vote taken, it was ordered a Downtown Business District Use Permit be extended to Cameron

Wilks - Flamingo Bar & Grill for the use stated above and that after six (6) months this permit

will be re-evaluated.
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IN RE: PUBLIC HEARING - 3:00 P.M.
PUBLIC HEARING - CHICK FIL A - CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT

The Mayor opened the Public Hearing and Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill

explained the purpose of the hearing being a request from Chick-Fil-A for a conditional use

permit to allow Use #2.240 Sales from temporary or portable buildings, tent or other structures

for sales of fresh lemonade, fried pies, and fudge in a C-2, Commercial zone at Mid-Town

Market Shopping Center on Hwy. 6, East. Said real property is owned by F.W. Loden, III and

is lying and situated in the City of Batesville, Second Judicial District of Panola County,

Mississippi, and is more particularly described as follows, to-wit:

Lot (93.8x400) part of the Southeast Quarter of the 
Southwest Quarter north of Hwy. 6, East located in 
Section 9, Township 9 South, Range 7 West in the
City of Batesville, Second Judicial District of Panola
County, Mississippi at Mid-Town Market Shopping 
Center

and

Notice of said hearing having been published in the manner and for the time required by

law as evidenced by a copy of the Proof of Publication attached hereto:

Lance Reed and Panola Partnership Director Joe Azar were present and spoke in support

of this request.

Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill reported that the Planning Commission

recommended at their meeting held on March 28, 2022, the conditional use permit be granted

for a one (1) year period.

No one was present in opposition to the request. 

The Mayor declared the hearing closed.
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IN RE: CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT - CHICK FIL A

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Dugger and upon

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the request from Chick-Fil-A for a conditional use

permit to allow Use #2.240 Sales from temporary or portable buildings, tent or other structures

for sales from a Chick-Fil-A food truck in a C-2, Commercial zone at Mid-Town Market

Shopping Center on Hwy. 6, East, be and the same is hereby granted for a one (1) year period,

contingent upon the receipt of a transient vendor license.
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IN RE: BIDS RECONSIDERED - HIGHWAY 6 WATER LINE EXTENSION

There came on for discussion the matter of bids received at the April 19, 2022, regular

meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen for the Highway 6 water line extension.  The bids

received and itemized are listed below as follows:

Aldridge Construction $905,800.00

Having heard all bids received, upon recommendation of City Engineer Blake Mendrop

and upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon unanimous

vote taken, it was ordered that the bid from Aldridge Construction in the amount of $905,800.00

for the Highway 6 water line extension, be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best bid

for the Highway 6 water line extension.  A copy of said bid follows:
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IN RE: SET PUBLIC HEARING - VARIANCE - TERRY HUBBARD

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon

unanimous vote taken, the following Order was adopted:

ORDER SETTING TIME, DATE, AND PLACE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON VARIANCES TO THE SITE & BUILDING DESIGN STANDARDS OF THE CITY OF

BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY CLERK TO
PUBLISH NOTICE OF SAID HEARING

WHEREAS, Terry Hubbard has submitted to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 

of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, an application for a variance from the requirements 

of the Site & Building Design Standards adopted by the City of Batesville on February 

16, 2010 and amended by ordinances adopted on January 3, 2012, May 1, 2012, and 

December 2, 2014.

WHEREAS, The said Terry Hubbard requests a variance to allow 2/12 roof pitch 

and the use of metal sheeting on the sides of new shop building. Said property is located 509 

Highway 51 South in the City of Batesville, Second Judicial District of Panola County, 

Mississippi, and is described as:

A tract of land in the West side of Section 16, Township 9 South, Range 7 West,
Panola County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as follows:

Parcel Number: 3185E0003700 0000700
1.1 ACC PT Lot 8 – 
Southside S/D PB B-1/21
509 Highway 51 South

and 

WHEREAS, said request was received by the Planning Commission of the City 

of Batesville at their meeting held on April 25, 2022 and 

WHEREAS, said Planning Commission recommended the variance be allowed 

and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED that on the 7  day of June 2022, th

at 3:00 o’clock P.M. in the City Hall of the City of Batesville, Mississippi, the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen will hold a public hearing on said application and the Clerk of the 

City of Batesville, Mississippi, is hereby ordered and authorized to place a notice of said 

public hearing for publication in “The Panolian”, a newspaper having a general 

circulation in the City of Batesville, Mississippi.
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IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED - LAPTOP COMPUTERS - POLICE
DEPARTMENT

The City of Batesville received the following quotes for laptop computers for patrol

vehicles for use in the Batesville Police Department:

Complete Computers $6,368.95
FireNet1 $7,730.75

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Dugger and upon

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from Complete Computers in the amount

of $6,368.95, for the purchase of six (6) laptop computers for patrol vehicles for use in the

Batesville Police Department, be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best quote. A copy

of said quotes are on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy of the accepted quote follows:
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 IN RE: MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING - SOUTH PANOLA SCHOOL
DISTRICT

Upon recommendation of Chief of Police Kerry Pittman and upon motion of Alderman 

Dugger and second of Alderman Walton and upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the

Memorandum of Understanding be and it is hereby approved and further ordered that all parties

necessary are hereby authorized to sign the Memorandum of Understanding. A copy of said

Memorandum of Understanding is on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy follows:  
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IN RE: MARKETING & FEASIBILITY STUDY - KENNETH FARRELL

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the Marketing & Feasibility Study, to be performed

by Kenneth Farrell-Batesville In Motion, LLC, previously taken under advisement April 19,

2022, will remain under advisement. 
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IN RE: MEDICAL CANNABIS
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IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED - GRAPPLEBOOM TRUCK FINANCING

The City of Batesville received the following quotes for financing the grappleboom truck:

First Security Bank 3.05% for 4 year term
BancorpSouth 2.78% for 4 year term

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from BancorpSouth at a rate of 2.78% for

a four (4) year term be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best quote for financing the

grappleboom truck.  A copy of said quotes are on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy

of the accepted quote follows:
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IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED - CITY VEHICLES FINANCING

The City of Batesville received the following quotes for financing twelve (12) City

vehicles:

First Security Bank 3.05% for 4 year term paid annually
BancorpSouth 2.78% for 4 year term paid annually

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from BancorpSouth at a rate of 2.78% for

a four (4) year term be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best quote for financing twelve

(12) City vehicles.  A copy of said quotes are on file in the Office of the City Clerk and a copy

of the accepted quote follows:



MAY 3, 2022

415

IN RE: REIMBURSEMENT FOR CDL TEST/LICENSE

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Dugger and upon

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following employees be reimbursed for CDL

testing and CDL license and/or permit fees:
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO OBTAIN QUOTES - LOCKER UNITS

Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Dugger and upon unanimous

vote taken, it was ordered that Fire Chief Tim Taylor be and he is hereby authorized to obtain

quotes for locker units for Fire Station 2 and Fire Station 3 and further ordered that the following

specifications be and they are hereby approved relative to the locker units:

IN RE: TAKE HOME VEHICLES - FIRE DEPARTMENT

Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Walton and upon unanimous

vote taken, it was ordered that the following Fire personnel be and they are hereby allowed to

take a City vehicle home, not to exceed 30 miles one way: Fire Chief, Deputy Fire Chief,

Training Chief/Officer, Fire Code Officer and Fire and Life Safety Officer.

IN RE: APPROVAL TO PURCHASE BUNKER GEAR - MS STATE CONTRACT

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Walton and upon unanimous

vote taken, it was ordered that Fire Chief Tim Taylor be and he is hereby authorized to purchase

8 bunker coats and 8 bunker pants from Sunbelt Fire for an amount of $29,144.00 through MS

State Contract #8200061201. 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO OBTAIN QUOTES - RADIO EQUIPMENT AND
LIGHTS FOR VEHICLES

Upon motion of Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Land and upon unanimous

vote taken, it was ordered that Fire Chief Tim Taylor be and he is hereby authorized to obtain

quotes for radio equipment and lights for two (2) vehicles in the Fire Department and further

ordered that the following specifications be and they are hereby approved:
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IN RE: SURPLUS PROPERTY - FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Walton and upon unanimous

vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted:

R E S O L U T I O N

BE IT RESOLVED that the following equipment is obsolete and is not needed for

municipal purposes and therefore, the equipment should be and is hereby declared to be surplus

property and further ordered that said equipment, having no value, shall be disposed of as junk,

described as follows, to-wit:



MAY 3, 2022

419

IN RE: QUOTES RECEIVED - WELL MOTOR - WALMART

The City of Batesville received the following quotes via email for a well motor for the

Walmart well:

Luckett Pump & Well Service, Inc. $7.500.00
Hydra Service, Inc. $9,400.00

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the quote from Luckett Pump & Well Service, Inc. in

the amount of $7,500.00 be and it is hereby accepted as the lowest and best quote for a well

motor for the Walmart well. A copy of said quotes are on file in the Office of the City Clerk and

a copy of the accepted quote follows:
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IN RE: EXTENSION OF CITY UTILITIES OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS -
JAMES & ANGELA CAMPBELL - 665 MT OLIVET ROAD

There came on for discussion the matter of a request for water services for James &

Angela Campbell, located at 665 Mt. Olivet Road, outside the city limits of Batesville.

Upon recommendation of Public Works Director David Karr and upon motion of

Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Dugger and upon unanimous vote taken, it was

ordered that city water services be provided to James & Angela Campbell’s property located at

665 Mt. Olivet Road, contingent upon and subject to them paying $2,228.00 for said service in

advance of such extension. A copy of the total amount owed by James & Angela Campbell, is

as follows:
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO PROVIDE SEWER SERVICE - WOODLAND ROAD
AND EUREKA ROAD

Upon recommendation of Public Works Director David Karr and upon motion of

Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon unanimous vote taken, it was

ordered that sewer service be providing to two (2) residences located on Eureka Road at

Woodland Road.

IN RE: APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE - CIVIC CENTER

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that advertisement be made relative to employment

opportunities at the Batesville Civic Center.
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS - CATHODIC PROTECTION
DEEP WELL ANODE BED - GAS

Upon recommendation of Public Works Director David Karr and upon motion of

Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon unanimous vote taken, it was

ordered that the City Clerk publish an advertisement in The Panolian, a legal newspaper

published in Batesville, Mississippi, once each week for not less than two consecutive weeks that

the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will receive competitive bids by reverse auction at City Hall,

103 College Street Batesville, Mississippi for cathodic protection deep well anode bed and

further ordered that the following specifications be and they are hereby approved and are on file

in the Office of the City Clerk:
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO OBTAIN QUOTES - CONCRETE - PUBLIC WORKS
SHOP

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Public Works Director David Karr be and he is hereby

authorized to obtain quotes for approximately 138 yards of concrete for the Public Works Shop.



MAY 3, 2022

429

*Alderman Harrison recused himself from the meeting.

IN RE: ALLOW CLAIMS

Upon motion of Alderman Dugger and second of Alderman Walton and upon unanimous

vote taken, it was ordered by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Batesville,

Mississippi that claims numbered 29356-29975 (includes the Co-Op) be and the same are hereby

approved and allowed, and shall be paid by Warrant drawn on the fund indicated.

*Alderman Harrison returned to the meeting.

IN OPEN SESSION

Alderman Dugger moved that the meeting be closed to determine whether or not the

Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Thereafter, upon the

affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Dugger, Harrison, Morrow and Walton it was ordered that

the meeting be closed in order to determine whether or not the Board should declare an executive

session.
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IN THE CLOSED MEETING

Mayor Ferrell announced that the meeting is closed to determine whether or not the

Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session.  Present in the closed

meeting were: Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Dugger, Walton, Morrow and Harrison; City

Clerk Susan Berryhill; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver;

Chief of Police Kerry Pittman and Assistant Chief of Police George Williford.

On motion made by Alderman Harrison, seconded by Alderman Land, and unanimously

carried upon the affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Dugger, Harrison, Morrow and Walton it

was ordered that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen go into executive session in order to discuss

easement acquisitions; personnel matters in the Street Department, Fire Department, Police

Department, Supervision and Finance; potential litigation;  litigation regarding a revolving loan

debt; potential purchase of real property and sale of surplus property.

IN OPEN MEETING

The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will go into executive

session for the purpose of discussing easement acquisitions; personnel matters in the Street

Department, Fire Department, Police Department, Supervision and Finance; potential litigation; 

litigation regarding a revolving loan debt; potential purchase of real property and sale of surplus

property and that the total vote on the motion to go into executive session was five (5) aldermen

in favor and no aldermen opposed. Those present in the open meeting were Mayor Ferrell;

Aldermen Land, Dugger, Walton, Morrow and Harrison; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; City

Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver; Chief of Police Kerry Pittman

and Assistant Chief of Police George Williford. 
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IN EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mayor Ferrell announced that the Mayor and Board are in executive session.  Those

present in executive session were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Dugger, Harrison, Walton, Morrow

and Land; City Clerk Susan Berryhill; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Assistant City Clerk

Shonnah Weaver; Chief of Police Kerry Pittman and Assistant Chief of Police George Williford.

There came on for discussion of easement acquisitions relative to the gas line extension

to Lehman Roberts. (Public Works Director David Karr and Assistant Public Works Director

Newt Benson were present for this discussion.)

There next came on for discussion the personnel matter in Street Department. (Public

Works Director David Karr and Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson were present for

this discussion.)

There next came on for discussion the personnel matter in the Fire Department. (Fire

Chief Tim Taylor and Deputy Fire Chief David Tarver were present for this discussion.)

There next came on for discussion the personnel matter in the Police Department. 

There next came on for discussion the personnel matter in Supervision and Finance.

There next came on for discussion the potential litigation.

There next came on for discussion the litigation regarding a revolving loan debt.

There next came on for discussion the potential purchase of real property. (Alderman

Stan Harrison recused himself from this part of discussion.) (Public Works Director David Karr

and Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson were present for this discussion.)

There next came on for discussion the sale of surplus property. (Public Works Director

David Karr and Assistant Public Works Director Newt Benson were present for this discussion.)

The executive session was concluded and the Mayor and Board went into open meeting.

IN OPEN MEETING

The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board are now in open meeting.  Those present

were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Dugger, Walton, Morrow and Harrison; City Clerk Susan

Berryhill; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Assistant City Clerk Shonnah Weaver; Chief of

Police Kerry Pittman and Assistant Chief of Police George Williford.   
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT - STREET DEPARTMENT

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Morrow and upon

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Kenya Bobo be and she is hereby offered full-time

employment in the Street Department at a rate of $13.50 per hour, due to her having a Class A

CDL permit, contingent upon her accepting the offer and undergoing a medical exam and a drug

and alcohol test and being free of drugs and cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that

said offer of employment expires on May 16, 2022, at midnight if not accepted.

IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT - STREET DEPARTMENT

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Land and upon unanimous

vote taken, it was ordered that Charlie Armstrong be and he is hereby offered full-time

employment in the Street Department at a rate of $11.00 per hour, contingent upon him accepting

the offer and undergoing a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs and

cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires on May 16,

2022, at midnight if not accepted.

IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT - STREET DEPARTMENT

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Land and upon unanimous

vote taken, it was ordered that Tyrone Casey be and he is hereby offered full-time employment

in the Street Department at a rate of $11.00 per hour, contingent upon him accepting the offer

and undergoing a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs and cleared

for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires on May 16, 2022,

at midnight if not accepted.
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT - STREET DEPARTMENT

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Land and upon unanimous

vote taken, it was ordered that Brandon Taylor be and he is hereby offered full-time employment

in the Street Department at a rate of $11.00 per hour, contingent upon him accepting the offer

and undergoing a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs and cleared

for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires on May 16, 2022,

at midnight if not accepted.

IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT - STREET DEPARTMENT

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Land and upon unanimous

vote taken, it was ordered that Cedric Perry be and he is hereby offered full-time employment

in the Street Department at a rate of $11.00 per hour, contingent upon him accepting the offer

and undergoing a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs and cleared

for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires on May 16, 2022,

at midnight if not accepted.

IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT - FIRE DEPARTMENT

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Walton and upon

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Cameron LaCook be and he is hereby offered full-time

employment in the Fire Department at a rate of $13.60 per hour, contingent upon him accepting

the offer and undergoing a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free of drugs and

cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires on May 16,

2022, at midnight if not accepted.
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT - FIRE DEPARTMENT

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Dennis Blake Pearson be and he is hereby offered full-

time employment in the Fire Department at a rate of $12.91 per hour, contingent upon him

accepting the offer and undergoing a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free

of drugs and cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires

on May 16, 2022, at midnight if not accepted.

IN RE: APPROVAL FOR PROMOTION - POLICE DEPARTMENT

Upon recommendation of Chief of Police Kerry Pittman and upon motion of Alderman

Dugger and second of Alderman Harrison and upon unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that

Andrew Geeslin be and he is hereby promoted to Sergeant with a salary increase of $2.00 per

hour, effective May 5, 2022.

IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT - SUPERVISION AND
FINANCE

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Land and upon unanimous

vote taken, it was ordered that Anna Katherine Baker be and she is hereby offered part-time

employment in Supervision and Finance at a rate of $10.00 per hour, contingent upon her

accepting the offer and undergoing a medical exam and a drug and alcohol test and being free

of drugs and cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment expires

on May 16, 2022, at midnight if not accepted.
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IN RE: DELINQUENT REVOLVING LOAN DEBT - ORDER APPROVED

The delinquent debtor on the revolving loan will be allowed to sign a Forbearance

Agreement [prepared by the City attorney] in favor of the City relative to the delinquent debt and

upon debtor doing so and performing the Agreement the City will allow him opportunity to repay

the debt without the City filing Litigation during the forbearance period or until debtor defaults

in performance of the Agreement. The form and content of the Agreement must be approved by

the Mayor and Board of Aldermen.

IN RE: POTENTIAL LITIGATION - MID-SOUTH BORING & PIPING

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Harrison and upon

unanimous vote taken, the following Order was adopted:

ORDER

Mid-South Boring and Piping has submitted a claim against the City for $22,515.00. This

claim represents work done by the claimant that was in addition to the work the claimant did

pursuant to their quote that was accepted by the City on a gas pipe project. The claimant’s letter

to the City dated March 23, 2022, states, among other things, that it intends to litigate its claim

if the City fails to pay it. The Mayor and Board of Alderman find that the claim is legitimate,

lawful, and bona-fide and is not exempt from liability pursuant to Miss. Code Ann. Section 11-

46-9 or pursuant to any other legal defense and that Miss. Code Ann. Section 21-1-47(2)

authorized the City to settle this claim and pay same. Accordingly it is ordered that it is in the

best interest of the City, and the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby order, that the claim

be paid in order to settle the matter and avoid that cost and expense of litigation.
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IN RE: ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY 

Upon motion of Alderman Morrow and second of Alderman Land and upon unanimous

vote taken, it was ordered that the Mayor be and he is hereby authorized to sign the Letter of

Intent relative to the purchase of real property.

 

IN RE: COMMERCIAL DRIVERS LICENSE

Upon recommendation of Public Works Director David Karr and upon motion of

Alderman Walton and second of Alderman Morrow and upon unanimous vote taken, it was

ordered that a salary increase of $2.00 per hour be granted to the following seven (7) employees

that participated in the Commercial Drivers License testing and received their Commercial

Drivers License: Newt Benson, Shelton Hawkins, Rodney Alewine, Vernon Howell, Zannie

Baker, Taylor Jaudon and Tyler Arnold.

NOTE: No action was taken on the easement acquisitions relative to the gas line
extension for Lehman Roberts nor the sale of surplus property.

OTHER MATTERS COMING BEFORE THE MAYOR AND BOARD FOR DISCUSSION

1. Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill provided copies of the monthly inspection list and
the complaint list for April 2022 as well as the Planning Commission meeting minutes 
for April 25, 2022, to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen. 

2. Parks and Recreation Director Heath Fullilove provided updates on various projects.

3. Civic Center Director Roy Hyde provided updates on events and various projects at the
Civic Center.



MAY 3, 2022

437

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned to reconvene at 2:00

o’clock p.m., Tuesday, May 17 , 2022, at the City Hall at 103 College Street, Batesville,th

Mississippi.  

In accordance with Section 25-41-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, a notice of

said regular meeting has been posted in the City Hall and a copy of said notice follows these

minutes.

_________________________________
Mayor 

___________________________________
Clerk of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen
of the City of Batesville, Mississippi
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NOTICE OF PLACE, DATE, HOUR AND SUBJECT MATTER

OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND

BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

The regular meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Batesville,

Mississippi, shall be held on the following subject matter at the following place, date, and hour,

to-wit:

Place: City Hall, 103 College Street, Batesville, MS  38606

Date: On the 17  day of May, 2022th

Hour: 2:00 p.m.

Subject Matter:  To transact any and all business that may be transacted at the regular

meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.

The meeting may be conducted through teleconference or video means. Participation is

available to the general public at said location.


